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The sun looms over Botsford Inn. The historical restaurant and
Inn stilt attracts patrons trom around the state.

The tradition continues

Cont. from Page 17

Behind the old struc-
ture, the sStable was
recently converted into a
banquet and recoption
hall for wedding parties
and other tlarge gather-
ings. I'he stable has ac-
tually been encased by
the bDrick building  in
such a way as (o preserve
much of the atmosphere
of the interior.,

I'ree trunk sized
beams hold up the rafi-
cers. I'he beamed roof is
fully visible through a
plateglass  ceiling  ran-
ning the length of the old
barn. Mammoth doors at
cach end are as they
were when the hall was
u=ed for horses.

Outside. a  three-foot-
high stone wall, built to
last forever, encloses the
Clara Ford formal rose¢
garden. Beyond it. owner
Anhut has added an out-
door swimming pool for
guests. There is atso a
private ¢lub membership
oOpen o commuanity resi-
dents, .

I'WENTY YEARS ago.
Anhut bought many
items of furniture and
decoration from Ford's
Fairtane Estate and
added them to his collec-
tion. It is an appropriate
location ¢l Ford's beau-
tiful things to be dis
played since he admired
the old place for the nos-
talizic feelingzs il gave

him. A Swins Stella ma-
sic box. which plays
large metal discs, was
iford's most valued pos-
session.

Iin the grounds s dis-
played a wooden
stagecoach with leather
side curtains and iron
tires. A melodiam (small,
foot-pump organ) and a
delicate 1801 Nunns har-
psichord., a collection of
old bottles and mugs, as

well as a hand-carved
alabaster lamp and
china and porcelain

dishes are among the in-
teresting and unusual at-
tractions for those who
stay at Botsford Inn!

One distinctive touch
of fienry Ford is the Pan-
eled Dining Room, done
in white pine colored by
corn c¢ob smoke. Ford
had =seen the ham smok-
ing process on his
Georgia plantation and
decided it could be adapt-
od for the treatment of
wood paneling. I'he idea
warked remarkably well;
the coloration is rich and
thie wood needs only to be
rubbed occasionally.

Converting Botsford
Inn for modern con-
veniences (heating, bath-
rooms=. and air
conditioning) was not
tereibly difficalt accord-
ing to Anhut. "It was 50
typical of the kind of
thing Henry Ford would
do.” he said.
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