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Parents, teachers help

Thuradsy, Augus 26 1976

~ Children cope with disabilities

By RON GARBINSK1

A new spectaleducation program 1n
the Farmungton School District is pav:
ing the way for successful classroom
experiences for many area pre-schoo-
lers

Only 1 1ts first year, the distnet’s

. preschool learming-disabilities pro-
gram st Kenbrook El School
works with chuldren at the nursery-
school level helping them cope with
leaming development

“The pnmary function of this pro-
gram 13 to take kids with cerain
learming probleris and work with
their spealic learmung difficulties.”
1213 Douglas Srith, director of spe-
cial education for Farmington
schaols

“Nt s largely a preventative pro-
sTam were teachers try to work with
the probler: so when the child 18
ready to enter the first grade. he will
have an easier time leaming 1f we
can help the child to learn, there s a
tetter chunde of success for um later
onon schoot

THE PROGRAM responds (o refer. \
" pate 1n the educational

parent  disadilities
rumprehensive evaluations of the
child are conducted Psychological.
speech. language. and motor skills.
a4 several other areas. are tested

The teachers invoived in the pro-
gram then prepare a plan of remedia-
tipn for the child which could support
vr strengthen hus development

Speech pathologist Pulce Robinson
and learmning-disabilities instructor
Many lou Cambell are the two Ken-
bruok teachers who work with social
worker Rozalind Wallace. psycholo-
st Lynn Hamulton and speech pathol
opst Georgene Johnston in the pro-
gram

Accurding to Smith. they work to-
gether a¢ a team helpirg pre
schoolers with special prublems they
expenence whle leaming

There are six seien-wevk sessions
of the program Alter a student com

pletes one block of the program. be is
re-evaluated to see if he should contin-
ue in the same program of move oalo
some other area of special education

“A child may be in the program all
year. or he may. attend just one or
two blocks at a time'' explains
Smuth

“After hus me in ths special pro-
gram, he may be placed in Middle
Belt School. At this school there is a
speciality center for elementary stu-
dents with learning disabilities, and a
student may go there if he needs fur-
ther help for hus learning disability.”

The program is conducted in the

through Fnday In conpunction with
the learmung-d:sabiliies program. Ken-
brook also s the digrict's speech
problems center

Al the start of the learning-dis-
abelities program. the teachers eval-
uate each child indivdually. The psy-
chologist also evaluates the pre-
schoolers and spends several hours
with the chidren separately during
the he spends in the program

“After the comprebensive eval-
uations, parents are invted to partici-

planning for

the chuldren.” explans Smith. “The
learningdisablities team works with
the parents 1n attempung o diagnose
the chyd's pnmary problem.  Then
they work out an appropnate educa-
tonal plan for the child

““After this meeting. it may be deter-
mined that the child 1s ehgible for
some other special-education pro-
gram. or that he should contirue 1n
the learung-disabibities program.”

THE PRIMARY emphasis in the
total program is to prevent failure in
the early elementary years. says Mrs.
Cambel! -

“Parents are usually the first ones
10 realize the child may have a prob-
lem. and they are the anes who should
contact us when they suspect some-
thing i wrong with the child

It is dufficult for us to really deter-
mune if the child has a learming dis-
abilities problem dunng our initial
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hourdong evaluation. Parents must
help us because they are the ones who
have knowledge of such problems.”
she

said

“Kids develop at different rates and
it is hard to see if they have reached
certain developmental milestones as
compared o other children.” adds
“Kids get tired quickly, and it's
to determine what their prob-
may be. That is why we are con-
this program. o we can work

child over a period of several
and devote our time to each

|

staff start the classroom sessions with
physical tests and then move into
other problem areas. A chid may
have a mixed problem, for example,
if his speech and language skills are
hampered by his undeveloped motor
skills. Then the staff must determine

specialeducation program is
best for the child. explains Mrs. Cam-
bell

§

There are 10 preschoolers in the
learning-disatalities program
and 15 children in the afternoon
speech-and-language session, also for
preschool youngsters
“Al times it is really difficult to
keep these kids interested in what
they are doing.” says Ms. Robinson
“Keeping their motivation level high
is really tough. Teaching them thungs
they find difficult is even more frus-
trating because they always want to

quit when they have trouble.”

