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Task force weighs school closing options

By LOULISE OKRALTSKY

Parents of elemerzary students 1n one of
faur Farm.agion schools cowld find thewr
Thildren transferred to another bukhing i
the board adopts a Task Force on Declin
ing Erroliment recommendation 1o clase &
faciity The four elementary schools under
conderation are Alameda. Larkstire. Ten
Mle and Middle Belt

Ten Mle receined the most atiention at
the group's Oct 11 meeting

The location of the school. the rumber of
students displaced by the move. past and
feevent enrollmect as well as the safety of
chadren who mught Pave 1) cross busy
strects wii be conwdered 1 making e
rreommendation

The fxur schocls all with dechrarg en
ruiimerts are located within a oneand
e half e radaas The closag of one
wolint et 1 students beng bused
acress the district. according 1o Stariey
Hecker M.chigan Stale Uninersity educa
L0 prefessor who 13 working with the Lisk
firce

We re not here 1 clse a schocl Were
here only to make recemmendaliony
Heker se

The Board of Education will make the
fal decision

In 197536, Alameda school had 771 stu-
derts 1 19767, the total dropped to 268

Hecker projects the schoot will have a
Sudent population of 218 during the 197778
school year and 20J students the next year
Larkshure Elementary School had &R stu-
denzs last year This year there are Q4 stu-
dents Hecker predicts a population of 414
Studeris 1 197778 and 17 chidren by
197879

MIDDLE BELTS population has de-
creased from 474 12 19576 to 9 10 1976

By 197779, the popdlation could decrease
o 395 according to Hecker

He predicts that Middle Beit will have a
student population of 364 by 197879

Ten Mle Elementary School. which has
been cunsidered for clos.ng by other ot
ns Uu«."\ h.:d a studert population of
677, the school houses

studerts Hukrr predicts that the e

rilment will drop to 37 next year and 15
x5 by 197879

A Ciizrn's Commuttee recommended the
(sirg of Tea Mile on a presios occas:

500, aqgoeding to Lawrence Fnedman, as-
sstant supenntendent

“They said if & school were to be closed
1t should be Ten Mile because it was the
bulding tn the worst physical shape. ™" be
ad

Leon Egrin. a Farview parent. and
member of the task force. took issuc with
the Ten Mie suggestion

“The worst it had was a leaky pipe.”” he
said. 1 felt we were being pushed to close
Ten Mude in that commttee ™

THE REPORT also included recommen-
ations on painting and plumbing Fepairs
fot the Ten Mile School The repairs have
teen completed. according to Freedman

Parents will say. ‘Dont clase Ten Mile
You closed Farmington Junior High
School Why are you picking on ths area®
Farmington High School Principal Gerald
Potter said

The chowce of which school may be
closed will be based 1n part on uts locaticn.
according to Hecker

Fairaew was saved from closing Jast
year. because # 13 in the muddie of 3 sub-
@uisicn. according to Mrs Lyla Young a

task force member who worked n Ten
Mile School

The location of the school 1s impurtant of
the group 13 to consider the aut of busing
the chldren to another focation acconding
o Egnn

“We should plan for the least pussible up-
rooting and the least pussible busing.” he
said

There 15 a suburban—urban prublem
which occurs here.” said Hecker “Par
ents donl want their cluldren crosung
majpr roads Even if the children could
walk, if they had to crosy a busy street
you mught have to bus them

i the child lnes more than one and
une half mile to school by the nearest tray
elrd road. the state will revmbunse the

11”. APPROVED COST which the state
will reumburse and the actual cont of the
transportation wan t be the same " Hecker
cautioned

Ten Mile Schools allernate wwes will
alw be conudered

I sce alternate uthzation as being such
things as curnculum centers © Heeker
sud

Esch stumps Farmington area
and vows more local control

U'S Senaie canddae US Rep Mann
Fsch R A= Arbor: promsed b re
more control © kbecal gavernment, touted
edacal.m and contiaaed LapTg at ks op
ponert U'S Rep Don Regle DFint
¢uring a recent handahakng wur of the
Fas 2 Nimrg Home.

teryrg that hes madsingng. Esch
a4 Were pomtag att specdics b e
“vrds of my opponert and myweld The
pogle want pecdcs of an msue

Y cant dstont the Congressioral Re:
cor

tach demed reports that former Gov
(eorge Romney had told a Repudbbcan
rally that Riegie coudnl get alorg wih
b wile let aione the electorate

He didat wy that  Exchsad  He -
dcated 10 the dscusson that 2 wasal 3
question of divorce It's how Ruegie
treated bis estranged wife. especaly 0
rotters of linances

Discussing the state of the
are (from left) Farmington

Mayor
ardson, Farmington Hills Mayor Keith Deacon,

Esch repeated his theme of bring govern
ment back 1o the peopie durng ha wak
through the nuning home

“1 BELIEVE strongly m local control
The major difference between my oppo-
rert and myself s that | thak there 1s (0
much government. too much red tipe.

One of the fauks of big governmenl o
that the middieaacome 1payer o over:
ooked, he said.

“The middie (come taxpayers  arent
getung ther money's worth,” he saxd

Esch wants government to give s
group a lederal ncome tax deducuion for
ues paid to support local schoots. He
would also Like 1o see persons who canl
pay medical experses and dont qualfy for
Insurance rece:ve some help from the gov-
emment.

Esch views hus proposal to allow federal
tax deductions for payment of kocat schoot

federal ouogn
John Rich-

U.S. Rep. Marvin Esch (R-Ann Arbor) and

Lichtman is unimpressed
by ticket-writing marathon :

Although be Farrengwn Hills Pobce De-
partment 7 recently bossted of its L ket wrE-
ing marathon st the Orchard Ridge
w Oakinnd Cameenty College

Candm Fred Lchtman enl

taxes as one way 1o combine federal sup-
port and local controt

“Within the next 10 years. the [ederat
government will have 10 become a strong-
cr supporter of education.” he 1.

