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~ Nature In Suburbia

Kids Flock To Nankin Mills
. Displays Of Native Animals

Squatting lazily in the sun, the white
building, once a Civil War grist mill, sits in-
conspicuously off Edward Hines Drive south
of Ann Arbor Trail.’

Only the extra-observant passersby can
spot the small'sign: *Nankin Mills Nature~
Center."”

As you ‘dpproach the grounds up the
winding gravel drive, a crow named Charlie
caws, “Hello.” Roosters crow, ducks quack,

Mrs. Ellsworth |said that most of the
animals are brought}to them :by school chil-
dren, 2rea police departments, thé sfate
Natural Resources Department, the humane
sotiety or by'neighbprheod residents.

e greatest share of the animals are ._
found injured or orphaned and brought to the
center for care. They are treated and kept

* until it is safe to r¢lease them, However,

. some of the creatures, like the -bobcat, are

. " brought in by familids that have found their
andi raec%?on: 1;un up to the fence to beg for J “notel” house’pets 4 little too overgrown or OLD MILL - Nankin m . . ]
ap SI‘chen bgs%og{i:'ui Girl Scouts and second unusual to handle; - - ankin Mills Natre Center was once a grief mill

“The Detroit Zoo has large exotic ani-
mals, and we have a pollection of the smaller .
mammals and animals native to the area,”
Mrs. Ellsworth said.

Used by Ford Magtor Co. during the 1920s
as a paris pl;ant, the museum now houses
several nature exhibits and live specimens.
Mrs. Ellsworth conduets free guided tours
through the building| each day, explaining
each of the exhibits to the children.

v s

graders pull up, for their tours, 4nd the ani- M
mals are sure to be tossed a_corner of a
peanut butter and jelly sandwich.

» T e

MRS. MARY ELLSWORTH, park nat-
uralist, says the center gets 30,000 visitors
every year. Most of the people are from local
groups — school classes, Scout troops and
summer day camps — but each year the
“guest register shows that visitors come from
farther and farther away.
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THE WAYNE COUNTY Road Commis-
sion's Parks and Forestry division developed
the center and, opened its doors in 1958 on a

" year-around basis. :

A Wayne ¥ County

Occasionally a group wjll come from out
of state, stopping whilesthey tour the Detroit
area. The r gis;g;/ev/:;l shows’a number of
Europeans who dfopped into the center while
visiting American -families in the area.

In a large pen outside. the centér,
several types of animals are on display.

Road Commission
spokesman estimated the annual cost of
operations at $25,000.| This covers three full
time employes and maintenance.

A bobcat, 'which tries to nab the black 3 During the summer months, bicycles
rabbit by sticking its paw through the overflow the racks oyt in front as neighbor-
cage bars, is the largest animal at. the hood children’ spend a recreational, yet

center, A rare albino raccoon, a skunk, a

red fox, and several water fowl are

among the many other animals which
" welcome the Nankin Mills visitor.

educational, day’ feefling the' animals and
dangling fishing rods|from the river banks,
while they sit on tree stumps eating the sack
lunches their mothers packed for them,

DS FISHY Scott Penington and Barry Rafferty. .of Westland. compare fishing tales on the
’ . Center's front porch ¢
. -

DRY: Ed Wendovep
TURES: Harry Mauthe
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August 4 to 9

. . FREE
- ; MARIONETTE SHOW

The Famous Keebler
Marionettes will perform

MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY
August 4-5-6

.7 (Crowley Court)
o Show Ti;nes
10:30 am 11:30 am. 1,2, 3, 4 p.m.
* %k ok %k *

LIVE ANIMAL DISPLAY - .Two youngsters in spect one of the bwds

animals

| At Orchard Ridge

Pop And Rock Under

By SUE SHAUGHNESSY -

‘August 7-8-9 .
- THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY
Come to the Livonia Mall -

