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Family finds nelghbors have big hearts

By CORINNE ABATT

It has been o hard moath for the Wit
ham Luckenbill faruly. but the kindness of
btoth [riends and strangers has heiped ease
wxme of the burden

On Aug 27 Mrs Luckenbul dscovered 3

Luckendill was ot of work and didnt
qualify for unemployment compensstion
There are five small chidren in the famuly
and much of what they had was bumed or
b.dly damaged by smoke

The communty has responded to keep
the famuly in (ood and ciothng untid they
mhnxenmxnbd:mhmsllnfn
that »ll f2 & rmodest budge

A plea lwhtbmwﬂsb«lnmob
server & Eccentric about a week aker the
fire on the edstorial page and this broaght
added help for the unfortunate {amuly

“Just about the ume when we wooder

fine for the chidren

Luckenbul sad several famulies are hoid-
1ng furruture unt) they can find a house.

“One man is savng a ampor\ and
chair for us and another has some beds.”
he sad

Finding a house o the biggest problem
facing the family They are sull lving on

second fioor of the that was

bulding
once a storage area and retad sales room
for apple orchards

first floor storage room
The lire spparently af-

on the one or two good
stove which also provide
the Uving quariers.

Ln:lmbdl and the (ive children es-
re unharmed except for smoke

ooe of her twtn boys, 3
t the \n minute before the
umnmmemwlylm-

The living quarters didat fare as well
There are smoke stains on the wals. The

Mrs Luckenbll pointed to the hardwood
floor of the living room. Em alter the
hre it still had & shine on
pped and polshed lheu floors

The Luckenbill children rummage through the clothes donated by many of the generous residents
of Farmington and Farmington Hills. (Staft photo)

For alcohol

Hills supports raising age

By STEVE BARNABY
Farminglon editor

Farmog oo His Gy Gl bas cast
fs support 1o raiing the legal drskog
age o 2

In a meetieg at Las week s cancil ses
o0 the tody suied 61 U support the
move which 1s being considered by state
lawmakers Distenting was Ubun
aimember Junne Smmth

“The use of alcohcl stems tnum par
ents sad Mrs Smith Eighteen year ids
wreads have formed their opiwrs |
turk it mould be bypacritical 1y 8y you
cant handie alcobol at 13

Mry Smuth said changing the dnsking
age would be akin to azlawing obesity and
Ggareltes brcause they were dAISErOUS
2 peruns health

BLT HER COLLEAGUES endarved raus
£4 the drniing age alter Lenmg to
Rate Rep Wildur Bruherton 'R-Farm
gt students and parents in the au-
Gence

Brothertn was armed with ftatistics
4 10 show autombile accidents and fa.
5 had risen subsantialiy amng per
s 1821 years o1 since the law had been
ranged 1 1972

Mrs Smuth mamtaned the flatistics

[

1 think we should enforce the laws that
we already have. Parents shold be made
1> be more responsibie for ther children's
tions, * she sad

Counciiman Earl Opperthauser said the
argument 1f @ person 18 old enough to yun
the muitary. he s oid enough to dnnk 13
maid.

1 served 1n the mildany dunng World
War 1f and [ didn t (el oppressed becawse
1 couldnt drnk. be said.

Opperthauser admitted the age limit was
mmnn but said some Lmat had 1o be

Luu’\nlntmbtr Joan Dudley said she
was wpng the legislature lo rase the
drinkirg age decause parents can't handle
therr chuldren.

: Strategy session
; [ 8 600r %0 §0or Grive for ALSAC this
. weskend are (from ieRt) Carol Woliman and
2 Unda Milosch. Looking on is friend Huggie.
mmmwmm-ummw

MANY PARENTS HAVE abdicated their
dutics Sometimes the guvernment has to
ket mnto 1t she sad

Ms Dudey said the age should be raised
to “recuce the odds ” of mushaps occwming
o the highways.

Councilman Fred Licthman said it was
neungTunus to expect parents Lo be respon-
s.bie for 18yearold drnkers because by
law. 1$yrarolds are considered as adults
and cctode parental legal responsibility

Dave Pickenng. a local distnict hugh
school student, 5a1d 1t would make hitle &:f-
ference whether or not the dnnking age 18
changed

The problem arises that older peopie
will et you Liquor. [f you want it you can
get it he said

Prckering told council there was only &

5050 chance a person under 18 would be
checked for prool when attempung to buy
alcobolic beverages in Farmungton area
stores

raise fundc for St. Jude Children's Hospital.

