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When n the Course of human dcents, ot becomes nejesary for one peaple to divlve the political

bands which haz e cnnected them with another, and to avume among the powers,of the earth, the separate and equal

requires e owy <hould decldre the causes which impel them to the v)[mnmun We hold these truths to be
welf-endent, teat all men are created equal. that they are endowed by thew Creator with cestiam unahenable Rughts,
that ameng chewe ave Life, Liberty and the pursust of Happeness. That to secure these nghts, Governments are puti-
tuted among Men, devving thew just poers from the consent of the governed. That whenever any Form of Govern-

et becomes dostructive of hese ends, st w the Raght of the People tu alter or to abolih i, and to mstitute new Lo
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" ation te which the Laws of Nature and of Natust's God entuile them, adecenl respect 1o the opimions of mankind

rviment, layimg ity foundation an wuch principles and orgamiung ity powens in sucl form, as to them shall veem maut <

likely 1o effect their Safety and Happruess. Prudence. indeed. will dictate that Governments long establshed should
net e chunged for light and vansent cawses; and accordingly all_expenence hath shewn. that mankind are mare
diposed to -uﬂ:, while evals are wfferable, than to right thimselves by abolishing the forms to which they ate accus-
tomed But when a long tran of abuses and wswrpations, pursuing invarable”the same Object. evinces a desgn to
reduce them wndeg absolute Despotm, it 1s therr right, ot is thewr duty. to throw of such Government, and to_anvide
new Guards for thay future secunity. Such hias been the patwent wffeianie of thew Colonier: and uch 15 now the
necesstty which constraims. thew to alter thar formet Sytems of Cavernmens. The hutery of the present King of Greal
Bratain 15 a Austory of repeated impuries and wsurputions, all having ditect vbgect the establishment of an absolute
Tyvanny vver these States. To prove thu, iet Facts be submutted to a candid wor i
1o Laun, the most wholesome and necesary for public good. He has forbrdden hus Governors 1o pass laus of tmme-
duate und presmyg importance. unles sw) in therr operation tll hny Assent should be oblained: und when so
swspended, he has witerly neglected to atgend to them. He has refused to pay other Laws fur the, accommoda:
tion of large distnss of people, unless thase people would relinguush the right of Repy in the Legslatuy
saght inetimable to them and formedable to tyrants only. * He has called together leguslative bodies at places
wnisual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depiostory of their public Records, for the sole purpose of Jatyoung
_them into compliance with his measures He has disolied Representative Houses repeatedly, for” opposing
S1th manky pimness his imvasions on the rights of the prople. He has refused for a long time, after such dis-
« solutions. 1o caww others (o be elected: wherely the Legisdative powers, incapable of Annthilatiin, have returned to the
l',;rlr at large for thar exercise; the Slate remaining in the meantime esposed lo all the dangers of mvasion from
urthout, and convulsions wathin. He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for thai pur-
pose vbitructing the Laus for Naturaliation o) Koreygners: refusing o pass others to encourqye ther migrations
hither. and rasing the conditions of hew Appropriations J Lands. He has.obstructedshe Adwinstranion o
Juste, by sefusng his Avent to Laus for luab(;unkj icaary powers. He has made fudges dependent on hus Will
_alone. for the temure of.ther ofices, aud the .amount and payment of theit salanes. He has nrected a wulti-
tude of New Offces, and sent huther swarms of Officers to harass our pevple, and eat out their wubstance. He
has kept amang us in times of peace. Standing Atmies without the Comsen) of our leguslatures. He has af-
fected o wender the Mihiary independent of and fuperior to the Cnal pouer. He has combined with wthers
to subpect ws to @ junsdiction foragn to our constilution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his 4usent heir
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He.has 1efused his Assent ™

Acts of pretended Legolanon: For quartesing to ge bodses of armed troopy among ué Forprotecting them, by a mock

= tmat, prom punsshment for-dny Murders which they hould commt ou the Inhabitants vf these States: For cutting. off
our Trade with all parts of the world: For iposing_ Taxes on us without our Consent: For depriving s in many
cases, of the benefits of Trial by '].‘,n. Fox tramsporting; ws bexond Seas to be tred for pretended offences: For abolih-,
ingg the free System of Enghoi Laws T a weighbouring Provinee, establishig therem an Arbstrary government, and
enlargony it Boundartes so a to_render o at once an mm/;h and fit istrument for amttoducing the same absolute
rule into theve Colonier: Fur taking away owr |Charters, aboltshing vur mast valuable Laus, and alteriny fundameir-
tally the Form of vur ( nts: For swipeniding: our awn Legule and declaying themvelves invested with -

power to legulate for us m all HT, whatsorer. He has abdichted Canernment hrre, by declaring us out of

His Protection and waging Wan agamst ws. * He has plundered vuy seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our
touns, and destrryed the drves of |oir hp«» fe. He s at this time 114 rtny large Armees of foreign Mer-
cenaties fo complete the worky of death; desolation and tyranny, already beguisuith arcumstances of Cruelty {4,per-
fdy scarcely paralleled m the:most barbaroiis ages, and twially whtvorthy the Head of a cilized naton He
has constrammed owr fellow Cltizens taken Capirve an the hugth Seas tv bear Arms agamnst thew Country, to become the
executioners of therr friends and Beethren, o1 to full themselves by their Hands He has excited domestic in-
\urrections amomgst,w, and has endedvoured 1w bung un the ihabitants of wur frontiens. the mercilew Indian Sm+ .
ages, whose known yule of wdsrfaie, s an undistinguashed destruchion :/ all ages, sexes and condiqons. In every stage
of these Oppresstans We have Petitoned for Rediess i the mnt humble terms. Our repeatrd Petitiony have been an-
suered only by repeated mypury. A Prince, Tiuse character s thus marked by every act which may define ¢ Tyrant, n
unfit do be the ruler of a free people. Nor have We boen wanting; i atteutwn to owr Brittish biethren. We have .
uniined them Jrom-lime 1o, itme g/ attempts by thew legslature to extend an wnwatyantable jurodiction over us. We

havy remimded them of the creimstances of our emigration and settlement here. We ‘have appealed to therr natrve
Justice and magmanimit, and uel have conjured them by the tirs y our common kindved to disavou these wurpationi>™
which, would tnevitably mteryupl our connections and correvpondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justice
and of consangunity. We mus, therefore: aéguiesce m fhe necesuty which denounces our Separation, and hold them,
“as we hold:the rest of mankond, Enewies tn War, in Peace Friendr. : .
. . !
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- WE. JHEREFORE, the Representatives of the UNITED STATES of AMERICA. m.General
o Congres, Aviemblrd, apPealing tn the Supreme Judge of the world fur the rectitwde of owr itentions, do, i the
~Name, and by Authority of the spod People of these Colomies. solemuly publish and declare, That these Uristed Colo-
'""5( e, and of Right ought hﬁ». FREE AND INDEPENDE STATES: that they are Absolved from all Alle-
warice to the British Croun, and-that all -political connecton een them and the State of Creat Hritain, 1 and
ought to be totally dixsolvedzanil that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power lo Iy War, conctude
Peace. contract Alliances. extablish Commerce, and to do all other Aets and Things which INDEPENDENT States
may of-rght do. AND fort the swpport-of this Declaration, with « firm relance on the protection of Divine Provid-
ence we mutually pledye m\mﬂ! wther o Lices, it Firtunes, and our sacred Hohor.
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