To Help Western Electric Co. Cglebrate
100 Years of Service, There will be exhib-
its portraying Western Electric over the
years from a small shop tp the major com-
munication supplierit is today.
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Stars

les of fllms are scheduled and \én example -- this Sunday 1t's a pleasant spot to spend

. FARMINGTON
The setting reminds one of
alden days because it’sanamp-
hitheater in the strictest sense
of the term. |
The entertainment Is as up-
to-date as the current trends,
The entertainment In- tais
case Is the summer program
currently underway on the
Farmiogtoa Township campus
ot Oakland Community Cotlege,
I’s all under the stars and

these range in coatent. Two of
the leading men are Jeff Chand=
fer and Van Heflin so that
should ‘give you an idea about
the subject matter, .

Friday and Saturday nights
the college stages a production
of the Nell Simon musical com-
edy **You Gotta Have, I Gotta
Have Love.”

‘There’s cae exception in this
schedule and that's this week-
end (Aug. 2) when the play

(Aug. 3) the Primo Family
moves to the center of the stage
to entertaln,
s .o

ALL THE programs start ai
8:30 p.m. in the amphitheater,
The cost ranges from nothing
(Thursdays and Sundays) to 50
cents (Wednesdays) to $2 for
adults and $1 for studenis (Fri-
day and Saturday), “\ -

In case -you aren't certaln
just how Webstgr defines an

Ah evening and the enterfain.
ment content is varled to pro~
Vide something for every age
group from grade schooler to
grdhdma,
e

A WORD of caution however,
This is Michigan and there’s
peen much rain this summer,
Because of this insect repel-
jent would be a handy item to
pack before leaving for the
program. N

for the tuncl

- Nature provides the setung
of this young Nature' Center visitor

‘Bass Hir At Night

Night fishlng|
tive for bass

is most produc-

h summer’s hot

ting in the deeper waters of all

Oakland County lakes,

® See thé very latest in Equipment
® Hear Your Own Voice

© Hear the voice of Thoitias Edison and other
famous people.
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At The Moll

Funs through August fromWed-  closes down for one night to  amphittieater,, the book says: 1t you dont.like the thought weather, officeks of the Natur- Perch are hitting worms and LIVONIA
nesday through Sunday evening  clear the staga for & gemeral “An-oval or tircular bulliing éf sitting on the ground for an &l R!sourcesk Department's minnows in the early morning MALL o a
each week. Pops Festlval featuring all with rising ters of seatsabout ¢vening a blanket or.cushion is - Patlac district office report, hours In 6-10 feet of water Lo There's always
POP CONCERTS areinorder Knds of musical groups. an open space,” Tecommended. Some bass are belng taken Lake St. Clair off Huran Potnt, something going on at ...
on Wednesday and this week's On Sundays the college spon- The description fits the GCC Pack up your gear and go-- from Ronfiuc Lake, the usual Smallmouth bass flshing is S
festured a rock trio, From the  sors @ serles of musieal pro-  setting perfectly, The Uers are  qr Just go and swat the mos- hot spot, and Like Orlon. Cast- good on Lake St iy worr MOLERT llvoNlA
schedule we suspect that the  grams -- with the musicaleon-  built-in gleps or terraces in  qultoes, but GO to at least one » ing With surfach lures or night the mouth of the Clinton River .

" musteal offerings might be of

tent being somewhat in the more

the grass, It somehow remind-

it the ‘programs, It's some-

crawlers are b

Finging the only

o Huron Point, Driftingor trol-

7 M
tho 5ame type for the rest of  traditional mold. (I guess that ed this reviewsr of the typo of thing that's deserving of your Tesults, ling with minnows and night ODLatLT
the series, means thal 1i°s palatable if you setting that is perfectfor Greek support and yowll enfoy the In general, byss fishing has crawlers has been the best
are the parents of teensgers), tragedy. grogram, . slowed, but blyegills are hit- method,

On Thursday nights: & ser-
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