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. and ladies, too .
Remember what was said here a week ago...

Gentlemen . . I goofed
that while many high school coaches have asked
for an extra week of football pracuce in the fall,
nothing had been done.

Sorry, I goofed.

Something has been done, although many
of the coaches I talked to were just as much
in the dark on the subject as I was,

Jack Catton, Farmington school system ath-
letic chief who is a member of the State High
School Athletic Council, passed along the word
that the Council voted last spring for a fourth
week of football drills, commencing in

Under the current rules — and it'll be in effect
this fall — no prep team may~start football prac-
tice prior to the third Monday before the upemng
game.

This ycar, the date in the lower peninsula is
Munda;{ Aug. 2

Of course, our action isn’t official yet,
Cotton told this reporter. ‘When we recom-
mend a rule it must go before the state legis-
lature for final approval,

But the legislature stamp is merely a formal-
ity. It's a 99.9-per cent bet that the men in Lansing
will agree to what the pref athlehc council
suggests.

All of which should bring smlles to the
prep grid coaches who have figured for many
years that they have been cramped with less
than, three full weeks of actual workouts
before starting the season.

Too, it should put an end to ‘cheating”
coaches who have huddled their charges in some
corner lot, where they thought nobody might see
them, and work on football maneuvers which are
strxctly against the state rule.

. .

»

DOTS-DASHES: Are steps being taken to
build up interscholastic sports for girls in Mich-
igan?

Many admlmstrators are under the impres-
sion that there's nothmg wrong with organized
competition for the fajr set in sports like basKet-
ba]l&wn’nmmg, golfttennis and even track.

We're all for it. g?e gals certainly would help
dress up The Observ spnrts pages. . .

.

TALKING ABOUT the young ladies, Nancy
Patch of Farmington rates a few bouquets for her
brilliance in- golf.

She’s among the top players in the state and
recently reached the semifinals in the Michigan

* championships before being eliminated.

Miss Patch generally finished in the first
‘three in the weekly tournaments staged by the
Womens District Golf Assoc)shon.

AH YES; if you're ]ookmg for an exciting
evening, drop -around one of the fields in the area
where the gals play softball these days.

Most of the teams are in the playoffs and théey
contest at the same feverish clip the men do.

A lot of the gal players are mothers who.
bring the hme ones with them to help create a
little extra Fxcntemem. .

BEFORE YOU RIP UP the Tigers too much,
stop for a second to realize that even if the Tigers
were playmg at the same pace that won the pen-
nant in 1968 they'd still be six or seven games
behind Baltimore today.

It's not that the Tigers have done that badly

. until they were wrecked with. injuries last
week . . . they had done very well . It's just
that Baltimore has emerged into one of the hottest
teams basehall ever has known -

THERE'’S BEEN LITTLE saxd in the Detroit
Lions csmp‘about Livonia's Wayne Walker.

But fear not. The veteran linebacker will be
right back in the thick of things when matters
count. |
And it wouldgt surprise us if+ Walker is
back booting the extra points and field goals
regularly | .. something he did extremely well
for many ears on the ball club.

Speaking of Walker and his Lion mates, they

start their exhibition season next Saturday night
in Kansas City against the Chiefs and comes Aug.
15 the Lions will host the Buffalo Bills at Tiger
Stadium.

It wouldn't surprise us if by that time, O. J.
Simpson has ended his holdout siege, with the
Bills
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— Wager, Crowd Matks

Exploding the much accepted
theory that gimmicks attract
patrons aod make a successful
meeting, Northville Downs rang
down the “curtatn on its most
successful campalgn In 26
years., Wagering was up 10.7
per.cent for an all tima high
nightly average of $344,004 and
the turnstile count was up 6.7
per cent with an average of
4,542, i

-~ |

The handle™ for 1963 !con-
trasted with the $310,807 av-
erage of ayear agaand climaxed
a five year climb from $276,826
in 1965 to this year's record
high,

According to Michigan Racing
Commissioner Leo Shirley’s
annusl report, Northville's rate
of Increase in average hndle
has exceeded that of any of the
other harness -racing tracks
in the Detroit area during the
five yau period. This in|spite
of the fact of the relatively
poor | location, farthest [away

from | the metropolitan Detroit .

area,
e
“AND'* POINTS OUT North-
ville Downs Executive Manager,
John-Carlo, - ‘*We accomplisbed
this growth in business '“.b-
cut gimmicks, Other racing
plants in the area have the twin
double, perfectas, giveaway

2ights in Which they hand out
everything from automobiles to
mink stoles and free 2dmission
nights, We believe fn present~
ing evenly matched races, Hmit
wagering to each of the10Taces
and only adaly double and that's
all,”

This year Northville Downs
shattered 10 records during &
meeting marked by the most
rain in years. There wasn'tone
weekend during the 54-night
campaign without rain onelther
2 Friday or a Saturday, theblg-
gest nights of the week for at.
tendance and wagering,

“Despite the weather we have
managed to boost our mutusl
handle to its highest level and
Wwe feel ceriain it will continue’
o climb in the future once the
three-level clubhouse Is com-
pleted,” added, Carlo,

Work has started onthe club-
house and the first level will be
avallable for the Jackson at
Northville meeting s
Nov, 24 and continuing to the
and of the year.

