All-Michigan show designed to kill myth

By ETHEL SIMMONS

Do Michigan art collectors prefer
New Yorkart? Dolocal artists have
to make it professionally in the Big
Apple before their work rates with
knowledgeable art collectors here?

West Bloomfield artist Mary
Beard, who is serving as exhibition
coordinator for the Pontiac Crea-
tive Art Center (PCAC), said she
wants to destroy the myth that
Michigan collects New York art.

To prove her point, visually, she
has organized a major exhibition
“Michigan Collects Michigan Art,”
which will open Sept. 11 at the
PCAC at 47 Williams.

Although there have been ex-
hibitions of Michigan art in the De-
troit area, this is the first show in
recent years tocover a broad range
of art from a historical perspective.

“THIS 1S the old vs. the new,”
Mrs. Beard said. “It shows where
the artists came from artistically,
from representational art of years
ago to the experimental art of to-
day

Sixty-five artists, including
many from the Birmingham.
Southfield-Rochester area, are
represented inthe show. Works are
limited to une by each artist.

The art works were chosen by
Mrs. Beard in conjunction with 27
grommenl collectors who live in

lichigan.

Mrx. Beard has been putting the
show togrether only since Apnil. It
was not a difficult job for her, she
said.“I know the artistsandthe art
acene and the names of their collec-
tors,” she said.

As an artist, she had heard of
many well-known collectors but
didn’t know them personally.

“There are peer groups in art.
There are peer groups in collectors;
they know each other. They re into
collecting like artists are into
painting or sculpture.”

MRS. said she expectsall
the collectors to attend the show's
opening night, which will include a
“controversial discussion of art.”

A panel organized by Rabbi
Sherwin Wine, program coor-
dinator, will consider the pros and
cons of “Can You Learnto Love the
Art You'd Like to Hate?" .

A catalogue for the show will in-
clude statements from each of the
collectors on why they collect
Michiganart. Theirstatementsare
lifely, provacative and in many
cases startling. Their views are
different as their collections.

There are statements from Mary
Denision, artist Reva Shwayder,
architect Eliot Benson, and Martin
and Rosalie Butzel, among the
local collectors

More area coliectors are Ivabel
Harlan, Mr.and Mrs. Avern Cohen,
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Dr. and Mrs. Edwin Deer, Mr. and
Mrs. Fred Ely, Mr. and Mrs. John
Turmala, Mr. and Mrs. Leonard
Lewis, Mr. and Mrs. Eliot Robin-
son, Richard and Jan De Vore, Mr.
and Mrs. E. Jan Hartman.

Mr. and Mrs. Brooks Barron, Mr.
and Mrs. Gilbert Silverman, Mr
and Mrs. Norman Randall, Mr.and
Mrs. Sidney Hiller, Mr. and Mrs.
Sam Bernstein and Mr. and Mra
John Haro.

Mrs. Beard said one of the rea-
sons she wanted a show featuring
collectors is so “people would be
familiar with them as people, not
just a name.”

ART WORRS displayed date back
to the 192Us and up to today. lan
Lyons, PCAC director is doing spe-
cial research on the backgroundsof
eight Michigan artists shown who
have made important contribu-
tions to the art world.

This material, which will be a
catalogue highlight, emphasizes
the late David Friedenthal, with
*Cement Mixer WPA™ showing
project of the 1930s" Sarkis Sarki-
sian, retired as heard of the Detroit
Society for the Arts and Crafts;
Walter Midener, who presently
heads the society now knownasthe
Center for Creative Studies; the
iate Zoltan Sepeshy, who was pres-
ident of the Cranbrook Academy of
Art; Wallace Mitchell, current

resident of Cranbrook; the late

ary Chase Stratton, whose
ceramics of the 1920s are treasured
art works; the late Albert Kahn,
architect; and the late Charles
Culver, painter.

Some works in the show are on
loan from the Detroit Institute of
Arts. Dr. John Neff, curator of
Modern art at the institute, isloan-
ing from his personal collection an
experimental art work of plas-
ticized cloth tape by Steven Foust

Other experimental artists,
working in the newer mediums,
who are in the show include Gary
Smith, with a kinetic light box
(from the Walter and Mary Deni-
son collection).

Exiubition coordinator Mory Beard powes with ocrylic “Painting No. 6" by

Asis Koutroudis (Stal photos by Barboro McClellan)

“IT GOES round and round and
says, ‘I am not & work of art,” " ac-
cording to Mrs. Beard.

art is represented with a
and Metal” box by Gary
minimal art with a black
ting by Shelden Iden ¢“That's
a3 Near as you can get to minimal
art,” Mrs. Beard said); and con-
structions by David Barr.

“Blueprint” by Mary Heard,

which she did for & space series, is

Christian women bring

8 ALICE Couns

The Northwest Detrow Christian
Women's Club doesnl have an offcul
membership hist. but #s charwoman
Mary Walker of Bioomlield Hills. says at
tendance at 1ts monthly luncheon meetings
ranges from 10 (6 190

We donl want anyone o feel obbgated
1o come  she 1ad. Thats why there are
o lists They come when ¢ fits nio thew
schedules or when they want o

Musxc and prayer are deeply niegraied
o the meetings

Praver 13 3 vital pant of our

luncheon with a frend exght years ago and
immediatels fell 1n love weh the organza
ton

For 10 vears the Chstian womens
group has been praymng for a lacity n
the Drirod area large enough o accom-
modate the Billy

- Pontiac
built and Blly Graham will be here Ot
1524 !
CAROLYN LUNN of Farmngion. who o
activetr 1avolved with the club. & enng
a3 praver advisor for the Graham crusade
hete .

