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___editorial opinion

Willoughby wonders why
drinking age pondered

Willoughby Wink scratched his head in bewilder-
ment as he read the local newspaper article con-
cerrung a scheduled public hearing to debate the
mefits of raising the legal drinking age.

Alter taking a hefty sip of his favorite brew,
Willoughby raised his head from the bar counter
and addressed the young man sitting next to him.

*Pid you ever hear of anything so dumb?™

It's bad enough the state legislature is wasting
thetr time on this issue. Now our local dignitaries
wanl to have public input on something over
which they havent any control.”” he said.

The young man incomprehensibly mumbled in
his beer.

“What about my political hero, Maurice Spa-
ceout,” said the yourg man, who was a member
of Democratic Youth for Getting in Over Your
Head

“Imagine, Maurice is a politically elected offi-
cial who could be in the position of being forbid-
den to drink with his colleagues,” said the youth

Willoughby mischeviously giggled

“YA, THAT WOULD BE A REAL SHAME.
That's when most of the important decisions are
made. After all. they certainly dont do much of
anything important at the regularly scheduled
meetings,” said Willoughby.

I'Well. are you going to just sit back and take
s slight.” Willoughby interrogated

#No sir, the Democratic Youth for Geuing
Over Your Head is mabilizing. We must defend
our leader. Youth from as far away as Lansing
are gathering to fight against the proposal.” an-
nounced the youth

“Does it make a difference whether the age is
raised to 19, 20 or 217" said Willoughby.

**No. the political repercussions would be the
same Imagine, if out of sympathy, or for lbob-

n% purposes. one of Maurice’s colleagues
bought him a drink on the sly? After a time. the
mnn: elected body might be convicted of contrib-
wing to the delinquency of a minor.”" said the
youth

Willoughby became a bit perplexed.

“But that’s not possible. By law, Maurice is an
adult,” Willoughby mused

The pub’s patrons cooed in awe at Willoughby's
wisdom

“But we've got to stop these young punk kids
from becoming a bunch of drunks,” belched an
irate listener.

Willoughby slowly swiveled around on his bar
stool and cast a deadly stare the protestor’s way.
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“Didn't you ever take a drink before you were

of legal drinking age?” he queried.

“Yes, but that was different. 1 knew what I way
doing. 1 was very adult for my age. These kids
gdiy don't know nothing.” the protestor sho:

Cl

The crowd booed.

“The thing 1 dont understand is why it's nny
better to allow a bunch of drunk adults to roam
around on the highways than it is for kids,” said
Willoughby.

The patrons all stared into their beer mugs,
unable to come up with a response.

“'But teachers don't have any control over the
kids in the classroom because of the drinking."
said the protestor.

Well, hslen you old bag,” bellowed Willoughby
irreverently. if parents set a better ex-
ample, not so many kids would be hitting thi
bottle. anyway,” shot back Willoughby.

“BUT WE CAN'T PROHIBIT dr\nking ll!ogem»
er. We tried that once and it dldn‘l work."* the pro-
testor argued feebly.

What makes you think it's going to work on the
)wlh if you raise the legal drinking age?” qut~
ried Willo

“I don't think there should be any set age at all‘
It's about time that parents took on a little respon-
sibility and started communicating with their kids
so dtinking wouldnt be such a problem.”

At that, Willoughby sol up from his stool and
ma‘ed towards the

“Where are you going, Willoughby?"
“Eleven Mile and Orchard Lake Road. There’s
a meeting tonight,” he said.

Walking though the parking lot, Willoughly
thought, “Maybe they'll put a grandfather clause
in the law for politicians under the legal age.” |

Now, wouldn't that be something? i
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Sunshine law is dull

1t took more than a year of debate, but both
houses of the Legislature Sept. 13 finally
a bill open meetings of public

es.

Sponsors of the bill, expected to be signed into
law by Gov. Milliken, ¢ the legislation ad-
dresses itself to one of the most critical and con-
troversial issues in government, the peoples’ right
to know. But they dnn'l put. it quite that way.

