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-Six newcomers in race

" Retirements make for unusual court race

: By JOE MARTLCCI

* This years Oakland County Curcut
Court race is unusual—only lwo -
cumbents are m the fray for the four nx-
‘year terms
The other fwo \acancwes on the bench
were created by the the retirement of
Judges Arthur Moore and Wilham Ham-
pon
© The incumbent contenders for the Job.
which has prisdiction over serous cruny
nal matters ifelomes and high ms-
demeanors'. divorce cases and crvid suts
mvohing moee than §10000. are Robdert
N Webster and James Thorburn
They will face three datrict court judges
and three atlomeys n the Nov 2 contest
The attorneys are David Breck. Robent
Carr snd Bermard Kawman. The datrct
adges are S James Clarkson (#th ds-
It Alce Gibert (4&h dstrctr. and
Francs X. OBrien HIY distrct
One other e 3 posion wil be on the
bullol an unrtpured twoy ear term Curcut
Judge Steven Andrews who was apponted
by Gov Wikam Millken to fil the va-
cancy created when Judge Willam
Beasley was appointed 1o the state court of
appeals 1w unopposed 1 seekmg election
to serve ou that term
The Obaerver & Eccentre posed several
questions 1) the candidates. Their respon
Tsen foliow
*Would ) ou support 3 propesed state con-
sitituional ameadmest cequiring hat judg-
€3 be appomicd by the gnersor rather
1han elected. d caadidates were wreesed
by a committee comprised of lawyers and
Laymea®
«Whal factors would you comtider in im
posiag semtence on those comricied i crim-
nal matters®
*Whal can be dooe from 8 pracucal
stasdpeist. beude sddmg more pdges. Lo
handle the everincreasing caseload®
i Shoud Judges have more wput has
‘they mow do in Whe paroke process’
DAVID ¥ BRECK sad Unul recentiy
1 would oot have considered abolishing the
prople s £ioM 1o elect Jadges. However o
Dus election Lae others resulls in the elec
ton of name candstates then 1wl prod
by support a cunsttutional amendment
Breck i he woyld wegh the lollowng
factors when 1Tpsrg entence  The ra
tare of the crme the record of the defend
ant and the nevessity t deter the defend-
ant and others from commatting crimes,
The crewt count according to Breck
hav a refatnel small backlog He
added howerer that Innovaions. such as
o Judge R bert: Webster s system providng
for un.merrupted trols daly wntd 1230
pm. w.th motoms 13 (he afternoons and i
& dzal accountabit iy of jidges o e
“caser should be contimued
+ Coocerning judges rule w the parcie
peoceas Breck responded Judges do not
<have tme o desote 1> parvie probiems
Zand ta determme whether a prisoner has
= bren refabitated That n a specaliy for
27 whuch dges are oot sutabiy traned
-° Robet W. Catr sad
Some modifcation 1 the method of se-
Jecting J34ges 1s needed in ths state suice
e electoral process has become a name
Rame necessialng a lare expenddure of
. fnds for mame recngnition
He added that gubernatonal appoint
ments based @0 screenig commuttee cec
ommendations wouid be 27 acceptadie al
ternatne  providing the screenng com-
. mitec was carefuly chaen

Ceerges

On the asue of M\nx Carr saxd the
v idual's background. and the severity
and nature of the crine must be consid-
ered ““Those who commit crimes of vio-
lence a3 well as repeat offenders should. in
general. be mcarcerated

Concerning the caseload problem. Carv
2214 he would ke to estadlish
wglul pretnal procedure -
probabality of settlement and the wssues 10
be tried can be explo

He added that such conferences. heid 6
days pror to tral “woud help a great
deal in d«"nw\l the trul docket (and)
mwd accomplished at no sddtional

Rzprmnl odges’ in the parole
process. the letﬂard attorney sadd. “The
e o granting parvle should be decided
by means of an appropriate petition before
the sentencing judge where nput could be
had from the parole board and the local
prosecuting attomey rwith! the ultimate
decision being made by a circud judge
“rather than by an admunstrative parole
board as 13 the case at preseat.”

S JAMES CLARKSONs31d he opposed gu-
bernatorial appomtment of judges. “Judg
e+ must contnue to be elected Quak
tications of judses should be mandates.
<uch as expenence. age and traning Tha
s the answer. not an ohgarchy

1n imposing sentence. Clarkson sad he
would consider the type of offense. the de-
fendant's past creminal history and possi-
bulity of rehabuditation and presentence rec
ammendatans of the probation depart

ment

To help reduce the caselad. Clarkson
suggested * greater use of the mandatory
pretrial settiement conferences tfor vl
casest As far as criminal matiers are con-
cerned there v no mltmxh\e other than
10 add new judges.

