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which is pure gold.

Juty 26, 1976

How man seeks
intrigue in clocks

Cont. from "age 6
Cromwell era so wells

tie has four of them.
I'wo circa 1380, are Laa
tern or Cromwellian
clock«. tHandmade n
t3ri=tol. Kngland, they
have a sguare bDase with
a dome top.

One has original side
panels, those for the oth-
or are lost. He notes that
while the  works are
simplce, the workmaship
i exacting and  beau-
tiful.

Axhdown is one of (wo
remaining charter moem-
bers  of  the Michigan
areia National  Assoc)-
ation of Wateh and Clock
Collectors. s son. Neil,
1:3, is aalso a moemibber.

As an assayer and refi-
ner, Ashdown buys gold,
sitver and platinuam
picces. I they are not <sa-
lable he melts them into
pure blocks ot sheetls o
sl

' crazy about gold,”
he says=. "I've been buying
it since 193 I'm one of
the few  old-tashioned
smelters in the area with
my own furnace and my
own rolling mili.”

I'ne serap gold he buys
is from 12 carats owhich
is half gold. half other
meoetal) to 21 carats,
I'he
pure is marked 999 fine
plus. He melts the scrap
gold and silver. When it
is pure, he rolis it into

sheets and selis it to jow:
aters.

“I'm a gold bug, mysclf.
[ figare the two most pre-
cious things in the world
are gold and love.”

Pocket watches have alw
managed to collect ~undr

; been poputar and Ashdown has
ot ditferent modeis dating back

Gold pocket  watcehoes,
of course, aren’t melted
down. Many of his are
Inglish. One with  a
serow back is a Deuboer-
Hampton made in Ohio,
another is an early Now
York standard.

And his wild horses
are another story. 'hoese
arce dreams |, the chases
alfter wreasure. the mil-
lion-in-one  chance to
strrike it rich.

tie =sclls metil doetee.
tors—machines which
bDicep swhen held close 1o
the ground i there s
maetal andoer them.

He once ftound an 18514
Canadian hallf penny
next o his house with a
detector, He  also has
found bulicts in the Ma-

~onic  Femple Yard.
I'hiere " have been other
finds, he sayvs, close (o

home.

PFrue to the treasare
hunter's anweritten code,
Ashdown won't give ex-
act locntions,

Fortunately, he  says,
hisx  wife, Joyee, likes
chasing wild horses 1oo.
=shce's wilting to take off
in the car or across the
fields when i muataal
spirit moves them.

"People in this area
don’t dream and so they
don’'t buy the detectors
much. You've gzot to be a
drecamer to expect to find
somcthing when you go
out. it's kind of like being

an  alcoholic—once  you
start chas~sing wild
horses, you never  got
overit”

severa! decade . (Stalf ph¢. )y Harry Mauthe)



