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Twenty Five Cents

Hills launches $1 million rebate bonanza

Former owners disgruntled

Planning a career

Richard Combs of Farmington (left) and
Scoot Christy of Farmington Hulis joined Daine
Krumweide of Pontiac recently to watch the
fourdrinier papermaking machine in Western
Michigan University's paper science and engi-
neering department facilites during a week-

long science career program. The three stu-
dents were part of a group of 52 top-leve! high
school seniors who actually made paper and
engaged in other labratory exercises at WSU
under the sponsorship of the Paper Tech-
nology Foundation at the coliege,

Northwestern impact study

By STEVE u&unv
Farmiagton editor
Some former Farmington Hills property
owners may find out that all that ghtters
't gold
The Fagmungton Hills Qity Counail has
voted to pay $1 million in rebates (o proper-
ty owners presently holding title  land
which was taxed for water and sewer
tonds between 196167
City Finance Director Girard Miller said
at this week's council meeting that hus of
fice alrcady was receiving phone cally
from disgruntled persons who actuslly
paid the assessment but have since sold
the property
Even though the previous property
ouners may have actually paid Lhe special
assessment. they won't receive even one
rod cent
Payments will beqin on December 1 to
thase property owners who hold title to an
estimated 4.700 parcels of land 1n the Hilts
. Although voung to pay the rebate. Coun-
‘iman Earl Opperthauser expressed reser-
vations
“WHAT IS THE EQUTTY in retumung
the funds 10 the present property cwners
ntrn 1t was the former property owners
paid the assessment.” he asked
\||Her told the council the question. by
law  already i settied
* share Councilman Opperthauser's con.
cern But the state Jaw and the city char
ter 12y3 the funds should go 10 the owner
of_record.” said Miller
The first phase of the pragram will in.
volve the reiease of $800 000 net fund ba
ances 10 3.400 parcels Those funds will be
paid 1n the December installment. accord
g to the city admumstration
The se of the program. pres.
ently scheduled for 1977-78. will involve re.
lease of an additional $265.000 of fund bal-
ances to another 1300 parcel owners
Property owners 1n 20 of the city’s  to
85 specral assessment distrcts will be re-
‘cerving redate checks of from 30 to $500
according o Miller The average refund
Wil be
Also cat of tuck mav be those property
awners hoiding a land conract which
hasn't been recorded Payment only will

Consultant issue poses problems

The Northwestern Citizens Advisors ¢om
mtter debated this weel the -
g e two or three consultan's th gather
wiormation about the wnpact of the pro
samed extensi of Northwestern Higtwas

There are seme problems with the two
xawtant approach  sad Edward Ka.
zenko of the Michigan Department of
State Highwars and Transportation

Administratinel ity 2 mghtmare [t
coud be the downfall of this commuttee
ne continued

He recommendad hiring a third consult-
ant 10 coord:nate the work of the others

There would be some duplication of effort
with the involvement of a third consultant
who 18 primaniy dancing between the
aher two

The group has the option of hiring one
owmullant who would hure two others to
heip Rather the information
¢ ne consuttant usually brings i a firm
that 15 knowledgeable i an area where he
& ot Kazenko explamed. | doaY tunk

were gong to find one single consutant
that could handie evenything ' |

comer
northwest corner

“sultants

of money

EVEN WITH three consultants he sad
there would stiil be some subcontracung
o other consultants

We need a strong hand guding the
sudy  said Walker L. Cisler the group s
chairman  There may be dupbcation of el
lort ar vou 1] have three sides to the ques-
ton

You gain mote control with one consult
ant  sad John Makns. of the Audubon So-
ety But whoever pays the bull will look
and say "OK. well do ut that way. '

The consultants to the group will study
the impact of the highway on traffic flow.
development a3d the environment in the af-
fected area

" inside

wency fund

struction costs.

those areas

Be sure 0

countes.

The techmical advisors commattee de-
fined the area of the mpact study as ex
send.ng from Southfield i the southeast
to Commerce Township i the

The general study area inclided West
Bloomfieid. Farmungton Hills Frankln Vil
lage. Southfield and Commerce Township
* The project 13 expected to cost about

- §88.5 mullion. nearly double of the $4) mil-
lon estimated cost of three years ago.

