By LEM MESEE
Outdeers writer
(First of twa articles)

* A relalive was on the phone trying 1o get
me help wuh ks sons homework. Just
“because | work for 8 mewspapr. people
think I'm smart. 30 1 get these questions
. "Why he wanted to know. "do leaves
change color i the fail” " The queston
®umped tus son. it stumped bim—and
Kumped me. Exen the encyciopedia had &
vague answer

The answer fidally came trom Dr Mel
v R. Koeling a forestny specialist with

Mictugan State Unuversity's cooperative ex-
tension service. By the way. Dr. Koelling
predicts a less-than-ballant array of fall
colors thus year.

EXCELLENT FALL colors usually come
with warm. dry (all weather that has been
preceded by a normal five or six inches of

prematurely brown. They tend to drop be-
fore the rrally brllant colors can be scen.

‘Contract talks stall

There is a separation layer across a leaf

siem where the leal meets the beanch,

When the temperature drops and there's a

water defiil. this layer blocks the passage

of mutrients and mossture (o the jeal It'sa
stress reaction” in the tree

FROST ITSELF doesnt enhance fall
colors. Rather. [rost has the same effect
2 dry weather

The decrease in temperature and fewer
daylight hours in fall are what reveals the
Latent colors in leaves A leaf has several
pgments which. dunng summer, are mas-
ked by chlorophyll. a green photosymthetic

Union opposes observer

Bloom{ield Township resident John
King's presence a3 a ctuzen observer atup-
comung contract negotalions has become
a pont of contention between county and
uon representatnes. shoaretrymgtoes-
tablish ground rules for the Laks.

King. a 6h-yearold ret:ree. has been cho-
sen by Oakland County Executrve Damel
Murphy to represend the public i contract
negotiations alfecung 1290 county employ-
e

Buat American Federation of $tate Coun-
ty and Munic:pal Employees (AFSME:
Council 23 wnion officials have 30 {ar been
“adamantly opposed ' to the county execu-
tve's proposal. according to Mike Nie
mann. a Murphy spokeman

Niemann added that senous negot.ations
@n'l get undersay “with ths thiag stll
hanging 10 the fire.

The contract expres Jan 1

King's participation in the contract taks
rmay be decided Monday when the county
toard of commussoners’ generai govern-
menl commiiiee votes on a resoluton sup-
gorting Murphy s position

Niemann 12 the resolusion has already
been approved by the persornel practices
cornmittee and wil be forwarded to the
full board after Monday's comnitlee meet-
g

“MAYBE AFTER the gencral govern
rent commitice meetng Monday Lngs
wll start ta move.” Neemann sad. explam-
ing that Lnjon represeriatives were slated
10 attend the session Lo express theis 0ppo-
uton to Kings partcipaton

They won'l even discus the concept of
public participation.” Niemann sad. 3dd-
(" that the issue has been brought up
reguarly al weekly meeungs

Murphy 13 not abowt Lo Ve up, accord:
g to Niemann

He feels \he tme has come for ths
(public PATUCIpALION 1 CORract Regotia-
tons: We're gong Lo go ahead and have
4 done

King a frequent government critic. voi
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unicered 1o serve as a ciizen “watchdog”
for the negotiations

“He has the best credentials. He's the
anly one who cames (o county board and
commttee meetings on & regular bass.
He's nct a [nend of the Murphy admuns-
traton or the Democrstic board. He's
pretty non-parusan” Niemann said

He added that objections so far have not
been to King. but 10 the panciple of public
participation in the contract talks. al
though Murphy proposed the unwn alo
pck 3 representative

“*As soon as they say their only objection
18 to King. it will be like theyre giving In
on the principle. and the two should not be

matenal necessary for tree growlh
The pigment carolene produces orange
hues. xanthophyll. yellow: anthocying. red
1o purple.
So as the tree stops making chiorophyll,
the pgments are revealed. Eving us the
bright shades of yellow and orange and

and purple
The foiks at the Automobile Club of Mich-
1gan have a good idea when and how to
see some of the best (ail color throughout
the state. Here are some of their sugges-
tons for the northern reaches

UPPER PENINSULA, Sept. 7 to Oct 3

Al Munusing on Lakeé Superior. an hour
or two east of Marguette. try the Pictured
Rocks boat cruises. 1U's a three-hour nar-

rocks on the Superior
rocks. colorful trees—what 2 combination”

To see the Tahquamenoa River. ry the
Toonerville Trolley. an authentic narrow-
gauge railroad. It starts al S0 Junction
off M-8 and takes you six miles through
the wilderness to Hunter's Mill There you
debark and board the Hiawatha Rivertoat
for a 20.mule trp down the Tahquamenon
1o just above the rapids The whole tnp
takes 65 hours and 1 offered daly at
1030 am ustil Oct. 6

For a shorter 143 hours tnp, try the v
etboat and imber train nde, based at Sha-
ter's Landing 10 miles north of Hulbert off

Mondsy, Beptember 27, 1976

OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC (BWT.8X)TA'

M2 Passengers board the Drantha Hul-
bert for & 17-muile river trip, then take &
two-mule timber train trip, followed by a
short walk to the upper falls The inp
leaves 21 10.30 am_ daiy until Ot 10

NORTHERN LOWER peninsula, Sept. 24
to Oct, 10

The Charlevoix Chamber of Commerce
oifers a 1%y hour cruise on Lake Charle-
voix al | p.m. on Saturdays, Oct 2 and 9.
and Sunday. Oct. 10 Buy tickets in ad-
vance from the chamher.

Also at Charlevorx is the lronton Ferry.
a Scent tnp of less than five minutes
which takes cars across Lake Charlevoix
from Ironton to Boyne City 1n a shortcut

 Dry summer leaves lackluster fall colors

that thms a hall-hour from the driving
ume.

At Boyne Cily, hop aboard the Boyne
Valley Railroad for & color excursion Lhat
takes just under two hours each way.
There are four L&-mile round trips every
Saturday and Sunday (hrough Oclober.
‘The tracks run through picturesque Bayne
Mountain Ski Resort to Boyne Falls.

The AuSable River above Oscoda Is bro-.
%en up by @ series of dams. At two of,
them arc the AuSable River Queen boals -
The bunks are high and the colors spec-’
tacular as you take @ leisurely nde on the
paddle wheeler

(Next week: Color tours close to bome.}
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The Bloomfield Vic Tanny. Where invig-
orating exercise knows no bou
peetless facilities abound. Where there’s
no limit to shaping up your body. And
limitless plush surroundings. Come in
and enjoy the great indoors. Jog on our
1/16 of a mile banked track, swim, sauna,
steam, play racquetball (on any of 7
courts), nmuddnyuu«k. You'll love the

nds. And

fee facilities

and dressing rooms for men and women.

You'll delight In the personal attention
given to you by our professionally trained
staff. And look at the special touches: the
pool is Olympic, the sauna is Finnish, the
conditioning areas are thickly carpeted
and equipped in every detail. Join us now,
at the new Bloomfield Vic Tanny Health
and Racquet Club. After you've had the
fun, benefits, and exhilaration of all the
healthful exercise you can handle, we'll
let you touch yous toes.
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