Mary Marshall (right) tries to get Mary Lou Nellis started on the
right foot for a new dance. (Staft photo by Harry Mauthe)

Housing, transportation still dream for seniors

By CORINNE ABATT

Editor's sote: This i the first is o series
of reports e semior chlzess I the Farm.
isgton-Farmisgion Hills area. lu the
weeks abead we will ViR ether senior
Qoups te lears sbest problems. deisure
tene sctiities aad second and (kg ca-

frery

The Farmiagton Area Recresuon Com
musion estimates there are about $.000
seruot cuizens 1a the immedute area
Some mainta:n ther homes A great many
Wve in apartments and a szeable group
are in motile homes. Thewr 1ncomes vary

n ample retrement ncomes Lo pen

wont of less than §100 3 month

One of the most oeeds of tha
farge group—socual acuviies and frend-
$hipr with peers—o in part being met

Hrasing. even with the 180-resdent Bap-
Ust Mapor and Maran Oskiand West. s
far from bemng adequate

Serwor Citiren Coordnator Loretta Con-
way esumates that of the 4050 calls a
week she recenes on senor prodlems. at
feast 75 per cent are requests for housing
o transportation.

M. Conway. who organized the weekday
program for senwrs at the Amencan Le
on Hall on Grand River. (rent(rees
calied “The Gatnerng Place 32 approt.
srately 630 persons attend functicns there
each month. Many came five days a week
for the government submdued hot hinch
program

Un any weekday there are between 100
and K0 seniors there for some partion of
the varied schedule

MRS, CONWAY WORRIES because
(here are 30 many more who would come
M they had transportaton Those in Farm:
Wgon have the special senof tati servace
b seruors 1n the Hills are sl lackng -
expens.ve public transportateon

Rose Pevans and Frances Deidn. both
of whom Live 17 the mobile home park. re-
cll the grum dayv before they found
people to drive them o “The Gathernig
Place

Mb. Fevaris who hives with o daughter in
liege saud. "It got 0 & pont after my
hstand died 8 year ag that all | dud was
st 1 & rocking chaur and wither away.”

She erplaned that she cant work of

drive because of a heart condition, but she
.deperately wanted to make a Lfe for ber-
seit and find new [nends and interests

\b. Conway heard of the prodlem.
called S Clare at Our Lady of Sorrows

Kendall enrolls
in seminary

David Kendall, son of Mr. and Mrs Wal-

i

L8

“! have had such an injection of cheer
trom these people that this has become

my second home.’

—Rose Fevaris

Learning ethnic dances is a p

Catholic Church and through a “hetp your
neighor program.” Ster arranged for
Joan Dumas Lo take Ms Fevars and Ms.
Ueidin to the programs

Once at the center, seniors Bea and John
Payne agreed to pck them up and lake
thern home

Unless one of the Paynes is sick they at-
tend “The Gatherng Place” five days a
week often with as many passsngers as
the car will hold. .

“Transportation is my biggest problem.
M Deldin said | never leamned to dnive
and my son whom 1 Live with sal able
e

She Likes to atiend two davs & week and
sad that before. the only me she got oul
was 1> g grocery shopping onde a week.
“hat that didat fil my tme

She and Ms Fevans were two of the 79
seruors who went tn twn busses to the Okw-
berfest 1n Foslerville this month

Fortunately those in Karen Russ's ethnx
dance class had pretty well mastered the
polka by the time of the Fowlerville excur-
20 and all agree that the dance floor got
2 god workout from the Farmagion area
seniors.

ft meant a lot to these people to learn
something Like the polka and then go out
and have fun with . Ms. Ross sad

She i3 financed by 3 CETA grant and
there 13 a dark fear that when the grant
nns out “Miss Sunshine.” as the senwrs
Lke to call her. wil no lunger be with
themn

Another new. popular class that Ms
Foss intiated 10 the weekly Wednesday
morrung exercise class and much to the
delight of the steadly increasing group.
belly dancing has proved to be one of the
most popular forms of exercue

While Ms Ross' special spark keeps the
exercises and ethnic dancing rolling. the

semuors are practically unarumous in thei

‘With Gresk music 10 back her up, Xaren Ross starts some

feelings which Ms Fevars capsuled
1oretta 1s mother hen to all of us.”
Although Ms. Conway sad she s e
stantly wrestling with unanswerable prod
lerns, “the book with all the answers has
yet to be writen,” she commented. *My

. there's so much
love. you wouldnl believe 2 *

BUT. LOVE. the great ntangble. 1 an
obvious presence among the seruors.