Hegardag parole. Clarkson sad. “The
entire parole system should be re.
viewed . Certan categores of offenses
should not be s)ect to parole without the
consent of the sentencing judge
cnmes such as first degree murder and
armed robbery by repeat offenders should
e dened any QM to parole

ALICE GILBERT said she would have
1 examine the wording of a propased con-
sttutional amendment before bewg able to
comment on it

Concerming sentencing. Ms  Gilbert
<ad Bascaliy the facturs iconsidered:
revolve around the rature of the offense
whether an offense s against property o
ferson. the intensity of the offense. the se-
rousness of the offerse 1 relabion to oth
ers offenses and the circustances surround-
g the offense.

Then the court considers the offender.

m past and hustory his abilitses
special protlems Lkbhood
d repetlicd and rehabuitation

Ms Gilbert saxd she 13 8 firm belever is
wilizng modern business Mmethods. such
a3 computerization. to keep abreast of the
liugal explosion

She sad jodges should have more nput
nto the parvle process.

BERNARD L KAUFMAN s4id he would
not favor judicial appointments. uniess
We could have sufficient guarastees that
partinanship would not entet iata the selec
tion

Factors Kaufman would consider m im-
poxing sentence would nclide nature of
the crune 1agazist person of property. Vio-
lent or noa vwlent: prior record of the per-

‘Students’ social security
-affected by earnings

Students 18 ta 2 reven ng socal secu-
"2 ety checks shoukd report any changes n
thewr eamangs. schad enrodment and ma-
Al status becare § owid affect pay
menty
More (han 70U stadents get monthly
socual security pavmeris because a parent
gets retirement benefirs or dsablity of
has ded sad Charies Anderson Laora
socal securdy mandset
Siaderls can cortinue W orecene pay

mENs (o age 2 as brg as they reman
131 e students and do net marry Feder-
al law requres that thase who leave
whool. marry or start atendng college on
apart time bass should promptly notfy so-
cal security s that thewr payments can be
sopped.

© U your earmings far 197 will be over

£2760. 11 should be reported. otherwse ben-
efits will be withheld or have to be repad
at a later date
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pﬂn(w pre-sentencing report and the ef-
the crimanal activity on society

masuve (amount of) paper
work involved.” He also

that settlement conferences for civll cases
be steppedup early o dispose of c:
that woukd proably be resolved pror Lo
tnal

On the 1ssue of parole. Kaufman sad.
“To leave yudges out of that process. m
cases involving vilent crimes. courts dis-
aster, as wsevidenced by the number of
such crimes commutted by those who re-
cetve an early parole

FRANCIS £ O'BRIEN said I feel u s
important that we. 33 judges. must not
lose sight of our obligation to serve the
public and also be durectly accountable to
them for our performance This | feel. s
to tome degree accomplished 1 the elec-
o process

O'Brien saxd he woud consider pro-
tection of socwety. accountabuity and re-
habilitabon 1 Imposing sentence

To handle the growing casekoad. 0'Bren
sud courts “must have an open mund to
new techological methods of improving
the adminustrative functions. such a3 data
processing. audio viswal ads and com-
putenization.

0 Brien said judges should hase more 1n-
put in the paroie process. “if there canun-
Ues 1o be legslation which permuts parole
or carly release before the minumum sen-

18 served

JAMES S THORBURN sad he would

the propused constitutional amend-

support
ment. addng. ~There are advantages
buth methods. but 00 balance 3ppointed 18

the preferred method (for selecting udg-
c3and gives better results. although there

are many exeptions to this rule.

In sentencing convicted cnminals, Thor:
burn said he would consuder. protection of
deterrence and rehablitation of
the crurunal i order that sociely may be

society.

prolected m the luture
To manage the cascload Thorbum sug:

gested increasmg the qualty of supporting
[n the Oakland County Curcut

personnel
Court thereare the same numbet of per-

soancl 1n 196 as there were in 1938 The
ety of the

ondy difference 18 that the

Concerning the  pai ssue the -
cumbent said. “Judges \pouid have the
rght to mpose Tunmum deatences which

are meanungful 11 adddition N someone 13
(ncarcerated n a prson. a judicul pro-
ceeding should be required before parole
u permutted

ROBERT W. WEBSTER said whie the
proposed coestitutional amendment has

ment. he-mldprdnmnjuhnbukd

On sentencng. -
ture of the offense. prior record of the indi-
vidual, hs personality and famiy back-
gound are all considered lo determine &

sentence that will prolect society. ade-

qualely purush.. deter others from sumtlar
conduct and rehabiitate where possible

The crcwt court has demonstrated Ks

ability to meet the caseload increase so

far, according Lo Webster He added: 11 in-
creased computer capactily i given. and
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