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Keeping young

Uda Lottis, who has been dancing ali ot her Iife, joins In to add
a new ethnic dance 10 her repertoire. To see what senlor citizen
life is like in the Farmington-Farmington Hills area reed the first
of & series by reporter Co Abatt on page 3A. (Staft photo by Harry

Mauthe)

Final count awaited

Experts split on enrollment

Gnut of elementary schools, alteration
achook boundaries or the formation of &
Mll whool all m possibilities facing
Farmington area st
That's the conclusion of a Farmington
School District task force which is gudy-
n'u dcclmln( enroliments, a problem
has plagued the school district for
h‘l last five years
“We're gang 10 have Lo come Lo grips
with some difficult * sad Task

year. Next year, it will be smaller yet *
Farmungton. Like many other
school dust

ing suburban ncts. has been
faked wi the unpopular decision of clos-
ng school

A of the school year offi-

cals closed Farmuington Junior High

1. even though many parents and sty«
dents protested

ALTHOUGH OFFICIALS AGREE that
enroliment 13 on the decline, the task force
is 1n disagreement with the school sdmunis.
trators as to how much that decrease will

Farmungton District Business Manager

Witham Prisk estimates there will be 14.500

in the schools this year last year lhrm
-«v 14954 students In Farmungton

u«ur basing his estimates on a prelim-

wary head count in the schools. reported

10 the task force that there were 14,124 stu-
school distnict

an
ukn Up untu] that ume * xuullxndem

by figured his upcoming
xfxx)l hl‘l(ﬂ on lhe N.Sﬂ figure. \\m.
émawmm m

does suggest & ble difference in the
rumber of dolhn the district will receve
from the sate to educate students
“For each student less than 14.50. the
state will give us $1.195 less in md. For

Nutter outlines concepts
as secondary school chief

Alter six weeks in hus new post a3 assst.
ant admunustrator. former North Farm.
1ngion High Schoot prncapal Lynn Nutter
1 learung how it feels to be on the other
ude of the policy making process

He woud lke to work sddions and
changes 1nto the district’s vocabonal pro-
£ram but 13 mundfu! of the system's tight
budgel and last spring's defeated millage.

1'd like to include a commercul foods
programs in the schoolt | wosd ke o
see a servien of the one some of our sty
derts attend at Walled Lake Vocauonal
Center. he sad

The one at Waled Lake o siways re-
ceved wilh interest by students m Farm-
ngton There 1s & real need for such a pro-

gram 10 our schools. It offers our young-
sters an opportunity for employment.

‘People will always eat. There wil
awayy be 8 need for persons o the com-
mercial foods business

“Most of the changes | want to make in
the curmiculum are possidle because they
wouldn't cost that much moaey But ths
program would cost money.

~{ don't think [ shouid make a guesst-
mate of the cost. at ths time.” he 3ad.

He would also Lke to add a dulding
trades section to the vocational tranng
program in the district That too. is an ex-
peasive addition.

“THERE ARE some dutrcts in other
states that Rave & program in the bulding
trades that's Guie successful

P.O.

Southfield,
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“1'd like to see us have one. but [ dont
know how we could afford it.” he said.

Under the program, the students would
buy some land, construct & house 80d then
sell ot

Nutter admits that the price of land n
Farmunglon might prohwt the system
from bulding in the cty

“1 though we could go 1a some outlying

ares. Or we could remode! 8 house in the
aty.” he sad

Nutter believes that schools should help
steer students toward careers that arenl
over represented in the job market.

“I thunk we should even start talking to
students 1n the Nifth and sixth grades about
careers. A lot of students then want o be

teachers.

“We might lose some good teachers that
way. but there are hr 100 many teachers
in the market now.” he said.

“Our hugh school mlml should help
gude students to careers.” be said

He sees vocationa! school as an alterna-
tve or addution to a college education.

“FOR THE PERSON who wants W
learn. vocational school can be rewar
ding. After they attend vocationa! school
they can attend college. myanmuu
mﬂmlrlpr&mvwbnm

he said

“But the that used to sccom-
wy-cvlleudcwm 3 there any-

T\:Itla progress in the system. Nutter
sves 2 need for cammunication between
‘parents and the school board and adminis-
tration.

“The one flaw ] found was the break.
down of communication between the

improved.

“The board is making an altempt Lo com-
municate with the ciizens and W create
an atmosphere that hamnt existed in the
past.

“People should
the schools and see what s happening.
That sort of feeling didnt exist before.” he
id.

feel weicame Lo come Lo

Rugby tourney
set for weekend

There's still time 10 sign up for the fourth snnual Farmington The Detreit Rughy Ciub. composed
Observer & Eccentric publicity-press seminer 10 be Oct. 7, st 8 mainly of northeuburban reidents. will
p.m nnrunwmonmluym wurnuh.r.mmm host the ieam Stroh's Grest m:

Whether you're & gr or st an oy Fareet P, Fign Me vos
mmw.nmnmmw-o-unnb"“'” of Rysa. Games baghn ot 10 a.m. on both
another. it will be an enjoysbie he coupan ©© memisgs. The feld Inchudes feur
m¢mmm.ro Box 09, —‘.m’.’r‘mmh
Mich. 4803’ charged.
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each student over the 14.500, lhe state will
@ve us $1.188 more in aid,” 18k
Helping bace un Ml 1 e 1 the
dlnq i3 the special education enrollment
education programs. Withat
W: programs. Prisk’s esimate dips to
Han.

