New furniture styles:
pale and conservative

By PATRICIA BEACH SMITH

Any resemblance the Chicago Inter-
national Home Furnishings Market
showed 1o this year's political climate
.is pure coincidence, but it looks like
the same ball game — pale and con-
servative.

‘The most delightful aspect of the
show was the total lack of bicentennial
hypes that had showed in the vious
two years. The red. white and bjue was
;ono — replaced by a raft of poudri-

ied pales — colors that look dusted
and subtle

The furniture shapes are taking a
decidedly conservative, et contempo-
rary look. with the accent on elegance
and form rather than applied decora-
tion. -

The change, though slow in coming,
is a welcome one.

One of the most interesting things
one notices in Chicago is the closer re-

‘The contract market 13 where design
trends begin and from which home
furnishings companies seem to take
their cues. The form-follows-function
dictates are ever present in this con-
tract market as the attitudes of the ar-
chitects and contract designers become
more and more sophisticated.

A very sculptural appesrance is
what many of the manufacturers have
achieved in the past few years snd
nw:ia at this market.

Vhile it seems unbelieveable, you'd
never guess there's a recession in this
country when you walk the floors in
the display spaces in the Merchandise
Mart or the American Furniture Mart

The world of the contraet furniture
manufacturer — and hjs buyers — isa
nriﬁed:u Desks sell f%: ll.g:J or
more and price 3| 1o be no object.
The tax-write oﬂ afforded the com-
mercial interior is one of the major
reasons why this is possible.

lationship between home furnishings
and ¢ i for the contract
ings specifically

Textures are very important, along
with the shapes they cover. Whether
it's a wall or floor covering or uphol-
stery [abric the look is natural. The

market (those fu
geared to commerclal interiors like
offices and public buildings

Jock Lenor Lorsen’s ‘Pastorale’ mural combines with coordinating woll and
window fobrics ond turniture from the Wickerworks

Horvey Probber’s exguisite Elan’ chairs and his cottoge cube dining toble base woven with latanic fibre.

colors match this attitude.

The most important remain sand,
grey, oatmeal, and all hues of whites.
These basics are augmented by smat-
terings of Chinese blues and oxblood,
in icul :

e Oriental influence is stil! a fac-
tor with slick lacquer colors in abund-
apce. On the other side of the coin are
matte finishes on everything from wall
systems to tabl d plinthes for so-
{as and cabine!

Channel quilting is another bi
trend in the interior furnishings field.
It is applied to seating pieces wall and
floor coverings.

Warmer metals — brasses and
bronzes — are found in e aspect of
the industey from lamp bases to tables
and accessories. Bronzes — antique
statues and reproductions of same —
were also in evidence.

The fibers used in upholstery fabrics
as well as wall coverings and woven
flooring included raw silk, linen, cot-
ton and combinations of all these.

It is interesting to find art influenc-
ing the furnishings designers. The
trend toward the more romantic atti-
tudes is apparent in the luxury of the
{abrics and the arrangements of furni-
ture one sees in the showrooms.
1t is a rea! trip to visit the various
showrooms, which number in the
thousands. One of the most attractive
is always the Interior Crafts s
Chicago designer Richard Himmel (his
name means “heaven” and he designs
like it) does the showroom for each

This year's was as spectacular as
ever, but was quietly uncolorful with
the main event € a grey velvet sofa
in a grey and white room of spectacu-
lar proportions. Each of this manufac-
turer's new introductions gets its own
special display room and the effect is
exquisite.

show, was subtly spectacular also. The
company manufactures — in Euroj
— handsome sculptural furniture de-
signed for the contract market specifi-
cally, but which could fit into a con-
temporary home with no problem.
International influences, especially
those from what-one might call the
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IT'S A 6OOD
0L’ FASHIONED
SUMMER SALE!

“
EVERY JUMPSUIT
50% to 75% OFF

EVERY PANT,
JEAN, SHORT, SKIRY
50% to 75% OFF

AL} COORDINATED
" GROUPS
50% to 75% OFF

ALL TENNIS WEAR,
GOLF WEAR
50% to 75% OFF

EVERY PANTSUIT
© 50% to 75% OFF

EVERY PLAYSUIT,
JUMPSHORT, CLAMDIGGER
50% to 75% OFF

EVERY DRESS
(LONG AND SHORT),
50%to 75% OFF"

EVERY TOP, - -
BLOUSE, HALTER
© 50% to 75% OFF

Turner’s slegontly wcuiptured sofo group with onoman.;nd side chair

more primitive countries, are still an
im t factor. Haitian cotton got
its start when the Japanese -umﬂn
hoard the cotton market and make
domestic and Egyptian cotton too ex-
pensive to use a few years back.

Now the buyers who went there for
the cotton have also discovered the
romance of other Haitian creations —
their steel sculptures depicting voodoo
happenings and the fabric designs that
are traditional in that country in par-

bought back by Holland, Mich.-based
_Baker.

ticular

Likewise, some more ancient looks
from Guatemala and the East Indies -
are apparent. Hexter introduced an
elegant new fabric into its already at-
tractive line. It Jooks lik ssic
IKAT weave in cotton —-in simple
black and white.

man was showing plenty of the

no-color looks in their accessories.
Terra cotta was a (eature, made up
into bombe cheats, if you can believe it,
and cocktail tables.

Tyndale was showi:
tion of the pretty
called “desert

whole collec-

les in colors they
.” “tea-dust beige
and they also included a few accent
colors like Delft-look lampe and those
in du boeul™ (oxblood.)

The Oriental inffuence continues in
the furniture constructed of rattan
and bamboo. Natural wood colors and
Krains were especially in evidence

re oak than ever was being shown
and pine in its natural state was also
important in this market.

No one, in other words, i» trying to
fuol anyone anymore. With the cost of
furnishings increasing by leaps and
bounds, materials that may not have

n thought of ss attractive before
are being given a go of it.

The oi! embargo and the price of pe-
troleum-base products thereafter, took
the wind out of the sails (and sales) of
those who saw plastics as the saving
grace of the industry

Now the return is to real things be-
cause they are, all of & sudden, less ex-
pensive than the “real” plastics.

Among the most surprising intro-
ductions was the Baker Furniture
Company’s venture into the contem)
rary vern. Their new sytem, which
characteristically conservatively they
called “Modern™ is among the most ex-
pensive “systems” out.

One room seeting, which included
two sofas, wall cabinetry and tables
will retail for about $15,000 — for
instance.

The entire wood collection in this
line is made of bird's eye maple. The
wood comes from Michigan, is milled
here then sold to s European firm, and

SALE

'From Rosti, by Copco, a handy counter-top

utensil set in bright yellow, blue, brown or

plain white plastic with a ma ching pitcher-

jug to hold it, includes a mixing spoon, 12"

spoon, 12" fork, 12" turner snd 12" slotted

spoon. You'll want one to keep and others .

to give at owr low price. $10 . - v

KITCHEN $HOP

Jacobsons

i Store for the Home
. Woodward at Willits

Wind Bells

Every gephyr plays its own tinkling

tune Qn our natural earthtone clay

ballsj Each individually made and
déaigned by the artist to create *

uniquely attractive conversation

pieces for your garden, porch
or patio, Choose them for their
charm and for restful summer-
‘ time music to soothe your
lovely, lazy days and

evenings. 8"H. $10

1

Jacobsons

@00 Ror Wixe h@rma
Woodward at Willits

SHOP JACOBSON'S THURSDAY AND
FRIOAY EVENINGS i NINE

2 HOURS FREE PARKING . . .
WHEN YOU MAKE A PURCHASE.




