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OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC

[L20)

Farmington has old tradition of fun and games

By CORINNE ABATT

Recreation s a fun we of lesure e

Thomas Jeflerson latried it “the pursat
o hagpines* and placed 2 among the

Under the leadership of its first full-time
director, Douglas J. Gaynor. right. the Farm-
ington Area Recreaton Commission has

foremast nghts of Americar citizems in the
Dectaratwn of Independence.
¥rom the time the small Quaker commu-

added many new activities to the list of old

Put on running sneakers

took forward o spelling bres, quiting
bees. pichics. dances homelown talent

monal Dey and the Fourth of July
ALTHOUGH FARMINGTON was found-

ing 2 refuge trom women Lalking about
cake and bread recipes and how to make a

standards. Others on the statt from left are:
Mary Rogier, Dave Justus and Jef Farland.
(Pnoto by Cynthia Abatt)

and get on mark to go

Farmngion marathoners B on your
renang shows and get ready for the Farm-
nglon Founder Fesuval mansmarsthan
scheduled for Saturday. o $% am
Those nterested stll have tme to regs-
et by sendng entry blanks w0 the YMCA
Miny-Marathon Race. PO Box 334 Farm-
aglon. 404 Contestants ao may regs:
ter at the race
Contestants are o report 1 the Farm-
ngion Huls Oty Hall parking bt Eleven
Mile and Orchard Lake st 0% am ks
suggesied that parlcpants be appropn
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ately attired for the race Transportagon
for belongigs 1o the finsh line will be pro-
ded

"
The race 13 divided into four drvsioas.
The Mens Open Diveion B for those

younger than 40 [t wll be a 10 mule run
The Master Drvision 1 for men 40 years

and older 1t also will be a 19 mile run
A Women's Dwvson. for those 18 years
and oider. will be a five mie run
The Youth Dwision, 17 years and young:
er. & for both make and lemaie It wil be
» five mile run

aa

Pruzes will be trophes for the Br% five
finishers under 40 years of age, three sun-
ar troplues for the over &8 Medas wil
be provided for &h through 10th place fin-
ushers under 0 years. cmilar medak for
®h through 8th place fishers over ®
years

The winner of the women's dvwn will
receive a trophy. with the second and thard
place fnushers recerving medal

Medals will be provided for the first five
frushers in the youth competton
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rebellions oftspring keep hus golashes on i
awary.
Of the early taverns, the Phulbnck. at

nd friends. And merely hitch-
ing the horse 1o the wagon. dnsing into
town and stopping for ader or saspenilla
along the way was & big day in the ife of
the farmers

Almost certainly. loo. there were pic.
racs. ball games. herseshoes. croquet and
toward the end of the 1th century. teams
+long skirts onty for the ladses: and bicyel

g,

in the Town Hall days. recreation be
came more organized For one thing. there
was a place for cveryone 1o meet The
Town Hall was bult n 78 on the north,
west comer of Farmington and Grand
River It still stands. although larget than
the onnal. as one of the fine examples of
iate IR century archiecture

The Town Hall oftered a place for all
kunds of actity—trom political rallys to
Eastern Star mectings and  basketball

games

Schools were centers for recreatin by
e carly part of the 2ah century and
ports activities baseball and fucttall at
the high school were ammung the Mot popu:
lar

For thoae who preferred less violert con:
tact sports. there was a local movie thea
ter. usually a commuruty band and the De.
trast Urben Railay 1o satisty 2 spirit of
adventure and a yen 1o ravel beyond the
boundanes of the amall town

Recreatwon taday 1s a complicated and
wophusticated undertaking. b the old idea
of providing plenty ol activity nght at
home stll prevails

In addtwn o the high schuol sports
events and a rumber of worthy independ
ent groups. there are several umbrella or-
kanuzatwns which act as buth wnovators
and supporters of lenure activitks

The Farmngton Area Recreation Com
fussion was formed 1n 1948 and Douglas J
Gaynor was apported fins full-time direc-
e January 1975 This o initiates
year 'round programs and croperates 1
helping other wroups implement thirs

