Sharp Gary, winner' of the Michigan
Mile with Sam Maple in the saddle. appears to

be flying as
finigh.

chased by Methdioxya at the

Freak break

High hopes end
for Royal Glint

The 2&h Michigan Mile 13 now history Tt
will go into the record as Sarp
Gary. the winner. Methdioxya. second and
Dancing Gun. third

Years from now. only close reviewing of
the files will show what many will remem-
ber as the last carece race for the 1%h mul-
honare in the histary of thoroughbred rac
wng. Roval Glint

Royal Glint Dan Lasater's six-vearold
Round Table gelding. broke down i the
$100.000 race just as be was beginning o
draw away in the nine-horse field He was
35 1n the wagering and broke a lut of
hearts as well as pockettwoks

Drck Wilson. general manager of the De-
troit Race Course. fell that the near fatul
nyury to Royal Ghint had an upsetiing ef
fect on many of the crowd of 1628

““The betting handle on the last race ithe
race foliowing the Mile) dropped off more
than $60.000 from last vear's final race on
Michigan Mile day We feel that the inprv
10 Roval Glinl bothered # ot of people

One person it didnt seem to buther (0o
much or nut as much as one mught guess
was Dan Lasater. youthful owner of Roval
Glint

What can sou say about something like
this™ he asked in a post-race Intenicw

He was perfectly sound going into the

He’s off to coach Olympians

By JOHN BOZZO

John Mason who bult 2 dwmasty a
head coach of the Crandrovk Swim Clud
for the past rune vears has accepted an as-
mstant coachng b at a Calfornia swim
club which placed six members on the 1978
US Ohympic team

News of Masan's new job comes after be
led the Cranbrook ciub to its fifth straght
Northern Suburban Swim League cham-
pionship The club has not been beaten m
dual meets since 1971 winung 33 10 a row
He. 850 was head cvach of the Birmung-
ham Growes grls swmming team. the

«

ant coach of the boy's team at Groves

Mason sad that coaches at clubs Like the
Mission Viey Swim Qlub in Mission Viepo
Calif where he will soon he working. are
aliowed to 1mplement the type of program
which develops Olvmpic qualty swim-
mers

“Tous area 1s a hot bed of swimmung and

coach put in the tvpe of program to devel
op smimmers Each litie town wants s
own club and its own name stamped on it
Until they get over that they'll never have

swimmers of national caliber

Michigan Stingrats AAU club. and assist-

(IR
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“Birmingham Bloomficld. and South
field should combine for one team
Mason-added “lIt's chose 0 that
they wouldn have lo travel a long wav
and theie better swimmers could work out
together—and that's the secret

“It's competition dunng practice wiach
fmakes you go faster and improve vour
sell " Mason explained “1f vou're navung
Gown the road by yoursell you sel your
own pace. but 1if there's someune next to
vou ruming fast vou're gming to €0 fast to

keep up

IDEAL FACILITIES for a super-duper
program are also lacking in the Detront
metropoltan area Mason sad

“We're one of the only big citv and sub-
urbs that does not have a So-meter indoor
pool.” Mason said ““All the summet cham
pionships and the Olympics are conducted
n Someter pools which we call long
course There's a big difierence mentally
and physically in swimmung long course as
opposed to short course and you need o
tram for 1t

“The few long course pools we have you
can't get 1nto unti] the muddle of June and
the championships are held In the muddle
of August You only have i's months of
long course traiung and that pts vou at a
dstinct disadvantage

Mason that the largest swim
club 1n the state 13 the Michigan Sungrays.
of which he 13 also head coach He said the
Mission Viey Swim. Cub has 0 mem-
bers He added thal by combining mem-
bers. clubs could combine poot time and
split available pool time more efficrently
between the different skl levels of swim-
mers because there would be larger
groups of swimmers

Mission Viey has an impressive record
for producing top quality swim teams and
swimmers Mason explained that Bran
Goodell and Shirley Babasholf. both Olym-
pic cold medal winners, swam with the
club The club won the giriy’ sefuor nation.
at title three times runmung and in the re-
cent national meet won both the giri’s and
boy's ttles. according to Mason

Mason added that the Miswan Vieo
head coach. Mark Schubert was voted
coach of the vear by the Amencan Swim:
mung Coaches Association

A 198 GRADUATE of Pontisc Central
High School. Mason took over the reigns of
the Cranbrook Swim Club that same year
He tumed the club around from a seventh
place team o & perennial champion He
also camed a BS 1n socual xrience from
MSU dunng the first four years as a Cran-
brook coach

The Michigan Stumgrays had their first
representative at the national swimiming
championstups this past summer and the
Groves grls have hrushed fourth. second.
and third under his direcuon As asustant
boy's coach at Groves. Mason has helped
head cosch John Wieck guide luy squad to
two third places and one state champion-
ship 1n the past three seasons

Cranbrook did give me the opportunity
10 get into coachung.” Masn sud “You
certainly leam by tnal and efror and
through the vears | have tried to tmprove
my coaching techniques | learned & lot
working under John Wieck at Groves Hes
one of the best

