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A tent environment was created in the dining room for intimate

meals with iots of close conversation.
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The studio has a two-story north window and is
the place where weaving is one of the activities.

Designer lets his rooms, home evolve

Like most interior designer's
homes. John H. Mitchell's suf-
fers from the “"shoemaker’'s chil-
dren’” syndrome.

“And f'll never be tinished,”
boasts Mitchell, whose studio 1s
in Birmingham

“I's always in a state of flux
Cver a penod ot years the
rooms will just evolve.

Mitchell insists the hving room
“hasn’t been touched.” because
it wasn't one of the rooms he
and his wife tackled immediately
when they moved in a year ago
Buteven inits “untouched” state
the walls have been covered in
plum-colcred suecde and the
rcem s the gallery for examples
ctcentenm.peorary art

“What we rave done we cid
a'oat once Ve aidn’t work a
o gtatn e Qe reascn the
c 4 tu w20 much
S luten apecpie
e atlorent ey

;o reigle to the

other to be appreciated,” he
sad.

Cne thing which conforms,
however, 1s Mitchell's use of tex-
tures. :

“We use texture the way most
people use color,” he said.

One striking example of this is
in a small study off the kitchen
The walls are covered in an or-
ange honzontal split bamboo
materal.

“The wallcovering gves one a
very warm, closed-in feeling.
Ve use this room a lo! in the
winter. We designed 1t vith an
intimate character  for two
people to use.

Except for the masler ted-
rocm and the kiichen, mest cof
the rooms in the house tave a
dec:ded winter lock abcut them
Lichell explained that both he
a~d his wile are avig garceners
and work ouldocrs mest of the
warm months so they cnly e’
inthe house inthe winter

The bedroom is a fantasy of
blue and white which Milchell
designed that way because his
wife “wanted a very feminine
bedroom; not sexy, but femi-
nine. Thisis litke @ morning room
you'd see in Switzerland,” Mit-
chell said.

His wife got her wish 1n a
room with an antque fireplace
and a Porlugese hand-painted
and carved headboard for the
bed. Two blue velvet wing-back
chairs rest on either side of the
fireplace and skirted tables
grace each side of the bed.

Balloon-draped cuntains of
eyelet lace adorn the windows.
The walls are covered in a blue
grasscioth material which adds
another texture to the room.

- Lirs. Mitchell inhented-a well-
apponted  kichen  from  the
hcme's foermer owners, but she
and her husband added a shiny,
large Ins pattern wallpaper to

give britliance to the North-light-
ed room.

It is a room which Mrs. Mit-
chell uses 1o her advantage, if
her husband’'s compliments
about her culinary expertise are
1o be believed.

“She is a superior cook,” he
said.

What she prepares is served
to guests in a dramatic dining
room, which could conceivably
overshadow any souffle.

“l have always been in-
fatuated with tents, so | did the
dining room 1o look like an ele-
gantone,” Mitchell explained.

Thetentis draped from a cen-
ter circle of smoked mirror. The
chandelier is suspended from
the center ot the murror. The
walls are painted the same pully
color as the cotton duck in the
tenting.

A glass and chrome cining
table contrasts with the mate

{Contrniued on page 20)