The Farmungton Communuty Center un
Farmingon Road north of Ten Mile 18 a
popular place for those who seek a produc

uve use of lewsure ime. (lasses for all age
groups held in the charming bnck country
home sre always well-atlended and are in
such vanety lo peak the interet of almost
every local person Mrs Alberta Taylor.
center drector. schedules everything from
classed in how to be a clown to horseback
nding. sking and art and craft in be-

\ween

The home and grounds were given as a
community center 1n 1968 by the heirs of
Luman Goodenough. (ne of the most re
cent cvents Lhat has rapudly developed into
a tradgion is the ethnic festival beld on a

n late spring

Lending . new ideas and & siz
cable amount of creative pzazz to the cul
tural bte of the community 13 the Farm
ngon Arca Arts Council under the lead-
ertup of Mrs Marlowe Belanger. Many
fimes it 1s the arts counal. the recreation
comimisuon and the ciies who coordinate
events logether

Others which have had a strong i
fluence on the fife of the communty are
the Farmington Commumty Band  the
Farmingon District Libranes, and «wseral
orgamztons which have taken leadership
rules in the Jast 10 years Thewe include

Univeraty Hills Church, Mercy Center, the

Farmington Musicale and Oskland Commu-

ty College Orchard Ridge Campus.
The stalwarts in the community who

ing_ community sel
and Girl Scouts. now grouped
more generol term Scouts, and the Farm-
inglon YMCA, have filled importank roles
tor many years

Since it was first organized n 1964, the
Founders Festival has been one of Lhe

sponworship of an i P,
Iestnal is the one event when all are wel-
come to participale From Lhe rodea 10 the
Muss Farmington contest. from hot dogs to
sumptious meals. from the game tenk o
helicupter ndes. 11 has something
cveryone—a ltal community event that
the founders of Farmington would have en-
joyed as much as the thousands who al-
tend today

It 15 a 21-gun salute 1o 8 dynamic com-
tmurity which combines a solid respect for
histors with an appreciation for the pre-
~ent. -

Batter up

Sue Becker (center) of 25850 Arden Park Drive, Farmington,
will be the "Honorary Tiger Bat Boy " at the Aug. 9 game. She won
the honor through a contest sponsored by Dameron Motor Sales,
Farmington. Celebrating the honor are her sister, Tracey, and
Ooug Dameron. Sue wilt receive a Tiger umform and heimet and
an autographed baseball, personally presented by Bill Freehan.

(Statt photo)

~ 9th Annual

SNAPSHOOTER SHOW

AND CONTEST

See Black and Whie and color
photographs entered by amateur
photographers whose general ex-
cellence equals many of the pro-
fessionals. Photographers from
throughout lower Michigan have

= S,

9 e AL ! @

antered

NOW Through
Sunday, Aug. 1st

KIDS!!!
WIN A T-SHIRT

Ploy minioture golf at
Livonia Mall. If you
get the ball in the’
clown’s note — you
win a humorous T-
shirtl (Sizes through
size 16, only). low
score players during the
week have a chance 1o enter
our waskly playoffs for tro-
phies. No charge for play-
offst

MIN|-
MARATHON

RouTs . g

LIVONIA
Parks & Recreation
HANDICRAFT
DISPLAY

THURSDAY THROUGH SATURDAY
JULY 29 thru 31st

Beoutiful Vocal Harmony by:
SWEET ADELINES
THURSDAY, JULY 29th  7:00 p.m.

BIVONTA
LACE

7 MILE RD at MIDDLEBELT
OPEN DAILY il 9 p.rr‘m--Sunday. Noon-5 p.m,
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Marathoners can clip out this map so they
won't get lost dunng the festival mini-mara-

thon. The rqce begins at Farmingto! Hills City
Hall, Eloven Mile and Orchard Lake, and ends

\\\

at Grand River and Farmington Road. Just
foliow the dotted fine and you're bound to

makeit. Y




