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She also has
a story to tell

ag RS

Joe Weaver, special projects editor, discusses & story with Robbie Timmons before air ume.

THAT'S THE WAY it waa one altencon,  Every station spends lots of money on sur-
veys and market research. taking to view-
ers. asking them who they like lo e on
TV and what they wart Those ratings
show that viewers watch someone thal
enjoys their job, someons that b relaxed
and gets along wilh other anchor people

* “THEY LIKE TO watch & team At TV
2, we are [riendly on and off the air "

Robbie says she's interested in peopls
and what's going on which is the basis of
reporting In her oplnion

"Detroit is a big cty with lots of %o~
ies.” she 5aid. “Bul some stations get (0o
show bizty. They want 1o get more view-
ers 30 they try a ot of new gimmicks.

*'l don't like show biz in news. The news-
casters should be themseives, get along
and carry the message 1o the viewers.”

qualifies as one of “the new
breed of electronic jounalista” because
she |s familiar with both the front and
beck ends a camera. Versatile and
knowledgeable, she knows how (o operale
tne ENG mini cam. can edit flim and often
writes her own copy.

Above rght looking over
wire copy and trying to write 8
story that sounds right takes
up much of Robbie Timmons
tme. She must be able to write
a story that not only pieases
her viewers, but herseil.
Above: Smiling. well. 1t 13 part
of the job.

“THE OLD BREED were the news
papermen who made the transition into
elactronic media right {rom Lheir news-
desks into TV and radio,” said Richard
Graff, news director for WIBK.

he that was on her way o
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' she said. "My began In

Cokumbus when | was an editor of a com-

Wriung. rewriting. when 10 pany publication. In Jackson 1 was »

emphasize & phrase or under- strest reporter and also dd radio and an-

piay another are some of the chored 8 morning “news show

problems that Robbie Tim- SHE ALSO PRODUCED Uie news

mons must deal with every day She’s a graduate of Columbus Universily

and also attended Ohio State University.

as a journalist. Her part of the T hed TV experience from the A

job of broadcasting the news in
the most professional way be-
@ins with how she phrases her
QUesioNs In an Interview, con-
tinues with writing what will
sound good and have impact
1n 8 broadcast. and ends when,
having pored over it and poi-
ished it, she delvers the report
over the air.

and from high school drama.”
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Channel 18 1n Lansing hired me.
were mpecifically loaking for & female
reporter to anchor the news. she sald
“And | wasn afraid of 8 TV camera and
had the writing experience.

“In this job, everyday's ddlerent and |
like the variety."

Robbie finds her personal Life as exciting
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Between commercials, the news team really doesn't have much time
10 relax. They usually are busy organizing their reports or reading their
copy.

After the 11 p.m. news, Robbie Timmons balloonist Karl Thomas. Thomas' plane arrived
headed out to Metro Airport to do a story on  at2:30a.m.