“1 going to miss the kids here.” Mason
sdded 1 have kids who started on the
team when they were seven of eight years -y
old and now they're 100 old to swim 1n the
program ['ve seen some kids practically
grow up and 1 am certainly going to muss
& lot ol those Xids "
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While watching the swimmers grow up
he has also been observed 1n his devel
opment as & coach by parents

“WE'VE SEEN HIM grow up from a 17
vearold to a 26yearold| sad Mrs
Jeanne Bice whose famuly joned the Cran-
brook Swim Club nine sears 3go when
Mason first signed on as a swimming
oach

“We've scen hum learn and teach the
children what he has leamed going to chin
\es and doing whatever be could tu Im
prove hus lechmques.” Mrs Bice said “He
ook some kids who didn’t know how o
swim. bke my son Garv. and hirst put
them In the water and many of them have
camed cullege scholarships «Gary Bice 13
on the swimmung team at Wake Forest
e

“He's been very demanding with the
kids.” Mrs Bice added 'Some are more
receptive fo this and some are not The
place where he 13 going 13 generally more
acceptable for this type »f coaching

Mason said his bggest thn!) i coaching
was the first Northem S Swim
League championship five vears ago

“We had taken a back seat for four
vears at that ime."” Mason said "1 didn't
think we could win it five straight ot that

ume

Masmon vinted the Mision Viey club to
cbserve thetr training program last April.
During that time he was asked if he would
be interested 1o coactung at Missin Viejo
and responded favorably When the Mis.
won View asustant coach took another
coaching 1ob this summer Mason was
asked if he would Qll the aswistant’s post
tion

Mason 3 enthusiastic sbout the opportu:
futy to work with, what he called. "Hym-
pic-catiber smmmers He will assume his
new job Sept 13 and noted that he will get
iy feet wet quick when the head coach
leaves for a clinic and be has to take over
the whole squad

In tak-ng this job | made a big lump
Mason said “I'm going 1n get the expe-
nence and contacts o there in (wo \eary
that would take me 10 vears here

“1t's ot oaly the swimming opportunsty
fust going to Califormia—wow’ There s ol
all year round and uil that greal stull *

Mason said that he career goal (3 10D be-
tween cosching & bug AAU swim team or &
college team He said the only prodiem
with cotlege coaching ts thal recruiting 13
a “hassle

As far as coaching an Olympic
medai winner Mason said. )
quite made up my mund how I'm going to
tell & wo-time gold medal winner to pick
up the pace He's liable to look up at me
and say, ‘Who are you buddy’

He added that the big dilference between
coaching a beginmnyg swimmer and a real
good swimmer 13 motivation. geting the
swimmer to keep working past what
coaches call the ‘pain barmer *
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race and there was nothing wivny with the
racetrack and there 1s nobodyv o
blame 1t's just one of those freak thinas
that happens in rtacing

“His racing days are over and we're
2oing 1o du our best (o save his Wie too
Lasater said That gelding_doesat owe
me a thing | can guarantee that he wil) be
well taken care of on a farm because be's
taken awfully good care of me "

The career ending injurv left Roval Glint
with final money carmungs of 31004 85
The gelding started a total of 52 times. win.
rung 21 races. including 15 stakes, was sec
ond mine times, wx i stakes. and was
third four times. twice i stakes

The fact that Roval Glint broke down did
fot dampen the enthusiasm of Sharp
Gary's connections The five-sear-old geld
ng sired by 1961 Kentucky. Derby winner
Carry Back. was riddep by local wekey
Sam Maple

Al 41 odds, Shafp Garv was a huge
merlay in the. ing The winner's share
o 185000 boosted ShArp Garv's carcer
banks!" over the hall mitlion dallar mark

The victorv for Maple. who now lives on
hus recently purchased $0-acre farm n O
tonville. Mich was the third 109 grand
stakes win of 1976

The Dyearold nause of Carrolin | SEVEN GRAND
Ohso. previously won aboard Joachim and SHOPPING CINTM
Dragset in six-ligure races at Ak Sar Ben
racetrack n Omaha Neb \_ 7-MILE & GRAND RIVER, REDFORD
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Adults: wWIN A FREE TRIP
TO TORONTO!

All adult bowlers are eligible

ADULTS: Men-Mon. 8:15 p.m. @ Wed.-8:45 p.m. @ Thurs.-6:45 p.m.
Women-Evaryday 9:30
Mixed- Tues. 6:45 p.m.e Wad. 9:30 p.m. Thuts. 9:30 p.m. (Mixod Classic)

YOUTH: Loagues available for boys and girls for gll ages & oxperience lovels including

Sundsy 10am. Parent-Youthe Sunday 12:30 Teen Classic ;

EAGUES BEGIN AFTER SEPTEMBER 6 --TRY BOWLING IN AN
ABLISHMENT THAT DOES
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Youth: WiN A FREE TRIP
TO CEDAR POINT
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TEAM & INDIVIDUAL OPENINGS
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Boginners.Boys & Giris 810 11 yoars.
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