PDII'JM refer lo messure as “an important
step in ensuring mle of Michigan they
really have a right to what government—
:mm:e caplul to local commissions— is doing

or them.

THE OBVIOUS interpretation is the reverse of
the late President John Kennedy's immortal
words, “‘Ask not what your country can do for you
but what you can do for your country.” Govern-
ment and country are synonomous to government
officials.

A key supporter of the bill, Sen. David Plawecki
(D-Dearborn Heights} contends the measure will

more fully e(fum'lm.ee the pubdlic’s right to know
and the my ht to report what government
is dollng More I‘ully Is hardly the same as com-
etel
'l'he bill is Ems roposed to guarantee that all public
bodies’ decislons are reached In front of the pub-
lic who elected them and to whom they are di-
rectly responsible.

PARADOXICALLY, closed-door meetings will
be permitted if the intent is lo(rmtecl the public's
best Interests or a person's individual rights. The
list of purposes for which closed meetings may be
held s longer than the one for open sessions,

The legislation assumes government officials

"are the final authorities. judges and jurles, on

what constitutes the public’s best Interests or peo-
ples’ individual rights.

The bill may be the most comprehensive to
date, but the gray areas still overshadow the
black and white and more loopholes than meet-
ings will be open when the law takes effect in
April.

GRAND OPENING

MERRI-FIVE HOBBIE & CRAFT
28956 Orchard Lake Rd., Farmington Hills  851-0216
OPEN HOUSE — September 26 — 12 Noon to 6 p.m.
FREE Refreshments ® Gifts ® Drawing
register for drawing starting Sept. 20th
Fealuring o Radio Control Helicopter Demonstration
Specials MACRAME JUTE 5 Ibs. $6.49 reg. $10.00

REGISTER NOW FOR MACRAME CLASSES
starting Thursday October 7th 7 P.M. to 9 P.M.

H.O. Slot Cars $3.59

On thevirtuesofheadstands

-Devotees of Yoga, Transcendental
Megditation, Transactional Analysis.
Psgchocybernetics and Mind Control
call their overlappmg lensionbreak-
ers methods of seif help

“They sprout like tulps o spnng.
proniding a warm umbwella for the
dsturbed. the weary. the confused.
theundecided and the lanely Most of
what 1s taught can safely be labeled
“common sense

. [ believe in dilferent strokes for dd-
ferent folks and in keeping an open
mind though I've never leamed to
nlax standing on my head n Yoga po-
&tion. But one cause I fall to under-
Hand. try as | may, 1s Scientology.

We get letters, oh do we get letters,
from L. Ron Hubbard. the founder of
the mysterious organization called
“Org " The last message was titled.
*“The Story of a Static.” It reads Lke
ths

* “ONCE UPON a time thetr was a
thetan, and he was a happy little the-
4an and the world was a simple thing
1t was all very, very simple. And then
ane day somebndy told him he was
Simple And ever mince that time he
_?asbrmlmuloptvuhe is not.

+ “And that is the history of the uni-

‘verse. the human race, the fifth

‘vaders, the fourth invaders, Lhel.hree

ﬂartab Galaxy, the Markab Syskm

the Psi Galaxy and Galaxy 8. 1 donY
care where you look That's the story.

“Only 1t's too simple a story. much
too simple a story, because a thetan
would have to admut he was simple if
he understood it.”

The message didnt come from a
purpie people eater or an psychiactric
ward as one might suspect. It came
from L. Ron Hubbard, who founded
Scientology. and reassures me I'm not
simple because | dont understand a
word he says

THE LOGICAL procedure, I de-
cided, was to first find out what a the-
tan really is. A thetan iy the living
uut It's taken (rom the Greek letter
theta. the mathematic symbol used in
Scientology to indicate the source of
lfe and life itself. Any dingbat can un-
derstand that.