But whatever the enrollment, Farm-
ington digtrict students will have more
spent on (hem per pupil than last year
The digtrict expects to receive $8%0.205
more in state aid than last year In 1975
78, the district recelved §193 39 per chuld i
ulz aid. This year, the state 15 expected

W give 824041 per chld

The total amoun’ of state aid last year
was $4.T1L515. In 197677, the distnict ex-
pects o receive $5.601.70 in state aid

But. Hecker isnt optumistic

“The funding you're getung from the
sate. now. is as good a3 you wilf get.”
sad Mecker.

Because of the high cost of housing 1n
the Farmungton-Farmington Hills area, the

population is stabillang Into a pattern of
famuties with older children, who can al-
ford the housing prices.

“People buying their homes tn Farm.
ington are probably buying their second or
third home.” aid Hecker. “They have
older chidren. With the price of homes in
the area, | don't see young families with
chuldren moving into them.™

KINDERGARTEN enroliment is a lypi-
cal example of how enrollment In the dis-
trict 18 declining and may mp uum. nﬂ

During the 1571-72 school y:
nct had 1.057 kindergarten mﬂrnu m

up 68 per cent of the 15,468 chul-
dren born In Oakland County during 1968,
according o Hecker

In 197576, there were 818 kindergarien
students in the distnct. Children who en.
tered that grade \n Farmington last year
made up 549 per cent of the 18.6% chil-
dren born in Oakland County during the
1970, said Hecker

Preliminary counts fof this year show a
slight increase over last. to 873 students
But (ask force officials believe enroliment.
nevertheless. will continue on the de-
crease

Hecker predicts that by the (96081
school year, there will be 767 students in
Farmington kindergartens. Dy that year,
he rl:ﬂs that 12.549 Oakland County chil-

1n 1375 will make the kindergar-
ten chgidbibty list

High school reigstration also 1s dropping
olf. according to Hecker. He noted that
13459 lenth graders decreased to 1432 stu-
dents between the 197172 school year and
the 1972.73 seswion. In the 197473 year
1437 cleventh graders remained from
1K grade class of 1.509. the year before

Of the 1400 tenth graders in 197576,
there are 1474 cleventh grade students
this year

Bottle bill controversy
to be decided by voters

Farmington voiers wil have the chance
to decide, with the rest of the state. i de-
posits on beer and pop contaners wil

cause lay-offs in canneries or reduce hiter
w_the streets.
The proposal 1o put & deposit on all bev-

The cheering stopped

North Farmington band member Daniel Hughes vallantly
cheered on the Raider football team Saturday, but to no avail.
The team was defeated by Walled Lake Central, 14-0. To ses the
detalils of the game, turn 10 the sports section. (Statf photo)

OCC sponsors
Hawaian trip

inside

erage containers also includes the posa:
bty of banning the flipiop cans

Proponents of the proposals say that the
actions will help clean up the environment.
save resources and make it safer for ani-
mals and children.

“Its been an uphil fight.”” said Nancy
Kourtjian of Farmington Hills' Earh

ive

“The packaging people have banded lo-
gether,” she said Opponents of the but
say it would cause layoffs In canneries
faced with reduced production and the a
cmnxm\u from making Miptop vptmng:

“They can make other types of c:
the said "'In Oregon, lhn dudnt dmmlv
the production of cans.”

Oregon, Vermont and South Dakota have
mandatory depos:ts on beverage containers.

“IN OREGON, some jobs were lost.”
s3id Rick Jameson. speclal projects direc:
toe for the Michigan Unuted Conservation
Qub in Southfield

*They weren'l ready for the push.in can
opening that was avalable Coors had 1t

“The bill would create jobs in trucking
and botiling There would be mare retail
derks needed.” he sad

~There would be a two-year phase-in pe-

od.” Mrs Kourtjlan sad

The opposition ts using scare tactics.”
she said

The deposit on beverage containers
would bring the manufacturers extra
money {rom deposits, proponents say. Al
though they admit that beverage prices
may increase with the addition of the de-
fosits. they say the deposits would put a
curb on littering

“1f someone has two or.five or eight
cents In a bottle deposil, they're not going
to litter.” sad Mry Kourtjian “[If they
are left on the ground. chidren might pick
them up and turn them 1n for the deposit.

“Even in Farmungton Hills. there are
some who would like the extra money **

“Based in Vermoot and Oregon research
projects. the amount of all ltter went
down by &0 Lo 90 per cent,” Jameson said

“Cleanhiness begets cleanliness.” he

d.

The ban on flip tops would prevent chil-
dren and animals from swallowing the
loose tabs, according to Mrs Kourtjlan.

“A lttle child could get cut. The labs
are harmful to wildife.” Jameson con-
curred

Opponents of the bill say that its passage
might create new jobs, but they wouldnt
offset the amount of h)cﬂl within the bot
lluu and csaning

my wouldnt be rruhml 23 many
cans,” said Farmington Chamber of Com:
merce executive director Ed Lane “They
wouldn't need as many people.”

{Contlaved on page {A)

Enter our world of !
lonable living. Don't miss
the "Home Furnishings”
guide, a special section to
todey's paper.