Kazenk: estimates the consultants’ lees
to cost about §965.000
double or triple if we use (wo or three cun

he sad

“Data collection involves large amounts
1t involves dgging out reams
and reams of data. It's cost doesnt reflect
its importance ~ Kazenko said

It doesnt actually

MAKRIS HAD pointed out that the cost
of the analysis would account fer 15 per
cent of the projects cost

About 861 7 mullion has been carmarked
for the highway's construction. $17.5 mil-
Lon for purchasing the rghts of way and
3 mullion has been set aside in 3 contin-

The federal urban fund. which was pro-
grammed for the extension of North-
western Highway. 1s expecied to yeld
$163 million for the project
through which the highway will be con-
structed will pay 125 per cent of the con-
Only cities with popu-
Lations of more than 5500 are expected to
be blied for a percentage of the costs

Farmungton Hults, which could be includ-
od in the ities footing 8 percentage of the
costs, 1sn't included by the state among

In 1969, when the decision was made (o
bl the cities. Farmngion Hills'

ON THE BACK OF YOUR
CARAIER RECEIPT

1ave your carer
receipt this month. You can save
$1000't the reguiar price of your
next medium Of large pirzs by t
prasenting it at participating Littie
Caesars’ in Wayne and Oakland

lation wasnt more than $.500

it's not known W Farmungton Hilis will
eventually be included on the hists of pay
ng cities. according to Kazenko.

Although the state highway department
hasn't squght out rights of way 10 acquire
for the project 1t 13 buying some land
from hardship cases. he sad

Each cuy

popu-

The right of way division has purchased
six parcels from hardship cases. he sad
These include the home of a man who
bought property i Flonda n anticipation
of the higitway department purchasing his
Michigan home. When the department
ceased purchasing he was lelt with two
homes

i Construction

Earth movers and steam shovels do their job on Nine Mile and

a1

Shiawassee as road and drainage construction continues
through the summer months. (Statf photo by Harry Mauthe)

\

9 t0 thase property owners of record who
have been tumed up by a title search to be
;onduded by the Loftis Title Company. of

Toy

The refunds are & result of the cily. then
a township. selling the bonds for sewer
and watef systems at a lower rate of nter
e than expected. said Miller

Also some tesidents pre-paud the assess.
ments and the city reinvested the money
al a higher rate Pant of the construction
‘surplus alss was due to construction costs
being lower than the ity estimated sud
Miler

PAYMENT WILL BE MADE stnctly o
the results of the Uitle search. said admunts.

fration officials If there Is disagreement
an land contract holders it will have to be
wived botween them in count, sald City At-
torney Terry Brennan

Those property owners wha have bren
paving 1n installments will receive a‘cred-
1t

The rebate came about because Lhe cily
has passed the hreak even point on the
bonds The surplus exceeds what property
oswners still owe the city for construction

By law the citv 15t required to refund
the money until the bonds come due in
three or four years. according to Miller
Hut the council’s vote lo approve payment
and launch the title search assures the be-
wnning of the payments

Statistics spur
drinking hearing

Recent statistics released by the Mich-
1gan State Police alleging that alcohol re
lated suto accidents are on the increase
among the 13-20 vear old age bracket hay

the Farmington Hilis Qty Coun-
il to cal) a public heanng on the 1ssue
lmember Joanne Smuth called for
the public hearing on Sept 20 urging res:-
dents 1 thse age groups W give their
Views on whether or nat the legal drnking
age should be raised back to 21

““We are tatking about somethung that 18

a terribly important issue for young per-
and parents. both.” she said at this
week's council session

Presently. four bills are being consid-
ered by wate legisiators to hike the age
back to 21 as it was in 1971

It scems that some people are sanng
we'll let vou vote but not drink On the
ather hand. we allow older persons lo
drink a1 thev donl even care ta ole.”
she sud

THE OTHER COUNCIL members
agreed 8 hearing should be conducted to
aid the council in formulating a recommen-
dation to the state’s lawmakery Anmounce:
ments will be made In the high schonls for
tudents 1o let their views be known Also
representatives from the two ity social
agencies wll be invited—Farmunglon Area
Adwvisory Council (FAAC) and the Farm.
uigton Youth Assistance(FYA!