Now that I'm beginning to see the
Lght. Tl check on those Markabs.
They're simply various planets united
irto a very vast civilization which has
come forward up through the last
200000 years, formed owt of frag-
ments of eariier civilizations.

Before | have a complete nervous
breakdown, maybe 1'd beuer Ioul up

cation of its technology, can bring
about desirable changes in conditions
of life. Changes of life { am familiar
with.

HUBBARD S also the founder of Di-
apetics. You know, everyone knaws
that's from the Greek “dia" through .
and “nous.’” soul. If you're still with
me 1] let you in on what an oper-
ating thetan is.

“An operating thetan (OT) is a the
tan exterior who can have, but doesnt
have to have, a body in order to oper-
ate or control thought, Me. maltter,
energy, time and space.”

[ might be classified as a “WOG” in
Scientology mumbo jumbo. A WOG is
a common, ordinary, run-of-the-mill,
garden variety humanoid who isnt
even trying.

Oh honorable lHubbard, how can a
poor, bumble WOG try when you nay
you've given a great deal of attenfion
to HCOs over the world and are guid-
ing the newly appointed CS-1 in mak-
ing HCO's the elite division in ORGS.
How can this poor humanoid
become the elite when I never hdard
of an KOO or a C1 or an invader
three-and-a-ball, four or five?

sociation because i's a threat to doc-
tors’ bankbooks. Not having met any
umru physicians lately, 1 can\
quite &,

Snm!oln(y: definition of aberra-
tion is a from rational

my aberration is getting warse.
Ma: on your bead hnl al
that bad after all.

ety

'ngtnn ‘ 2

s Eccentric

INVISION OF §UBURBAN COMMUNCATIONS CORPORATION

STEVE BARNASY, Réuor
382 3400

R

'
HENRY M HOGAN, R, Co-Pukusher
PHILIPH POWER, Co-Pulluder
.

JOHN REDDY, Exacative Edtor
ARTHUR LANGER, Arting Adveriting Monger
GARRY HEATH. Clarryiod Advertising Mamager

° )
MICHIGAN PRESS ASSOCTATION
SUBURBAN NEW SPAPERS OF AMERICA
NATIONAL NEWSPAPER AmA‘ﬂON
ir

~—A BUILD YOUR OWN SALAD—

SALA

BA|
(91TEMS AND 4 DRESSINGS)

MONDAY
SR.CITIZENS DAY 11 i1 :0
BELT CHOPETT $1.29
VEAL CUTLET §1.2¢
PLTITE STRIP STEAK $L6Y

TUESDAY

FAMILY NIGHT
4 i1 8:30

RIB EYE STEAK *1°
CHOPPED BEEF *1°**

ABOVE ENTREES INCLUDE -POTATO, TEXAS TOAST & SALAD BAR

SOUTHRELD

256810 W. 8 MILE RD.

~. AT BEECH DALY RD,
In K-MART PLAZA

BELLEVILLE
2053 m\wsouwu.e RD.

IN K- MARY PLAZA

LIVONIA
56 W. 7 MILE RD.
AT EARMINGTON
INK-MART PLAZA

HOURS -MOM -THURS 1161830 FRI & SAT 1101900 SUNDAY 11 11803
. 13- Mo

SIX NEW CATS
FOR ONE MIGHTY GOOD YEAR!

Arctic Cat's big, new line for 1977 starts under a grand

with the all-new, all-Cat Lynx 2000-S...continues through
the performance-with-real-value Jag, the hot performing
ElTigre’, the family Panther, the swinging-single-rider

all the way up to a new option of single or double
riding Pantera in free air and fan cooled models!

The new Cats are in. We got ‘em. Take a gander!

Cheetah ..

Salem Lumbet Center thanks our customers for the exceptional
turn-out at our Arctic Cat Open House, Congratulations
to Lester Rowlson for winning the Pamco Trailer.

We also want to announce our upcoming
Free Customer Service Seminars. All
at the home of the ‘77 Arctic Cats.

Salem Lumber Center

30650 Plymouth Road, Livonta

261-2930