The hotpial is & ressarch center for childhood
diseases. (Staft photo by Harry Mauthe)

mryml 1 like 0 have & place look

mmnmmmwunnuh-m
st up all of the wood paneling in the liv-
ing room to cover unsig! walls
Several calls have come from persons
who had homes available wilh rents of
over §500 a month. The fsmily was offered
one home that they could live in for sever.
al months.

Mrs. Luckenbill said, “We'rs rooted
people. We dont Lke 1o jump around. We
wuldhnwnndnphu.mlupmd
enjoy it

But, time is closing in on the family. The
rughts are cooler and there i3 no central
heating. Luckenbdl worked for only briel
periods this year because of & back oper-
ation Last February. He went back to his
job in June and was laid off in July. He is
2 tnck driver for Mowr Car Transport.
Since he didnl sccrve 13 weeks at one
stretch he can't qualfy for unemployment

f

THE COUPLE havent enrolled their
three girls in school because & school princs-
pal said it would hardly be worth it U they
moved soon

Right now, the most the famuly can dois.
wast and hope Wait for a call telling Luck-
enbill to come back to work and hope that
someone will have & three bedroom house
they can rent

Twins Bill and Pat and the gitls.
(heyenne, 3, Kanitha, 5.Deann, 7, sdmire
the clothes lh.u have been given (o Lhem.
They try on the sweaters and admire the
sarts,

All of them speak of how good people in

Declining enrollments, an increase in the
State Equalized Valuation (SEV) and the
resultant decrease in state aid spelled a fi-
nancially tight 197576 for the Farminglon
schools.

During the Sept 21 meeting of the school
bosrd, the sccounting firm of Plante and
Moran revealed the s of their audst
of last year's school budget

[n 1972, 16.802 stwdents were enrolled in
Farmington schools The SEV per student
was $19.000.

Since 1972 there was 8 10 per cent enfoll-
ment decreased per cent increase
in the SEV. There were 4.9 students at-
tending ares schools i1 19731976 The
area’s SEV rose to §12.628 per student

An increase in the SEV resulls in 3 de-
crease in state aid, even though the school
district's general cost per child increased

General costs include operating. mainte-

the community have been Lo offer help
[t's been lburmnm Maybe the next
nm will be bette

Mrs. Luckenbill sald they would sppre-
clate a call from anyone who might have a
lead for & house. Thelr number is 4773218

William Luckenbill with daughter Cheyenne checks the want
ads for a possible houss to rent. {Staff photo by Harry Mauthe)

Budget tightens for school

By LOUISE OXRUTSKY

nance and Instructional expenses for each
child

The 1972 school budget allowed expend:
tures of §350 per student These sllowances
rose to $1.394 in 197578

Farmington spent $29 per child. In 1972,
$X under its budget allowance

In 1975, the district spent §1.870 per stu-
dent. 820 less than was budgeted

Although the area’s property taz rose
1972:1976 (rom $571 per student to #1121,
state ald decre:

Four years ago, the dutrict received
$322 per student in state aid. By June state
ald had dropped to $3I4 per child

Gov. Willlam Milliken's budget culs
were, In part. responsible for the cut In
state aid. according to Joseph Wentrack,
Plante and Moran esman.

Farmungton aliotted 78 per cent of its
budget to instructional costs. [n com-
parison. Birmingham spent 70 per cent of
tts budget on instruction and Southfield

spent 72 per cent for that purpose

In spending $1.008 for a child's instruc.
tion, Farmington was slightly over the av-
erage amount of $1.000 spent by In Oak-
land County Schools

Southfield's administratlors spent aboul
$1.082 for instruction and Birmingham
spent $1035

Farmungton's Increase 1n SEV per stu
dent was slightly above the Oakiand Coun-
ty average of $32.500. In comparison to the
district’s SEV of $32.828 per child, Birming.
ham's was $43.500 ‘and Southfield was
rated At $55.000

In Addunion. Farmington spent 68 per
cent of its budget on fixed costs, 14 per
cent on operating expenses. 35 per cent on
maintenance and 4 per cent on admin.
sistrative costs

The total assets of the district for 1975-
1978 amounted o $3.870.513. according to
the accounting firm

MARKETPLACE FAIR

Time for coffee is time for
Bon Appetit china, especially
when it’s at savings:

- sale 20% off

Lovely imported white china, striped in bright red and black,
with elegant black lettering to give you that Continental touch.
Coffeemaker comes with a cone fo filter coffee; remove it and
place on top and it's ready to serve at the table; reg. $20, sale
15.99. Set of four mugs, reg. 11.25, sale 8.99. Set of 4 demitas-
ses, reg. 12.50, sale 8.99. The Marketplace.
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