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The ACLU director adds, “I think we  public

emergency
The center opened July 30, after months
of planning by a group of city. county and
sate officials.

ad
Killeen continued, ““The lack of sustan-
ng e care for these probiems

THE COMMISSIONER added that Lhe
new law which decriminalizes public drunk-
eness anly gives legal sanclion to what he
sid has bren “'a common. defacto prac-
tice on the part of the police for some

ume.

Partly t help prevent jail overcrowding
and partly in sympathy sgainat criminal
charges for excessive drinking only. police

officers no longer arrest as many people
a8 they did in the past for alcohol abuse.
Killeen saud

He added, “Our concern is whal is hap-
pening 0 those people, and the whole phu-
losophy behund the emergency

provide a means of care for these individ-
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wraight minor party or major party tick:

ete. He says the (act that voters couldn

split their party affillations probsbly hurt
irties.

uals who are surcly i as much need as .

ever -

MARSHALL GANT, awustant director of
Harbor Lights. said he thunks the umit is
fuliblling & big need in the area "1 am
really elated at Uus pilat project being
sarted It was sorely needed.” he said.

Gant continued, *Alcoholics can die 30
quickly it would make your head swim. A
drunk tank 1 not the place for them. If we
@t someone Lhal we feel 13 1n dangerous
condilion. we get them down to Detroit
General "

Gantl added that patients have been
treated from all over the state and that re-
ferrals have been iliang every treatment
program avaitable.

ANOTHER ADVANTAGE 1o & treatment
center such as Harbor Lights 1s the easing
of the taxpayer’s burden for alcohotics. Ac
cording to Dr. Edward Letbson. Wayne
County coordinator for substance abuse
treatment. having the alcoholic reatment
transferred from the criminal justice sys-
tem to Lhe public health department and
recognized as an iiness will cut the cost Lo
taxpayers from £300 per ferson per day Lo
2

“Harbor Lights 18 ancther great addition
10 one of the finest drug Lreatment centers
0 the natn,” Killcen concluded
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