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- editorial opinion

A decision to applaud
by Hills lawmakers

Monday was a good nught in Farmington Hills
Cuy Hall

Now. probably nobudy in town is a harsher crit-
ic of local politicians than myself

But this week !'ve got to stand back and give a
mild hand of applause to six of the city's seven
legislators for their decision to study the creation
of special zoming for seruor citizen housing

THE DECISION to make such a study came
after the Nardineers. a seruor citizen group. made
a plea to rezone property designated for single
family to multiple dwelling Under present Hills
ordinance. sentor housing can only be built in the
multiple dwetling hm5§u; designation

Needless to say. multiple dwelling zoning in the
mddle of single famuly housing drives residents
crazy

ft was a tough night for the council, faced with
a rvom full of senior citizens. on one hand. and a
bevy of protesting residents on the other

Alkateeb wins the bad taste award of the year
for his personal attack o'n the Rev. Meredith
Mosh: . a sp

or the s

Joe's really not a bad guy. but his rendering of
as an off director h

The majority of those pi g ar 3
pro and con. were logical. excluding Hills Home-
owners Association representative Joe Alkels

Right numbers,

wrong answer

The newly formed Michigan Association of Rec-
reational Snowmobilers comes up with this com-
parison  “Michigan. with 1.3 million snow-
mobilers and over a half-milhon snowmobdes. has
only 2,510 miles of groomed public snowmobie
trails Michigan ranks lowest among the snowbelt
states 1n number of trail mules per snowmobile.”

That's one way of looking at it The other is
that Michigan has too many snowmobies per
mule of snowmobile trads For those who have
been unable to hear the songs of winter birds
above the flatulent bray of a snow machine’s en-
mne the latter interpretation is more accurate

1t may be only an accident. but the snowmnobile
association’s nitials are MARS Mars was the
Roman god of war

:’\:“I"l(‘ll“ production turned off even the harsh-
est crities of the semor housing proposal

But Joc's presentation was the exception

THE COUNCIL'S decision should be lauded by
all Farmington Hills residents. Paraphrasing
Councilman Earl r. the decision insur-
es that the young city will grow with 3 “heart and
sou)

Councilman Fred Lichtman expressed the senti-
ments of many when he said the temptation was
great to disregard the law. He was equally cor-
rect in observing that thwarting the law would
only open a floodgate in the commumnty

Although Councilmember Joan Dudley didn
support the move. it is realized that in the end
she will work to make the ordinance operate (o
the advantage of senior citizens if 1t is imple-
mented

While Ms Dudley enjoys being fashioned as a
conservative. she has an uncanny propensity for
working on liberal causes

Political profit is taken
out of ‘kickback’ system

Who woulda thunk it”

The state Constitutional Convention of 19612
couldn’t get nd of the secretary of state as an
elective officer or the system of political kick-
backs from the branch managers: the Michigan
Legislature hasn't been able to end such i9th cen-
tury Jacksoman politics. and the voters have
never elected any of the candidates for secretary
of state who promised to put the branch man-
agers on civil service and quit taking kickbacks

Yet, in recent weeks we have been treated to
the sight of a secretary of state saying the system
will be eliminated

TAKING CREDIT 1s a mavenck candudate for
the Democratic nomination for U.S. Senate. One
time he’ll label himself James Leonard Elsman.
the international lawyer from . anoth-
er time he's ““Dutch” Elsman, the conservative
candidat@who hails { the little burg of Parch-
ment, the Garden Gty of Kalamazoo County

Elsman’s specialty s entenng impossible pobti-
cal races and doing 1t with his own money. an ec-
centric but possibly productive hobby f you can
afford 1t

Anyway “he's seeking a Senate nomination. and
50 15 Richard Austin. the aforementioned secre-
tary of state who is using contributions from his
branch managers to finance his ambitions. much
the same as virtually all his predecessors

Now. social reformers will tell you the way to
end an evil is to take the profit out of it So El-
sman began taking away Austin’s political profit
by hollering about the byanch managers” contribu-
tions to Austin's Senate campaign. thus embar-
rassing the secretary ol state

Newspapers—the Free Press and the outstate
Boothies—picked up the tale. and soon Austin was
pledging “'no more *