BECAUSE THE teachers have the
students for only a short time, one of
the major goals of the program is to
assist parents with activities and
things they can do for the child at
L

Mpnagement in the home ls one of
ha most important aspects of dealing
with a learning-disabled child.” says
Sehith. “Our learning-disabilities team
has had many conferences with par-
ents and has helped them direct and
organize home activities for the
child.”

Parents also seem (o be very open
in discussing their children's learning
disabilities with other parents who
also are experiencing problems with
their children. says Mrs. Cambell
“They are willing to share prublems
and solutions in an attempt to best
help all preschoolers overcome their
difficulties.””

“And we have gotten 2 lot of refer-
rals from these parents telling other
parents about the program.” adds Ms
‘Robinson.

“We are just developing lhe pro-
@am, and concenably we could ex-
pand the program in the future if
there is a greater basis for it 0 ex-
pand. But right now we have not
reached the point of a waiting list
And we can't do that because we
must keep the classes small in order
10 give each student the individual at-
tention he or she needs.”

Adat Shalom

chooses

Rabbu Seymour Rosenbloom will assume
the duties as spiritual leader of Adat Sha-
lom Synagegue of Farmungton Hills on

H

Sept

A formi! instailation service will be held
dunng services an Nov 11 The congrega-
twon voted unanimously to approve the ap-
pointment of Rabbi Rosenbloom ta the
past formerly occupied by Rabbi Jacob E
Segel who died one year ago.

The congregation also  unammously
adopted 4 resoluton proclaumung Rabby
Segal the founding rabbi of the synagogue

Rabdt Segal founded the conservative
vongregatin i Detroid in 1946 It was the
Nurthuest  Hebrew Congregation. later
Mas Shalom aad stll later Adat Shalom
which means ‘Coagregaton of Peace "

The congregation moved from Detrot to
the new building on Thirteen Mile and Mid
dcbeit 1n 1973

Rabbi Rosenbloom was ordamned from
the Jewish Theological Semunary in Amer-
ca in 1577 and was named 10 the position
of assistant rabbi to serve under Rabbi
Segel shortly after his graduation

‘While at tbe serrunary he was the recipi:
ent uf prizes in Homuletics Talmud and
Bible and was named the oulstanding grad
uate of 1972

He 13 a vice presdent of Hillel Day
School and serves on the board of trustees
of the Fresh Air Society and the Jewish N3
tiona! Fund

Since he furst came ta Farmungton Hills
he has been actnely nsoled n making
the synagogue 3 center for vouth activiies
as well as building a larye. strong member-

p.

He graduated from the Unnersity of
Rochester in 1968 with a magna cum laude
degree 10 philosophy and was elected to

i P Beta Kappa

Rabbi Rosenbloom was reventiy married
to the former Beth Anne Woif of Washing
wn, DC He is the son of Ruth Rose
nbloom and the late Mav Rosenbloem of
Rochester. New York

Physical fitness
expert to speak

A consultant for the Physical Fitness In-
sutute. {nc . Midwest Regon, wil speak to
the Farmington Hills Krwans, Sept 14 at
12.15 pm

The topic which DC DeRoo will .pT
o0a 13 physical fitness Among the things he
will menuon 1s that many serous Unesses
can be' directly or indirectly traced t0 the
poor physical condtion of the sufferers—
especially in the areas of heart disease.
stroke. high blood pressure. chrome back
problems and obesdy

De Roo states “Medical authonties are
alsa now telling us Lhat mental ul-
nesses and the inability © cope with the
siresses of modern living have a relation-
ship 0 poor physical condtion.”

The Physxai Fitness Institute, PFL. pro-
motes fitness in many areas of socety It
has developed programs for achools begn-
rung in the lower grades, mJitary unts. de-
velops eehabilitative prcgrams fon the -
jured. has implemented traning prgrams
for professiona) athletes and bases A3 pr>
Rrams on @ new excercise concept called
“Towl Isokmetics "

The program wiit be at Prace of Peace
Lutheran Church

Orchard Lake Rd. N. of Maple
e e172?
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