Ms Fevans saud. | have had suchanmn.
Jection of cheer from these people that ths
has become my second home *

Bea Payne saxd she Lkcs 0 5t at the
end of 3 table as she parces quits. “That
way if anybody wants to pull up & chair to
};‘.Iam about their troubles. I'm easy to

Mary Lou Nellis. semor volunteer, sits
by the door {ive days & week to make cer-
tan that no one who comes through = a
stranger for more than the time i Lakes to
hang up a comt.

Monica Romans who helps Ms. Conway
with the organization of acuvities. Is usuak
ly betund the counter when the buffet
lunch 13 served

“If someone s new. | try o0 Lake them
10 8 table where one of our many goodwill

are seated. | make sure no
e ever eats alone.”

Weekly activities run from cards and col-
fee. libcary time and the exercue class
mormungs to bingo. travel films and craf
classes in the afterncons.

A heaith nurse comes regularly o take
blood pressure readings and answer ques-
tons and there are several day-ong trips
each month.

Many. lite Mane Walker. wish the pro-
ram could be expanded Lo more activities
o weekendy

“1 crawled in here abas 2 year ago,”

but lun othnic dence sieps wilh Farmingion seniors. (SI8ff Photo |,
Meuthe)

by Herry
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M Walker said. I had lived in Farm-
ngton for 20 years and [ have been a
widow for seven | didnt have any place
to go The weekends are the lonehest [
took a part tme Job in a bookstore Lo keep
frum climbing the walls ™

She drives and says she always has a
couple of passangers and would bring
more it she could.

All who aitend stress that (ar from every-
thing they do 13 solely for (hemselves
Many have already begun to make Christ-
mas gifts for retarded youngsters Soon
there will be lnes of handmade mittens
hanging in the large room When Marian
Oukland West opens. the seniors wil be
there 10 greet the new residents on & one-
toone basis

Some are foster grandparents, others

have special community projects they help
with.

Ms. Conway saxd that as the program
grows she hopes to enlist more help from
the seniors, themselves. Lo take over cer-
tain positions of responsibility. Her efforts.
however, are not limited o any particular
Reneration

She welcomes volunteers from the com-
munity at large Right now, she said, one
woman volunteer does ak the bingo call-
ing Another voke would be helpful.

IF TRANSPORTATION is the number
one problem for sensors, then housing s a
very strong second.

Martha and Sam Tumer spent time in
their native Scotland this past summer
They liked the senior housing there.

“In the middie of a subdvision there
will be a dozen cottages for seawrs .
They're nght wn there with everyone else. |
This 1s the “in" thing 1 Scatland. |1
wouldn't want o hve 1n a highnse box 1'd ”
like to have my own door to g in and out
That's important to me."

Seniors at the Grand River center agree ;
that o mintbus door todoor would help 1o ¢
being many lonely people into the fold It
would [ree those ke Ms Fevaris and Ms
Deldin who are dependent upon some e §
clse for rides :

Although Ms Comway 1 certain thal the!
total potential has scarcely been tapped.
for the hundreds who walk up the steps of *
the American Legion Hall each week. 1t 18 +
exactly what the name says—"The Bather-*
Ing Place.” :

'
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naturals for

Manhattan's new
Nature Knit*
is mostly cotton,

malnly comfortable and
mighty good-looking.
This year the classics are back,
and this yeor the classic comfort
of cotton dlso returns. Man-
hattan has skilifully blended
60% cotton for maximum com-
fort with 40% polyester for mini-
mum care. The result is a shirt
that teels just as good as it looks.
14% to V7. Stripe, S15; solid, 13.50.
Bothin fall colors. Lambswool tie,
7.50. In Hudson's Dress Shirts, at
Oakland, Pontiac, Northtand.

dress shirt
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