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Fall is hear and pumpkin fever
hits everyone as the Halloween
season growns near. Everyone,
chidren and adults alhke, are
young again when it comes to
buying a pumpkin. These\folks
ventured to Farmington M3 to
pick their choice of the year. Mi-
chael Janness (top) gets a help-
ing hand tfrom mom, Mrs. Gloria
Janness, while Mary Borkowski
(lett) hefts a big soon-to-be jack-
o-lantern and eats, what else,

an apple (Statf photos by Harry
Mauthe)
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Schools pare budget,
brace for state cut

Despite niung property salues. Farm-
ngton school administrators have pared
$13 muition from the 19761977 budget

The ather side of the coin shows the dis-
tnct losing 233 students from last year and
facing the threat of further cutbacks in
date funds

The £204 milkion school budget shows
surplus of H23.346. which educators are
hoarding i case Governor Milliken an-
fuunces further budget cuts o the schools

1t's entirely possible that the guvermor
rmught cut between $30 mullion to $150 ml
lion from the state budget.” said School Su
perirtendent Lewss Schulman

“I'm a bitle scared about this school
budget.” he said “But we have the fund
equity tsurplus i to use to avord additional
cutbacks. once the school year gets under:
way

“TIES THE FIRST tme that we have
known about 1mpending state cutbacks and
a budget ahead of time o accommodate
them.” he said

But the fund equity 1s only 017 per cent
of the 24410655 milhon budget. * Schul
man said What we hase can disappear
quickly

“You cant call that money a surplus.
he_added

The budget Includes the district's
£5.291.720 share of state aid. distrbuted ac
cording to the number of a district s sty
dms and the State Equahzed Valuaton
WSEV) of propenty in that area

lmmm with declining enrollmerts and
an increaning SEV receave less state and

Last year. the distnict received #4711 315
from the state for its 14611 students. ac.
curding to Farmington $hool District Busi
fess Manager William Prisk The 197576
budget was §23 542 60

That amounted (o $158 39 per student
This year. the state aid alldment divides
o S47TES per student

The district spends about $1656 per
whool child. according to Prok

In addition to state aid based vn enroll
ment and property values. the district will
recenve $94X0 from Michigan

That money goes toward driver educa
ton and \ocational prugrams which are
<ate supported

While rsing property values hase
coused a decrease n the Sate aid to the
@dtnct it has also caud 2 shght
crease i the the amount of schicd tat ey
i

Last year, the distct received $16
8722 in school millage from s Yl
school ax

In 19571978, the distnct expects Lo fe-
ceive $16.863 371 1n property 1ax money

Although 37 teachers have been pink-
slipped, the budyet includes an increase
expenditures for elementary and secund
ary teacher salaries

“These increases are duv to teachers on
the basis of their sermonty i the distnict,
cxplained Schulman

THIS YEAR'S budget allows §5 343180
fut secondary teachers 1ast year's budget
kave them $5.185.784 in salaries

Elemertary teachers have been given
$700206 i the budget this year

Last year they recened HEXETS

Most of the vuts in the budget stem from
such items as a decrease s the number of
teachers. pnncipals. dnivers, and mechan
s, acourding o Schuiman

The closing of Farmungton Junior High
School ehiminated one principal from the
school rulls

However, the dechne in enrollment
doesn't accumpany a decrease \n maintai-
nence custs

“There’s no real inancial gain when you
lote students.” Schulman said

“We may have fewer studenls but it
custs us about the same to keep up the
buldings.” he sad

“Eseryone 35 facing increases in their
fu) and clectrical bills.” he said

The distnict has 1ncreased ils allotment
for fuet bills to $498.121, 1n contrast with
the $160.265 1t budgeled for 197677

Water and clecinicity charges have been
budgeted at $638 573 Last year the distnict
spent $601 078

“We've cut out oll we can without dam-
agng the cducatonal program.” Schul:
man said “We cant cut electnaty and
beat to the schools

Fire inspection
could lower rates

11 all that dirty water floating arvund on
City of Farmunglon streets last Wednesday
was anmying—ake heart

The Insurance Service Bureau of Mxh.
Wan way 1 town Last week testng the
cily's hirefighting capabilities. If the city
hapes up. the Wsurance fating could be
losered. meamag that homeowners” fire in-
sutance cmts oould be reduced by 10 per
vent

Cay Mgr Bob Deadman thinks there i
Kood possibilily 1hat could happen
WE'VE MADE A lot of improvements
snce the last time we wefe nspected 0
1963, * he said Were pretty sure the city
15 QuIng 10 do good encugh Lo get our rat-
R lowered

