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£ MARY GRAYAM BOKNER.

TIGER KING.
"I have a secret tu tell youV sald

“1 wam to hear it, r sald Mrs. 'J:lger.
| “Listen! I shall whisper it to you."”
And though he sald he would whisper
the secret it sounded more like a 'roar
than & whisper Io which he ’
“ am a klng, Mrs. Tiger,” be said.
“Then it you are a king, I must be 8
queen,” said Mrs. Tiger. .

“That's so—yau must be a quean,”
“satd the tiger. “I ghall call you Queen
Tigress.”
“And X shall call ;-un King Wiger, and
the we'll both be perfectly correct.”
“The tigers have told their mates
that they were kings for years, I be-
lleve, and’ the mnleﬂ have said that
then they must be queens—just as you
ahd I bave said.”

Now these two were having 2 pleas-
antlittle chat,.though they sounded as
it they were rosring and scolding at
each other—though they did not wrin-
kle thelr faces snd show thelr teeth
as they-do whea they are so angry they
want to kill. ’
“It’s so pice to have a title,” sald
Nthe;tiger. i
“Avs a glorlous feeling” replied the
tigress, “Almost as plce as a good
medl of meat—though pot quite. Ard
now that I spenk of It, ¥ am feeling &
bit hungry.”.

So they ate and ate, and when they
were all through Queen Tigress sald:
have an (mponnnt question to

ask
“Then ask it, my love,” sald King
Tlgor, who was feeling very happy aft-
r his good meal.

"[ was wondering Just why Sou were
S klng and just why I om a queen,
It's| a beautiful. thought, but 1 would
| love to know If there is any special
reason for It |,

Now if King l‘lger bad not jJust been

'} eating he mlgh: hive been very angry

at such a question, but as It was he
said:
“I don't hlme youfor wondenng 1
shall tell sou, for there is a reason for
|1, & great and]splendid refson.”
Queen Tigress listened eagerly as
King &iger told his story.

“The Tiger,” he said, “is King of all
the Cat family] Now'thege are muny
kinds of eats, ahd many creaturcs who
belong to the cpt family.”

“YWe're o part of the cat family our-
selves, aren't | we?" asked Queen

Tigress.
“We are, my dear,” roared King
Tiger, “You i? quite right.”
Queen Tigreds grinned and showed
her great teeth, but as King Tiger
. | 5
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“) Am a King, Mre. Tiger,”. Ho Said.

wes the only other creature nronnd at
that time therg was no need of feary

“Yes,” continued King Tiger, “we'rg
very superior cats, and véry wild cats, -
wilder than real wild cats are, and
that is sayingla great deal, but stlil
we're cats. Some creatures, they say,
are more afrald of wild cats than they
are of us, but|that doesn’t bother us,
for we know we're the Jeaders of the

race.”

“Oh” he s1ld, Toarfbg bonsttully,
“ihipk for a moment whit It menns tag
be\n King Tlger, and 10 be a Queen

too,” e added.

"It‘ glorlous,” rogred Queen Tigress,
n anythlug but & quéenly Poice, though
it. dld gound powerful and as though
har subjects would Blways bave to do
her bidding.

“#Fhere are thousands and thousands
and fhousends of [cats. There ere
begutifut cats find ugly cats. There are
household pets and wild ones. There
are cats who do thelr shopping in the
gatbage tins and others who are given
erehm out of beautifal chide saucers.

“Some lie on silken cushions and

ers seek sleep behind ash tins and
émm tomato cads. Othiers live ln
thd dark forests.:
- 4And of all these thousands of eats
~“cats of all L,Inds and colors gnd de-
seriptions I am the King gud you are
the Queen, ang 80 gre all of the Tiger

big cat family. Isn't It o wongertal
honor? We hnve 50 many subjects}

" “And, too, lt meais that cf all the
Kinds of cats, ive are biggest, the most
‘beautitu), the|most ferocious, which I
have heard Js|another word for ‘wiid.
1f we were merely the king and gueen
of a few it would not be go great, but
we're king, and_queen of o0 enormous
Hngdmn of cats, tame cats and wild

i sa wonderm ‘honor,” sald Queen.
Tigréss, “und{I'm glad 1 koow such a!
fine reason. tor helog a queen.” .

PSR
Worker and His Coat.
When a man goes to work he gener
ally tnkes oft his coat, but if he s s
palnter he puts one OB .
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family kings and queens of the whole