State Rep Wilbur Brotherton (R-Farm-
ngton) 15 conducting & survey to deter-
mmune how area residents feel about the pre-
sent legal dnnking age

Hrotherton. 1n a hews letter to hus con-
stituents, says logic leading to lowering
the drinking age may have been faulty

“The frend seems to be going in the op-
posite direction as more and more state
legislatory begin to reflect that they did
not do the teen-agers any favors when they
lowered the age to 18" he said

“Possibly. they might have ‘done the
youth 3 great disservice in view of the
facts that have been revealed in Michican
studies since the drinking age was lower
o

According to Brotherton studies reveal
that

#Accidents nvolving those belween 18
and 20 who have been drinking have 15
cTeased by 1885 per cent Aceidents m
‘olving drinking teen-agers under 13 have
Increased by 118 per cent  Compare those
figures to the sccident rate among teen.
agers who haven'l been dnnng For
those below 18. the increase was one per-
cent. while the increase for those between
18 and 20 was 1 per cent

#The number of dnnking drivers under
18 increased by 118 per cent while the num-
ber of drinking drivers between 18 and %0
increased 161 per cent

»Another problem 13 the accesuibalty of
alcoho! to those under 18. Accident rates
and alcoholism rates show that there are
many more 1618 year<ld dnnkers than in
w1

oln addition. educators and parents
have expressed concern about studerts ap
pearing tn schogl or at school “tunctions
under the influenice of alcobol. Incidents of
alcohol abuse among younger students are
reaching epidemic proportions because of
the trickle down effect of the dnnking at
18 law

“THESE FACTS INDICATE that per
haps Michigan lawmakers should turm the
clock: backwards and admut they might
have made an error in public policy * said
Hrotherton

Opponents to increasing the legal drink
ing age say that the satistics are com.
paring apples to oranges and are weighed
unfavorably against the teen-age driver

Opponents also say that it is unfair to
wve 18 veat olds the adull prvileges and
responsibalities of voting and fighting wars
and disallow them the right to dnnk alco
holic beverages

There has been some question as 1o
whether 1t was conslitutional to give other
nghts of majonty to 18 vear olds without
extending drinking prisiieges However the
constitutionality of establishing 3 high age
for legal drinking than for other aspects of
the age nf majpnily has been upheld by sev
cral court decisions.” said Brotherton

Michigan's attorney general has alw
ruled that the legislature can raise the
drnking age to 217 he said

Santomauro fills
] deputy director post

Farmington Police SQ John Sant-
mauro. 77. the youngest man of his rank in
the department witl becume 113 second s
command Sept |

Santomauro. who will be promoted ta
Iu-utmm will fil] the newly created st

of deputy public safety director

He will oversee the dailv operation of pa
trol duties. traffic control. investigation
and act a3 a liason officer between Police
Quef Damiel Byrnes and officers on the
road

“What I'm immediately going (o be
dong 13 improving on what we have.” said
Sentomauro. & seven-year veteran of the
department

“Traling 18 an 1mportant part of what
we have here | want lo (mprove the i
service lraining of the department | want
the the officers 1o participate even more in
the community **

IMPRESSED BY A SEMINAR in De
troit. which was conducted by members of
the London Metropolitan police system. he
wants (o bald greater unty between the
department and the communty

'} was greatly impressed by the strong
unity between the police and the popu
tation in England.” he remarked

“} think it would be great if we estab
lished beat cops in the city But you have
to work within your budget A mobde unit
can cover more territory than a beat cop.”
he said.

He believes the department has estab-
lished @ pattern of “consistent enforce-
ment” which helped 1t (o patrol the parks
in the ares

“The problem with the Kids on the street
isnLcGr greatest problem 1t's something

t's handied on a onc to one basis be-
tween the officer and the kid on the

reet.” he said

Ssniomauro helped to establish the

SGT JOHN SANTOMAURO

aty's police reserve unil. compoesed of ¢
villan volunteers He wrote the unit's mun-
ual and established its ranking

Farminglon waived the age limit of its
patrolmen to allow the then 20-yearold
Santomauro Lo join the department in 158
He was promoted to sergeant two years
later.

“He's probably the youngest sergeant in
the department.” B\rrn said “He's gt a
dvnamic personality "

“He's reorganized the reserves and -
qraded 1ts professlonalism.” he said.
was a dnving force behind the reserve pro-
gram. three or four years ago "

A resident of the Hills, Santomauro will
receive a BA in police administration from
Madonna College his fall

“its tough 1o (ind the time.” he sad.

~'But you don't get nothing for nothing "

He joned e Farmington police depart-
ment. ofter his discharge from the ma-
nines.

“1 was a sergeant In the infantry in Viet
nam.” he said “lhadlnnﬂulowwom
cery' tralning school. But there was
on st the time and [ decided nct 1o go.
v -