BUT WATCH. Ausun. for all hus grandfatherly
jmagery. 13 as cymcal. caiculating and crafty a
politician as Michigan has ever produced

This 1s the man who, with a cphort named Klei-
ner. gerry the living out of the
legislature a decade ago. butchering coramunity
houndaries in the false name of numerical equal-

ity

This is the man who put- his name on the enve-
lope three times when he mac: you your license
plates

This is the man who sends “public service™
commercials about safety to TV stations with his
own spiel at the end

So when Austin said he would end the political
Kickback system, one would logically expect him

Farminnton
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to have a trick up his sieeve. and that's exactly
what happened.

WHAT AUSTIN did was to say he will dis-
mantle the political kickback system for future
elections. But he dam well intends to keep those
percentages of our license plate fees that he has
collected for his current Senate campaign

Elsman’s response is to head for court and try
to sue Austin into returning the money he already
has accumulated. or at least the part that came
from his cronies in the branch managers’ offices

Whether Elsman will do much better in the Sen-
ate primary than the one per cent accorded him
in the polls, 1 won't speculate. Whether he'll bring
Austin to his knees in court, [ can say. Whether
Elsman ought to be a senator is not for me to

judge.

But it does appear that the exploitation of our
license plate fees for parti personal politi-

purposes is. after a shameful half-century. on

its way out. and that an anti-establishment candi-
date started the ball rolling

Elsman deserves credit, even if he does take
the credit himseif.

The Democratc national conventioh was
pitiched. not to the delegates, but to the Ameri-

ocan people. who were really responsible for
Jimmy Carter s nominaton (Stalt photo)

Carter’s new politics
bypassesthe power elite

Several months before Gov. Jmmy Carter re-
ceived the Democratic Party's nomination for
president. Avenill Hamman--former govemor of
New York. ambassador at-large for the United
States. and leading symbol of the eastern:liberal

| ade the foll remark: “‘How
can he be nominated” | dont know him. and nei-
ther do any of my frends ™

Other than being a marvelous plug for the wis-
dom of the ordinary people who vole in primary
elections. Harriman's remark offers an important
nsight into just how much politics has changed in
this nation

To generalize broadly. up to 10 years ago. presi-
dential candidates were selected through the proc-
ess of negotiation among power brokers Gover-
nors like Nelson Rockefeller of New York, labor
leaders like George Meany of the AFL—CIO. big
city mayors like Chicago's Richard Daley. and
senators like Georgia's Richard Russell were cour-
ted by various canddates.

Some primaries were held. and state conven-
tions took place, each indicating candidates’ rela-
tive strength and each scrutinized by the power
brokers. Finally. one candidate or another would
develop enough commitments from the power
lords to amass enough votes to get the nomination
at the nationa! convention

THIS PROCESS took place almost enurely with-
1n the framework of the political party

The power elite danved their power from their
positidhs  within the party. and the forces of
money and manpower they controlled came from
within the political party organization

During these years. it was inconceivable that a
member of the party elte could never have met a
serious candidate for the presidential nomination

ALL THIS pegan t» ~hange in the late 1960s.

The war 1n Viet N prduced a vast number
of ordinary citizens who  dis.ust with the war
drove them into the polit « 1 process and provided
the driving force for the chaos of the Chicago
Democratic convention of 1968 At that time. the
old—fine forces backing Sen. Hubert Humphrey
prevailed. but only after a struggle

The fallout from the war. the rising impact of
television and the increased number of primary
clections paved the way for Sen George McGo-
vern's nomination in Miami i 1972

The Democratic convention of last week in New
York saw the process brought to its ultimate con-
clusion Gov Jimmy Carter’s victory was brought
about®by a serieseof victories n pnmary elec-
tions. aided by the vast impact of television as a
national medium. peopled by large numbers of vol-

’}Ob,scrvoﬁon
Point

by PIILIP I PORER

unteers newly active m politics. and financed 1
large part by federal contributions to presidential
campaigns

Our politics have become those of personabty,

and the Averill Harmmans of this world have
been pushed aside .