Since 1960, the city has hooked ity the
county water system. Also the fire depart.
ment equipment has been updated

“Of coure there are some (hings we
know we will recenve deficiency points on
such as manning fve man fire rgs Hard-
Iy any city i the country can meel that re
quirement © he sad

The short of it

Exery city i the country s rated on the
same basur. Farmungton 1 tested aganst
the same scale as the City of New York.
said Deadman

PRESENTLY., THE CITY has a rale
seven  Deadman 13 hoping that will be
brought down to a rale six

Inspectors not only check out the fire de-
partment They also check fire prevention
codes. building codes and ordinances as
well as how well buildings within the city
meet the codes

Atter they make their inspection, there
s’ any argument The standards are the
same for everyone. You edher make it or
deliciency points keep you in the 1ame cat
egory.” he sau

On Wednesday. the water pressure from
fire hydrants was beng tested. Officlabs
from the inspection firm were opening up
valves to see Just what the pressure would

b,
Deadman said the ity will know the re-
sults of the testing 1 from 6090 days

Volunteers battle rules

Two Famngon Huls volunteer fire-
fighters are batling hewht and age rex
lations which prevent them from becommg
full ime members, athough they already
are working #hour-weeks for the depart-

ment.

Harold Sweet. 35. and Jon Quinsenberry.
31 will meet Farmuington Hulls i Oakland
County Circut Court, Oct 27

They abo will make Farmugton Hils
Kkeep 3 Nov 22 date with the Michgan Em
ployment Hegulations Commission
SMERCY an Detrowt

Farmungon Hills reguidtions are based
an custing restrctions under the State
€l Service Ad and on recommendation
by the Nauonal Fire Protection Assocs
shon, accvrding to Fire Chiel John Van
e Voort.

Full e firemen i the Hills are re
quired to be between 18 and 31 years old.
and between five-foot eghtinches and six
foot four inches tall

Suect 18 five foot seveninches tall and
Quinsenberry 15 hivefoot sivanches
height.

They've been working 40 houry a week
sinee J‘x)\n March. 19767 sad Jessica
Cooper. a Farmungton Hills attorney. who
W representing Sweet and Quinsberry

They're pad 8350 an hour when they
are on duty and §7 an hour when they go
out on 3 run” she sad

Groups uniteto fight proposition C

Farmngun area empioyees  poitdal
and school groups are geanng up for 3
Tast minge batle aganst proposal C
which they view as a threat ty state find
wg of school

The groups beleve the proposal (o it
state \pendng woult abo plice 3 hardshp
upan ke incume fa: 3 and the elder!y

The plan woud the amount the
state takes 0 tates 1) 81 per cent of the
combined peroeal cames of Mchgan
residents

The Leagse of Women Voters of Farm-
ngton and West Bloomfeld Farmingion
PTA groups the Farminglon Democratic
Cub the Farmingion Education Assocr
aton and the Amencan Federation of
Rate County and Munwipal Employees
ave ;«nrd the area’s coaltion aganst

upoul
Passage rgm proposal would lead to

dire corsequences for the schools.” sad
FEA president Richard Ringstrom ~Edu-
cation 13 the Largest program and would re-
ceve the potential cutbacks.” he sad

It's poorty concerved n would take
years to interpret

THE PROPOSAL -ou.d bmu state

pending ta the 8.3 pue cent of the com
bined persunal incomes nv a'l resdents
nh.ch Michigan could

* Federal ad would be mlmm from the
proposal $ restrictions. according to Paula
Tobacmuan, ‘presdent of the LWV

The state would refund the excess reve
nue it collected to ndidual L payers
through state income 13t refunds.” she
<nd

Those people who don't pay state lax
don 1 receive the redate  she sad “That
wnuld include semior citizens

The restricton could be exceeded o the
governor dectared a Ginancual emergency
and f twothirds of the legolature passed
the decree

1Us not well writen” Ms Tobacman
said “It's fyl of loophales

The vague wordng of the proposal
which 1s & consttutional amendment,
leaves it up to the legslature to imple-

ment it, according to Ms Tobacman and
Rengstrom.