Presently. the federal government pays
abot 78 per cent of the school costs,
Under Esch's plan, the government would
tup i from 20 to 30 per cent of the cost.

This will mean more money from prop-
erty taxes.” he sud. “But | want o give
federal income tax credd for mooey pad
o taxes.”

Another realm of government uter.
venton In the schools. busing. o kooked
wpon with dusfavor by Esch

For the Last two decades. the busing s
cussion has taken our Lme away from the
neighborhood schools. We should provide
an education system mll .um equal re
sults for each chid.”

His backing of local rmu‘vl ol schools In-

Farmington Counciiman Ralph Yoder. Esch
was in own stumping for a U.S. Senate seat.
(Staft photo by Harry Mauthe)

come “desperste.”’ according W one cty
drr:\l.l afer studens and faculy found

campus police weren? allowed (o tssue
mn; violatiors lagt May

THE FIRE department saxd fire lanes

The city gamered more than §3.200 from
the T2hour ticketwriing session.

orywcnplbhmuﬂlhn
oow that the has ocrurred, u-
mumym-nu-hm
to the oo parking sem.

cludes support of neghborhood schools.

“The teal strength of the school system
1 the neighborhoud schools.” he sadd

s antibig government stance estends
to his opposition W aatonal medical pro-
grams for all

1 dont think federaly subsidued health
programs are cffective mrn already
o much government 4.

ESCH SUPPORTS 2 blll which would
allow the govemment W i thase persons
who are unable 10 pay thewr medical bils
brcause they dont quabfy for prvate -

surance.

It would pay the full cost of drugs and
would cover the cost of calastnphuc ifiness.
s he sud.

e concedes that hus propasal and the ex
wting Medicaid program doal contan 3
method of holdnig down nsing medical
asts.

“I's a major problem” he sad

Fsch resterated hus support of traning
programs for the handica

“There should be b education for the
handicapped v should be tramed 1o
ther fullest potental” he told a roomful
o elderly and wheelchaur bound patients

He supported government programs
which would help unempioyed youths {ain

“One out of six persons between 14 and
2 years old 11 wemphiyed. The gavern
ment should help find year around emphiy
ment for them L'd ke to see kids between
14 and 22 who are unempioyed placed w
workstudy programs. Lke the youth con:
senation corpr ™ he sad

Farmungton resdents scem  perfectly
willing to surrender money frut and
candy to roving bands of brarrely dressed
youths who are expected to mvade the
ares Oct. 3

Alter all. Haloween comes but only once
a year

“It's what the lttle goblins want
summed up Jane Mitchell of Famungton
“Last year we had quie a few of them.

“lenjoy it.” she said “I'll give candy to
whoever comes o the door

Chris Heraty. of Farminglon Hils <was
in the process of muving o her house
last Halloween and dxdn hand out goodie s
1o the neighborhood Koblins

Shelll make up for @ this year. she
sy

~When we lived out 1 the country. there
weren any chidren near us. 1 mssed g -

ng out candy to them.” she mad

“last ycar. we were movng w, so !
have no 1dea how many kids are 0 the

neighborhood | expect to pay 346 for
nn‘iy she sa
Thus year, shell be handing out wrapped
candy to the chudren. 1 feel better grving
wrapped candy Most parents are careful
about the type of candy thewr chidren eat.

“There's a chance thal spples could
have pins in them 1 give out ughtly

candy o the parents will know
salinght Molo!my(r:mh:mcul pen-
mes and nickels

“1 give out nmyhu-mn me hids enpy
i 1 know [ did." she sa

|m\mm;wmum\ " agreed

Carol Dave of Farmingion

Although he doent have any children of
r-mmmmmmuumm
Halloween. Carson Honeyman, of Farm-
inglon Hills. nll have give ot candy

But that s e the whole teason fur che
i the schonls ke added

I3 tha guek L save the ditrut
money ™ Egnin sid  Thats why we re
dlosing the sctosl = for tack of myney

Bl than ol fe poyzing More mwey intad
thge butlding What's the peart ol chosing
the school”

T ~ane

adimmstrative  sataes.

Heeker answered

Werewolves and goblins will get a welcome greeting from
Farmington and Farmington Hills residents during this year's
Halioween celebration. (Photo by Jim Hug)

BOOOO

Beggars to get friendly greeting

We ll protabis spend betseen 86 amd
1 o candy he ad

The one (g tat Fred Hamaa of
Facnungton Bl doesn ke sbout Hatow
i 1 that there arent enush chadren i
e apartment compley

i kke chddren he sad e fact
Tk it s b bt that save we bve i apart
ments there arent it maay chideen
wha come areund on Hall meen

| wont gne them candy Foo muh
candy it ged for children ©sad Hin
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mun who has three grandchiddren. e
waved change from the Laundrs and things
Bhe that Td rather give them that than
vandy

1 didnt gve ot candy kst vear and |
wont this sear s Judith Henrs o
Farmungton Hills L will gove out some:
tung bt b odoubt it 1 be candy

We ll probably gve out fru

Our chilren arent allowed o have
camdy Were anterested i them she

it |
wontinued on Page S

td nover run an ad be-
fore Fantastc' Tom Ho-
an. of Sandra Lane, was
understandably satistied
with tis classiied ad ro-
suits Ho sold bis car the
same day that the ad ap-
peared

PAIRLANL swy
IS hetup

B Ca e b

P
I you want to aell somo-
thing fast. put it 1n Tho
Obsorver & Eccontric
classitiod sacton.
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