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Casting away the past
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Kow 1 know how the snake feels as it crawls
slowly away leaving the old skin behind.

That's what our family did for two weeks ear-
her this month. We moved from a large, old farm-
house to a smaller, newer ranch cast aside.
both mm!all{ and &mkaﬂy. a good deal of the
past. And when what seemed to be an endless
number of boxes packed with glassware. books.
ni¢-nacs and a decade of accumulated junk were
finelly piled 1n the new basement and garage.
there was pure. sweet relief.

We had held a garage sale. stocked a couple of
local church rummage sales. hilled one or two
Gaodwill drop-off boxes and distributed some ques-
topable goodies to {riends

IN THE MIDST OF ALL the packing before the
move was completed. [ began to realize that for
many years, these myriad possessions had been
more encumberances than conveniences. They”
h4d been controlling my life, rather than [ them

“This must stop,” | repeated as 1 filled trash
bggs and discarded things i a dozen different di-
rections

We have not yet reached the optimum in this
quest for control of the material world. but we
are closing the gap

Beauty 1s one thing and clutter another. The

line between is fine, but terribly important to the
well-being of a not-too-fine organizer like myself.

So, some of the old skin has been shed L1
might add. with a great sense of relie{—the match-
ing chests we never liked, the chipped cups, the
old table ware (why not use the good instead of
storing it away for company?), the mismatched
plates. the slightly torn towels and sheets. My
goodness. what a relief to see the last of that
stuff.

AND THE GARAGE SALE? What a revelation
that was. There was a whole subculture which sur-
faced. Garage saleing is a way of life for hun-
dreds of people who find satisfaction in forging
out bright and early on a Thursday morning to
see what they can uncover in someone else’s cast-
offs. It is a hedge against inflation and for a few
dollars and part of a tank of gas. one can have a
fine day going from one sale to another, exchang-
ing news. passing on tidbits of information and
pxckm% uﬁetsamelimesl choice items for a frac-
tion of their true value.

Unlike the snake, we occassionally will look
back at what we left behind and carry in our
minds some of the good times in the old place.
But there's a fresh wind blowing. and we are en-

joying every breath
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In my 2 years in the automobile busi-
ness, before 1 ertered (all tume public serv-
e a3 3 state representative in 1974, 1 way
aiways lead to believe that salary and ben-
efits should be commensurate with yob re-
qurements and responsibilities

1. like may state legislators, consider
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agreed that the next prionty in the site
analysis would be an evaluation of the sur-
veyor's report on the natural area south of
the construction Iocatron as well as as of
the bulding for the proposed site

It has been determined through the use
of preliminary overlays of the bulding's
possible configuation upon the site that no
incursion nto the forested area at the
southem boundary of the campus would
occur

1t was also mutually understood that
rone would be permitted. of an altemative
ste would have to be found

Additional soil sampling was also pro-
ceeding at this ime. and the outcome of
these ananlyses revealed ground water con-
ditions which actually necessitated a site
ctange It has been the postion of the
campus steering commuttee from s in-
ception that we would oppose any construc:
ton site that endangered the natural envi-
ronment of the campus That postion re-
mains unchanged.

What faiied to be mentioned in the re-
cert controversy 13 the fact that our facul-
ty. stadents and staf{ have worked volun-
nly over the years to cnhance and pre-
serve the ecological integnty o the Or-
chard Ridge campus

The campus nature trail and communly
garden plots, for example, are a result of
faculty and student effort The campus de-
velopment commuttee. & permanent com-
mattee of the academic senate, has cvords-
rated the planting of hundreds of trees.
flowers. and shrubs from funds donated by
students and stalf and also has relocated
threatened onginal greenery in order to en-
hance its survival

EXTENSIVE EFFORT HAS BEEN EX-
PENDED to create Inng classrooms and
Laboratories out of the natural areas of the
campus 0 that students might increase
their undersanding of the responsibility
they have for the preservation of the envi-
ronment

Our acrence facuty has also worked dils-
gently over the years to develop an ecolo-
peal senutivity which most of the campus
community actively shares

The faculty. students and stall of the Or-
chard Ridge campus have thus demon-
strated years of commuitment and canng
in refation o the natural treasures encom-
passed wittun our 147 acre boundary

1 feel 1t is most unfortunate that ac-
counts of Lhe recent controversy faled to
emphssize the quality of this com-
muttment

1 most deeply regret, however, that an
\mpression may have been conveyed by
these same accounts that Lhe college was
callously breparing o destroy an -
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