Freshly washed and press-ready, appies upon appies wait in
crates for their chance to become cider.

It’s rich in nostalgia

~ Autumn: Cider sippin’ season

Steey: PATRICIA HINSBERG
Phetes: DOUG BAUMAN

Ah. autumn' The summer {olage Mares
phoeruz-like. with next summer's prom-
ses The wind blows crisp as a [reshly
pcked apple Quldren in kneesocks suck
pencils behind formucatopped desks.

And each weekend droves of Oakland
County residents hop in thewr cars to take
part 1n an October activity threatenng Lo
ectipse football m populanty—the trip to
the cider mull

Dumping apples into the press is an autumn routine for Oltver Milton, owner of

Middieton Cider Mill.

To combine your derdnnking with a
splendid view of (all color. one of your
best bets 13 in the wooded hills surround-
1ng Rochester. Withn six miles of the caty
Lmits are five mulls. each permeated with
an atmosphere all s own, and each hawk-
1ng its wares with a shghtly duferent ap-

proac!
Beiow follows a lisung

MIDDLETON CIDER MILL, 48482 De-
quindre, Shelby Township 7398660 Here's
the perfect spot for those who like a litle
nourishment  with ther nostalgw. Bed.
ecked with antiques and turnof-thecen-
tury memorabiis. Middieton features an
1we cream fountain. and a hearty menu of
Upper Peninsula pasties, submarune sand-
wiches. pizza. corn dogs and chicken din-
ners . snacks. including donuts
whipped up on an antique donutmaker.
cherty and apple pies and apple dump-
lings. Outaide picnic tables are avauable

Youthful owner Oliver Miton—who. by
the way. bears a striking resembdlance fo
presidentiat hopeful Jimmy Carter—
bought (he bright red mull aboul a year
ago. Health food devotees. he and s wife
CQarol are proud of ther cder. which they
1ay.contains no preservatives. As Sunday
isitors queue for 3 look at the 1900 vint-
age cider press. Middieton employ ees pass
o free cups of the robust brew

Middleton’s free souverur menu alone s
worth the trip to Shelby The (ront cover,
resea; and written by the owner him-
sell. relates the hustory of exder and grves
detmls of 1ts production [nsde are unusu-
al recipes using the mull's specualty, includ-
g 1mtructions on how to make hard
ader.

Middleton 15 open seven days a week.
from 11 am 5!’! pm Since it's chiefly 3
famly opera(@h. Milton advises eatly-al-
ternoon visitors to phone first

YATES CIDER MILL. (90 E. Avon
Road 123 Mile Road st Dequindre:. Avon
Township. 6518300 Les Posey seems to be
the only mull-owner aroarnd reluctant lo
credit Yates as the most popular mill in
the area. In operation since 1863, the mill
1 commonly beheved 1o be the only one in
e state still completely water-powered—
ncluding intenor lights

Across the street {rom Bloomer State
Park, Yates 1s a (avonte for pnicers and
hikers who'd Lke to quench thewr thust
with something more substanual than soda
pop Besides cider. the mull also serves
donuts and candicd apples. On weekends.
2 leased concession behind the mull sells
fudge. sausage. cheese and other goodies.

Since the 1350's, the mull has belonged to
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the Posey (amily who bought 1t from the
onginal owners, the Yates It began as a
fumber mull. then a grist mall. and was con-
verted Lo cider-making with installation of
3 press in 1887,

Though October's the mull's big month,
t's open duning all seasons but summer
Through October and November. the milt
13 open daily at 9 a m. In October. the mill
closes at 7 pm: in November. at S pm.
Decerber through May. weekends are the
oy days of operation

PAINT CREEK CIDER MILL. %
Orion Road. Oakland Township, 6518351
This picturesque mill was built 1 1% on
the 8118 of two former muils One. a lum-
ber mull. was burned dawn by Indians dec-
odes ago. The other was familiar to many
of the area’s older residents as the grist
mill that served the farm families here
Owner Dale Miller Jr says some of the

ams from the old grist mill were
constructed Into the new water wheel and
cider press bulding

Though the water wheel doesn't power
the cider press. Miller s3ys 1t can generate
clectrical power Water that turns the
wheel comes from a dam built into the bed
of the old electrical Detrou Interurban
Railway. which once crossed Pant Creek
here.

Set in the muddle of the historic village
of Goodison. Paint Creek 13 surrounded by
miling country and hosts of trees Miller
ays his famly, wheh also owns Sar
Keant’s Cider Mill about two miles east. en-
tered the cider mull business as a family
project, a (nbute to its Swiss and German
mller forebears.

In addition to cider, Pamnt Creek sells
freshly made donuts. cheese and sausages.
Bevides the press. the milts offer some of
the most fascinating antiques you're kely
to find, including an oldtime sull. comn.
cobber. and castiron stove

Paint Creek i open only about 10 weeks
annually, with the mull opening the weck-
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end after Labor Day. and closing generally
about twa weeks after Hallowsen Daiy
hours are 10 am o & pm

SARGEANT'S CIDER MILL S35 N
Rochester Road. Oakland Township, 631
777 Just two mles north of Hochester.
thus mull 13 also owned by the Millers. wha
Bght the second mull in the carly 1960
from the Sargeants’ an old local farm fam.
Ay Origmally an B acre faem with 1.500
apple trees. most of the tand was sold for
subsidivisions N

Only the mills now stands. featuring
cuder. donuts, chevse and sausages. It's ¢
apen an weekends. from 10am tabpm

Lo

GOODISON CIDER MILL. 1450 Hilllop
at Orion Hoad, Oakland Township, 651
6367 L.ying in the muddle of the old village
of Goodison—and Just down the sirect
from Paint Creek Mil—this tny mitl *
doesn't advertse Elderly owner LLoyd -
Blankenburg says wordolmouth yields
cnough busisness to keep him busy. The
small operation reputedly presses some of
the (inest eider arund—and many local
residents have made it a habit Lo stap here
Sunday to get thar half-gallon plastic jugs
refilled ‘
“We tet you tey it before you buy it 1y
Coodison’s slogan. with every guest served |
a free sample But apart from the cider.
probably the biggest atiraction here i<
owner LLoyd Blankenburg himself and his *
wile Marion, two genal sauls who Iike
nothing better on a brisk aftermoon than tr
chat with visitors around their wood-burn-
g stove 10 the mill :

Blankenburg s cxpertise with apples -
dates back 10 the 1930v. when he began as
a fruit picker. He started his business with*3
a frut stand. which he expanded in 1965 &
by installing @ cider press, v

Though closed dunng the summer. Goodi- +
won is open through the fail and winter.J
cach weekend afternoon. R