As MIT's respected political scientist. Walter
Burnham. remarked: “This 15 personalistic poli-
tics under a thin party label—blank check_politics
with an individual «Carter) who s still not very-
well known Carter completely bypassed the old
Democratic structure. He will be the Democratic;
nominee. but the phrase means anything he
makes 1t mean

IT WAS this dynamuic which made last week's
convention so odd :

To watch it on television was to watch a spec.
tacle. pitched not to the delegates wha suppasedly
P d the power 10 but rather to-
ward the American people who in fact nominated

To cover the convention trom the floor of Madi
son Square Garden was lo cover an event popus
lated by the power elite who recognized that thewr

nt in Carter's was, although
important. by no means crucial

Even the demonstrations lacked force and
power Watching the demonstration following Care
ter's nomination. § was remunded of William Jen-
nings Bryan's remark A convention feels aboup
demonstrations somewhat like the by man whe
had a small wife who was in the habit of beatin
lum. When asked why he permitted it he replies
that 1t seemed to please her and 1t did not hurt
him."* The Carter strategists would have agreed

1t was a new kind of convention. tueled by ngw
kinds of f®rces i our politics As | watched Can
ter's acceptance speech. | scrawled down a sene
tence tha! summarizes my feehings as a journalist
covering  something new

““The absulutism of good. predicated on a new
and strange popul diated by f. le un-
certainty and [Imlh’\l grasp. sold by the slickest
technique [ ever saw ™

Capital punishment: Greatest deterrent

When persons are convicted of a crime. it is up
to the courts to sentence them or mete out a pun-
ishment. If judges are not severe in their sentenc-
ing. there is little to deter criminals from repeat.
ing their crimes

On the other hand, if the sentence is too harsh,
it can tumn first offenders into hardened criminals

tion and retribution.
THE SUPREME COURT recently said the
death penalty is not cruel and inhumane treat-

HENRY M HOG AN, JR . Co-Pubiskes
PHILIP H POWER, Co-Pabisher
.

JOHN REDDY, Exaaiise Editor
ARTHUR LANGER, Acting Advertinng Manager
GARRY HEATH. Clarnfied Adveennag Vanager

DIVISION OF SUBLRBAN COMMUNIC §TIONS (CORPORATION .

STEVE BARNABY, Eduor
342 3400

)

—

emi
MICHIGAN PRESS ASSOCIATION

SUBLRBAN NEWSPAPERS OF AMERICA

NATIONAL NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION

ment and 1s the appropriate penalty for some
crimes

1t has been a long time since the State of Mich-
igan has had capital punishment.

Capital punishment is a very final thing. It
deters crime; it is the ultimate n separation
While it has no rehabilitative value, it contains ret-
ribution in that the community feels the criminal
has paid for his crime.

Capital punishment should not be used as a
threat and should not be used frivolausly. Yet, if
we don’t go back to making the punishment fit
the crime, society has neither A way of dis-
couraging violent crimes nor separating from so-
ciety on a permanent basis a criminal who has
been guilty of repeated acts of violence.

THE OPPONENTS of capital punishment have
said no man has a right to take another man's life
and that we should avoid Hamynurabi's philoso-
phy of “an eye for an eye.”

But turning it around. when it is not safe to
walk on the streets of major cities of the United
States. it is time for society to act to deter people
from taking eyes and lives.

In the past. capital punishment was arbitrarily
meted out to the point where minorities and the
poor seemed to dominate the death chambers.

The court ruled that the punishment could no
longer be nrbitl,:lrily used and recomnmended that
the consids

d only in cases where
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two trials are held—one in which the judge and
jury have tried the accused for guilt or nnocence,
followed by a separate trial to determine the prop-
er punishment, based on the severity o the

me.

THE DECISION CLEARS the air and. essen
tially. saves for the ultimate punishment the most
violent. anti-social acts

But more important, the supreme court ruling
says capital punishment is an appropriate punish-
ment for some crimes and that not to provide for
it in our laws means that we have remaved the
greatest deterrent from the minds of people who
mi?ht commit an unsocial act.

If our streets are to be made safe and our
homes to remain sacred. it is time that the Micb-
igan Legislature consider enacting a capital pug-
ishment statute.

It will tell those people bent on breaking the
law that society will hold them accountable