‘The Closlng night erowd ‘of
4,114 bm\edlnlerrnmcnlshow~ .
ers to bid the pacers and

trotters goodbye and sent ,
$305,083  through the mutuel
mgchlnes,

P

CHRIS BORING, of Adrizn,

 largest

recelved the trophy for the win~
ning driver with 2 winning per-
centage of 398 04f111 staris, 27
firsts, 25 seconds and 10 thirds,
Lanky Wally Mclmurray, of
Novl, wes second with a .357
average on a total of167starts,
36 flrsts, 24 seconds and 30
thirds,

Jake Foster, the 67-year-old
from-Northville, turned in one
of the miracles of the season,
winding up third in the ranking
with 67 starts, 13 wias, 11
seconds and 12 {hirds fora,345
average,

Ted Taylor, the brilliantdri-
ver-trainer from London, O.,
was the winningest relnsman for
the third straight year with 50
firsts in 249 starts,

v .

NORTHVILLE HANDLED
$18,576,249 during the 54 nights
and registered a total at-
tendance of 245,300,

Other records set included:
dafly | double pool,
$40,148, July 5; most wagered
on a sirgle race, $60,202, elghth

: race on July 5; most wageredon

a weekend, 5390 245, June 13
and 14; most wagered In six
nights in one week, $2,174,789,
June 30-July 5; most wagered
on a Tuesday, $282,472, July 1;
most on a Thursday, $411,723,

Juy 3; most oo a Frlday,
$436,950, June 13; aad most on
@ Saturday, $464, 818, June 21,

DRC Off To Finest Start,
Betters Records For 68

Paul Ternes' Michiganbred
Camplon Kid, a triple stakes
winner already this year; has
been high-weighted at 123
pounds for Saturday's runni,
(Aug, '9) of the $15,000-added
Good Nelghbor Handicap st thn
Detroft Race Course, '

In 2ssigning weights Mundxy
for the DRC's third stakes event
of the meeting, Racing Sec-
retary Norris Gwinn tabbed
Ternes’ four-year-old colt as
the standout among 38 nominees
for tha Good Neighbor,

+ Starters will be named
Thursday for the mile ard 70
yard test for three year olds

up,

First-week Interest in1869's
program bore out pre-season
predictions that the suburban
thoroughbred plant may be in
for ane of the most successtul
meetings of its 20-year hislory,

Attendance and pari-mutuel
play both showed Increases over
the first week's action In 1964,

PR

THE HANDLE for the first
six days of the 90-day meeting
totaled $5,949,593, averaging
out at $991,508 per day. This
was & Jump of 1.65 per cent
over opening week a year ago,
with racing both years con-
ducted on an identlcal Monday
through Saturday schedule,!

Attendance last week totaled
78,495 against 77,586 for open-
ing week in1968, This reflected
& 1.17 per cent increase In'ad-
missions for comparable per-
ods,

On four of the firstsix racing
dates on the DRC's calendar
both the handle and attendance
were up from compareble 1968
“figures, The 15-week meeting
will continve through Saturday,
Nov, 8,

This 15 the DRC's first sea-
son under the newly organized

Area Golfers
Knocked Out
In Publinx

Rocky Pozza of Livonia, the
1968 . rmnerup, falled to sur-
vive the 1969 quarterfinals in
the ‘Michigan Public Links golf
tournament at Saginaw.

After scoring twin victor
les ou Thursday and Friday,
Pozza, ‘a- University of Miche
igan students, was knocked out
by Rod Sumpter, the 1969 U-M
captain, in Saturday morning’s
play:

Meantime, veteran Bill Cur~
ts, of Farmington, rolledalong

until*the same round when be |

was ousted by Lee Gobs, who
still is golng strong at the age
of 60. .
Both Gobs and Curtls for-
- merly bad woo the titles.

4wards Day Prompts Keen Competition

Competition continues to be
close 28 the awards luncheon
pears for the Livonia Parks
and Recreation Department Fri.
day morning women's golf
lesgue. The season will of-
fictally close Aug. 22, to ba
followed the next Friday by the
awards lncheotl, :

In A fiight, Edna Karksnen
continues to 2dd to her Ust

of points by taking honors with
& 46 'at the July 26 round.
But the following week, Aug. 1,
saw npewcomer Betty Sigwell
capture . the honors with her
10w gross of 47.

Kay Cappola was the July 26
winner In the B flight with her
low gross of 50, The following
‘week's winner was Sonja Judge
with a 54,

Belle Angevine took 10w gross
bonors in C fiight in the July
26 round with a 66. Betty
Newion's 68 took the fight-
‘honors on Aug. 1.

Sue Maguotte swept D filght
poth weeks, carding 8 66and a
67, Eugenla Dallasdid the same
thing, scoring an 86 on July 26
and an 82 during the Aug. 1
round,

Detroft Racing Association,
which purchased the track last
November,

Prior to opening day Presi-
dent Jack Davis expressed the
bellef that “continuing etfort

to improve the caller of
Tacing” would result in added
interest on the part of the fans
and in fust one week his fore-
cast has proven accurately pro-
phetic,
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SALE
CONTINUES!
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