Serious comedy cures
the summertime blues

8y ERIC PETERS

The Farmingion Playens’ summer stock
at the Barn Theatre s 2 rather

"1
abe during the vacation months. the Play-
3 have launched 3 serous adull comedy:
&ama by Mart Crowley caled “The Boys
@ the Band "~
+il 15 a play about the complet emotonal
Wes of exght homosexuals “Boys | the
Band effecuvely raises quesbons about
the social and personal prodiems of 3 Lfe-
e spent adpsting Lo a canditon of sex-
ual deviance d altemnpls © answer some
of them It s also a voyeurs eve vew of
an wner circle of ~ trends and lovers” m 3
world one can never see wthout becomng
2 member and never hear of b by m
nuendo of ndicule

1n additon W the characiers’ attempts
at self adjusiment there ary contnual pas
tonngs for power and sbmowon The
competition theme 1+ best dexcribed by bor-
rowing from another souce A homose-
xual ¢ Ingmar Bergman's fim “Face
Face * dexcribes tus lfe “ln our cruel
market dwkoralty is total and competiton
nuhless

So it 1v with the "Boys” The field ©
wide open and governed by the mot fickle
moods and shfting sets of rules

THIS PHENOMENON s capsubzed i a
part game sequence which sefves the pur-
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pose of a “play withn a play” structure.
Rules are created for the occassion by

10 manpulate and degrade the others

1n the game. each s to telephone the one
person he has “truly loved™ and snnounce
that secret passwon. thereby srppng
:'-y layers of affectaton. artficiality and

-repression
Trorscally. 2 calls upon esch person b

lover. Donald (Steve Zygmont). who
drves up for weekend trys

Mcheal has 3 weaknes for expensive
sweaters. jet travel. akohol and Bette
Davis movies Donsld s 3 near rechuse
who reads books and scrubs fioors n 2
room above his parents’ garage

Larry (Phul Embury) and Hank (Puillip
Scheratt) compnse another couple. but one
with 3 stormeer relatonshp Larry loves
Hank : ha own way. refusing to be mon-
ogamous Athlethic and conservauve.
Hank. a schoolteacher with a wife and two
chudren. Lves with Larry and loves hm
with 3 jeabusy which makes hum niler-
ant of the other’s philandermg To further
complicate matters. there i somethng be-
tween Larry and Donald about which they
are very coy in froat of others

Emory 1Rick Thayer. funay and pathet
«. a blatant, prosmuscous. faunting lary
15 described as beng “lke 3 bugterfly n
heat " He 13 the object of most of the sar-
casm and aggression He w the sssy who
persists in refernng to everyone with femr
rine pronouns He lacks the dgnty that
the others are striving o aitan as f thew
Lives depended. upon 1 Emory u the
image of the homosexual most held by the
world one which the others would kke to
see abolished

Bernard (Jerry Jackson) i an odd man
ut. not only because he & sngle but abo
because he 13 black Everyone but Emory
treads Lightly with Bernard and in one con-
fronlation with Micheal. we leam why Of
everyone 1n the “band” Bernard seems
most ashamed of reveabrg hs own se-
crets When he 1 goaded nwo telphonng
hus only true love he is nddied with regr
ets afterwards

Haroid 1Joha Bruning' i the durthday
boy He and Micheal are the centers of
group acuvity He is ungle and duly re-
cenes as a birthday guft 3 “mudmght cow.
boy " 1larry Stevens) who 8 “dumb but
beautiiul * Harold is obsessed with hamse¥
and his appearance He complams about
his weight and complexion. bax overeats
and aggravates hus pocked sk by usng
tweezers to remoe-his facl hars

Harold s the reason for the viperous

wnexpected

and ceramly our of place He » Alan
+Jac! Grulke:. an oid college chum of
Micheal's who may or may not be aware
of Micheal's condition

Alan has come to lown dutraught over
lus impending divorce from wie Fran He
1s labeled “super-straght” and the party
goers are given instructions of By bw
untl he leaves Unexpectedly. thngs take
3 nasty tum and Micheal 0 an aicoholic
fury. plots to draw Alan nto a web of self-
destruction and 1o crush ha diusons about
normaky and decency

“Boys 1 the Band™ s about the struggle
of homosexuals to emerge from the dark-
ness of shame and secrecy The charac-
ters grapple with 3 conundrum abou them-
seives without & key. edding explanabon
It s also sbout ndividusls strugghng with
their emotons and probiens

Where the play deives nto the former. &
s fascinating n ¢s strange and sahul de-
viation from the norm Where & desb wih
the latter. 2 3 8 subjectiol uneversal apph-
cation and sympathy

By o means an outstandng play. “Boys
in the Band " 1 an mteresung. funny and
ntelligent uoe [t i3 defndely an aduk
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Ralph

who really dorsn) want 10 be what he o,

uck Thayer as the ethdiomstic Emory

who exemplifies the clasac “pansy” and

John Bruning. as the homely Jewsh nar-

csst who 13 the only match for Micheal
Direcuon. very good oversl. was by

audbences can expect another good produc-
ton from the Players

OU improves
festival area

« for a majpr landscapng and m
provements program al the Meadow Brook
Music Festival

The Board of Trustees at its Aug § meet-
g approved Eichatedt. Gnmim. Young

low bads for Lhe projects up Lo a maxmum

Thursdey, Augus 19, 1976
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From left, Philip Schmint, Jack Gruike, Ralph Rosati, Rick Thayer, Jerry Johnson and Steve
Sygmont perform a scene from the Farmington Players' presentation of the “Boys in the Band.” The

o $145.000. comedy-drama expiores the fears and frailties of a group of homosexuals.
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