“They say that the legulature At re-
sponsibly handling the state’s money.
Rungstrom sad “Then. they tell the ley

lature to implement thy propusal. I 8
paswes

One of the classic loopholes 8 has o
that it st define the word revenve

Does 1t refer to gross revenue. the
money i coliects. or does d refer o net
revenve, the money that it actually can
spend after paying off dedts.” Rurgstrom
sud

Another abjection 1o the proposal s that
@ will fluctuate with the fortunes of the
Lt payers. In tunes of recession or depres-
sion. when reudents dont have as much
money. the state wonl be -ble to coliect
av much

"Since 4 depends on the combined per-
sonal income of the resdents. when the
prople don't have money and are kokng
to the state. the state wnl have the
money. either,” Riagstrom

If the state linuts sty rpmdm to 8.3, per

with the resilents' demands for services.ac-
cording to Ms Tobacrman.

If the cituzens’ demand services. the
stale may have to cut programs (o keep

up.” she sud. “They may cul programsy
that the local g eenments can keep up o
replace These programs can include local
school programs or some kical police pro-
Krams

'ALTHOUGH THE BLLL prohibits the
cancellaton of eusung state funded pro-
&rams which are mandated. it could allow
the withdrawal of state funds earmarked
for discretionary local use. worned school
buard President Anne Struble

“Our concem 15 that the state will cut
out aid 1o the schools and social welfare
programs.’ she sad

1 fear that of reliel on property tax for
low income and eiderly famulles is reduced
because of this bill. the elderly may not be
as -mm to vole for a school mull
she said

1 would Lke Lo see the school board be-
come officully volved in ths.” she sad
“But | have 1o meet with the whole group

. about this, first.”

Inflexible Limuts on state spending could
nl lhe amount of state funds which are
1o supplement federal programs o

ud the elderly. said Ma. Tobacman

“RUT THEY DONT receive a pension
hospitalization of other benefils a full-time
employee would. ” Ms Couper explained

Sweet. wha 18 too od for the depanment.
under the present regulations. has been a
wlunteer for about three or four years, ac
curding to his attorney

Quinsenberry has been with the Farm.
ngton Hills volunteers since October 1975,
attamey Covper saxd

“We're asking Judge Steven Andrews in
Qreut Court o an injunction agawnst the
ity s hinng any fullime hremen until
these two men have a chance 1o lest for
the Job" said Ms Cooper.

We're protesting the age dscnmina
fion These men are already working full
time They're dung the same tasks as full
ume firefighters But they re salaned
LITEL: to hourly

They re concemed about pension  she
said They've even admitted

St Cooper will argue that regulations
are arbirary and capncious

They are ducriminatory” she sad

“They are In vwlation of the Fair Em.
ployment Practice Act and both the Stale
and Federal Consttutions * she saud

We know that the Hills will ask for an
aceelerated Judgment.” she said “That i
they will argue thal because we're also
goirg 1o MERC. the court doesnt have
any yunsdiction 1 the matter”

BOTH MEN HAVE Iried to avoid taking
the case to_court. she sad
I've tned to talk to the Hills' oty al
torney, but no one would histen
\an De Voort stands by his regulations
1 think o you get a man at 35. by the
ume he's 0. he begins to pace himself
The physical actvity of ths b includes
tugging and IuRRWNR
16 the man's older, he can st up front
Bul a younger man's better for the job.”"
Van De Voort sad
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Ite beheves that men of undorm heght
contribute tn efficiency

Il the men ate about the same hewght
i nakes team work casier.” he sad

There's a salety factor in the height
regulabion. too. A man cant Lft hs own
weight Many times. the men have to hit
accupants from a bullding. or other fire-
men A short maa couldnt do as well, " he
sand

The volunteers were accepted regardless
of height and age

The solunteer system doesnY provide
fur selectisity ” he sad - With full time
men you should be selective

Clarenceville
board opposes
Proposal C

Clarenceville Board of Educaten
Thursday voked its opposition to state P'ro.
posal C on the Nov 2 ballot

The proposal. il appraved. would hmat
state g ermental spending to 8.3 per cent
o all Michigan persanal income.

The board. 1 joining numercus olher
~chool buards and city and state officialy
sand it 15 oppored to Propasal € for several
reasuns

One i that it would result in local prop-
ety (axes beng raised to meet needs lef
unprovided [or by the propused state spend.
g limitation.

Another woukd be that it would “subvert
if not prevent the long<alled for overhaul
o education hnancing

The schools would have o seek higher
and higher mullage rates lo keep even 1t
an wnllationary cconamy

BEALTIFUL DAY

It was 3 beautiful day for many
Farminglon businessmen who were
honared by the Farminglon Beau-
tfication Commission al their an-
nual luncheon this past week. To
sce who was honored. tum 1o page
A