Most of the women who attend our

luncheons are homemakers and come
l

from the Birmingham Bloomfield Troy
area from Southfied Fammingwon. Roval
Oak Rochester and uther surroundng com
munities

The Chrstan Women's Club mrets at
1230 pm on the second Tuesday of each
month at the Somerset lin m Troy Al
each luncheon there 13 2 special speaker
and music. On Aug 10 Gbna Carter au
thor of The Stones Cry O™ way guest
speaker

The organuzation 1 nondenumanatonal
sad Mrs Walker.

“THERE ARE three topes banned from
our luncheons—anything sectarun. poulics
and calories ~ she sad  Exenbudy sticks
1o that pretty well.

“We alwayy remind them at te bogn
fung of each meeting and they st dnt
discuss those thungs.

For women who work dung the dav
tume there ™ a companon organuaton
Chnistian Buviness and Professional
Women who meet on the thrd Tuesday of
cach month at the Birmngham Commu
nty House

There s abo a couples chub started two
months ago.

Additonal nformation abost any of the
three groups may be obtamed by caling
Mrs Margaret Howay of Troy at 5881164
Mrs Howay 13 the telephune charwoman.

WORKING WITH Mrs Waker a the

head of the women's club are Martha Ber
ger of Bloomfweld Hills. vicecharwoman
Loty Merscies of Bloomfield Hills cuntact
chairwoman Joyce Groh of Brmngham
prarer advisor. and Dons Drckes of Be
mingham. project chairwoman.

All three of the Chrstan chubs n the
area are connected with a national organt
zton catled  Stoaceralt  bcated o
Ramsas Gty Moo with muee than 140
Clubn throaghout the workd

included in the show, ffom the col-
lection of the John Turmalas. Mra.
Beard said the blueprint was from
a one-man show that traveled to
the Midland Center for the Arts.

The Pontiac Women'a Guild has
arranged for area women to be do-
cents ut the exhibition. The Pon.
tine Society of Arts and Pontiac
Arts Council has shared in plan-
ning.

Docents will conduct individual

Zoltan Sepeshy's “Poet Peosant”

in oil is from

the collection of Eliot ond Salty Robinson.

I
Artists represented

Aren artists whose work will be
shown in “Michigan Collects
Michigan Art” include the follow
ing:

George Vihox of Birmunchan,
Ray Froat Fleming of Bloathfiel)
Township., Reva Shwayder of
Franklin, Sally Robinson of Bir
mingham, Wullace Mitchell of
Bloomfickl Hills, Mary Beard of
West Bloomfield, Robert Kidil of
Bloomfield Township, Marie Woo of
Birminghum,.; -

Burbars Wittanberg of Sauth-

tield, Michael Hall of Bloomfield
Hills, Richard De Vore of Bloom-
freld Hills, Hannah Stiebel of
Bloamfickl Hills, Carolyn Hall of
Birmunghum, Tom Brun of Roches.
ter, Arthur Schneider of Franklin,
Glen Michaels of Birmingham,
Jolin Glich of Furmington and
Michele Doner of Franklin,
Cirol Wald of New York, a former
Suuthfield resident, is among the
ADihigas, urtists not presently re-
siding in Michigin who are in-
aded e the show !

tours during the show. Group tours
can be arranged by calling the art
center at 333-T849.

THE GALLERIES will be opon
from 10 wm. to 4:30 p.m. Monday
through Saturday. " Becuuse of the
importunce of the exhilntion the
gableries alxo will be open Sunduy
from 1 to 5 p.m.” Mra. Beard suul.

‘The show is upen (o the public
without charge, through Oct. v

Panwelists for the wpening night
program will e De. John Neff of

“Uie Tretrot Instiute of Arts; Gil-

bert Silve oanTinternational

tor; Ruth Ruttuer, instructor
1t hiatory at the University of
Windsar; anik antist Max Shaye of
Franhhin. Rabb Wine, leader of

the Birsvogehane Temple, will
oderite

Billy Graham to area

Since there are na officwls menbers 0
the clubs there are no dur. But the plie
1s passed at luncheons to rase money fur
the natwnal projects—supporung Chistian
misswnanes i small communties n the
United Stafes where there are na
churches

Thene attendiag the medtings pay for the
luncheons  and Stonecroft publishes
munthly maganne to which fllowers sb
~eribe .
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SHOP JAC

As the gang gets in gear for a
new school year, tune in to our fall
fashion line up for Miss J and Mr. J
... Thursdsy. August 19 at 7:30 PM.
a caravan of colors will travel before
your eyes with the pacesetting
styles right for your way of life.

Jacobsons

BIAMINGHAM

OSSON'S THURSDAY AND HIDAY EVENINGS Tk NINE
2 MOURS FREE PARKING . . . WHEN YOU MAKE A PURCHASE




