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Family sues school district in son’s death

Top Farmungion school officals reman
tghtlipped about 2 Lwsua chargng them
with pegigence 1t conation with the elec-
trocution of 13yearold Robert Kourtyan
durny a vwp clss, Jaa 9

Mr and My Walace Kourtjan, of
¥a tled sut Wednesday. 1n Oak-
land Cwsty Qreuwt Court. charging the

sch el toard the district and two East Jun-
at Hih shop mstructors. Joha Pollack
wd Gordn Davis. with neglgence and
buldag safety vwltons
wrtans aze askng (or §1 muilon
n the it
The jarents charge that thewr son ded
atier he pulied a homemade ungrounded
on cord connected 10 a defected bu!-
t of 3 wall socket m the class
N Rl officuls are scheduled 1o be offi
caly med of the wut Lhs week, ac
cording to the Kourtpans amtorney
Thomas Casey of Troy
e Wfcals were wary of ds-

We

Schoul buard Trustees Helen Prutow and
MLchael Shpwece had been infarmed of the
action Dt were unsire of the detads.

It's 11 the hands of the attorneys I'm
the dirk atodt the whoie thng” sad
oz

1 wasat ca the haard at the time of the
madent Dorly knew adout it through the
faprs e ad

Mr ScRiman tid me that the leamed
atwouttin the paper  she added " Hetod
abot - the aut

“EVERYONE 1S er 4 L fle sut
a4 Shpece 1At know of e datrict

A
w

was neghigent IU's up o the court o de-
ade It was an unfortunate incdent™
Shpwece felt the board of education had
done all & could, last Januaury, after the
boy died.
1 don know about January.” he sad
1t was a difficult s:tyaton all around.

1 don know what the board could have . the

done about . We ordered an inspection of
ail faciites. The salety: commuttee wrote
up 3 poley with safety pro-
cedures.” he stated

The dustrct was fined §338 in civil penak
Ges for 25 safety violations as & resu of a
Sate Department of Lador ivestigaton
conducted shortly alter the gccident

Shpiece squeiched speculation that there
was some commmunuty 0pposition 1o 8ppomt-
ng then Asst. Supt. Lewis Schulman to the
top admunistrauve position because of his
handiing of the ncxdent

The incxdent occurred shortly before Ma-
naus van Ameyde retired 21 supenintend-
ent of the distnct

1 don't remember any oppasition from

the board or from the community.’
Shpiece sad

[ don’t remember anyone (n the commu-
sty opposing hss sppomtment. The board
voted seven (o zero for hum." he sad

The Kourtpans tetaned Casey as thew
Liwyer last March. but the nvestigation
1o the noxdent took months to complete.

Casey mamtans that he wonl have to
we the Department of Labor's kst of viola-
tons 12 the Farmungton school He be-
Jetses that he has gamered enough wlor-
mation_on hs own.

1 INVESTIGATED the incsdent 1 check-
ed with the police records. with engineers.
with the law The rase 1s complex because

Attacks GOP

of the engneering features.

It won be necessanly because al
the snswers are up fronl. We've spent
Ume answenng the questions before! -
he sad

that one teacher was Ul

lax about safety practices.
“The bulfer the :ynvu uting wasnl

Casey

“The frame was energized because the
cord of the buffer wasnt grounded There
wasn't any onoff swich on the machine.

“The extension was necessary because
the wall plug wasal working. There
wasn't proper wiring in he walls of the
shop class.

“Therefore they had o connect, the bul.
fer's cord 10 3 homemade exteniion #brd
without " he

There was a lack of salety traming for

students, said

s the head of the system.

“The supeniniendent is the captan of the
ship. It doesn take much time for hun to
100k 1n on a shop class. There were out of
order signs on the walls of the shop.”
Casey maintains

How can the administrators do their
b il they don suck their heads n the
Qor™ " he

The Michigan Department of Labor m-
spector who examuned the shop machinery
shortly after the scodent said that the boy
completed an electrical circut when he
put one hand on the extension cord's metal
bov andunm.hnhammlhe:xl!uu he

Brodhead blasts Ford

By JACKIE KLEIN

U S Rep W.ilam Hrodhead (D7) has
charged the Ford admizastration with wnt.
g a recurd (f $1agTAlOR InCompetence
i tack of concern 1nactivity and

604 ad Farmangtn amed verbal dants
A Kepubilcans when he spoke to members
«1d Democratic Club at 2a
MY Ty

who i3 setking Ras sec

1 was clected when the ration was still
rakirg ;n the after shock of Watergate
and attendant aliegationy and fears  Brod-
bead 324 Presdest Ford ras vetoed
fare balis than any chief exetive 1 can
remember and cegresy has been the buy
105t 0 Fatory overndag this mntan of
wiwes

“ITS BEEN excting g

nd

§ wme o

cal programs going when the Democrat
Cungress overrode obyections by an upe
lovted presadent. despite the machunery of
the Republicans and the press
Brodhead continued to shed bis low key

.umage when he attacked Ford's Wip In-

Lation Now (WIN) program. instituted 1n
154 The theory behind WIN, Brodhead
cortended. was (o “increase taxes and
save the country

~On one hand. Ford talks about a tax re-
duction program and making 1t stick,”
Brodhead alleged “He advocated sending
$! tillion to South Vietnam when members
of the Congress insisted the war was lost.
sone. ended

Tve served duning a time of struggle
over the Arab oil boycott Members of Con-
gress fought 1t and Ford blamed us for
doing nothung about the boyewt It cost
Ford crecitality because he did nothing

BRODHEAD CHARGED Ford with work-
g “hand wn glove” with big corporations
w block congress. His nett target was

Bottoms up

Earl Butz, former Secretary of Agncuiture
. who he termed “an incompetent fool and
2 bigat”

Butz. Brodhead acowed. went too far
and should have been discharged long be-
fore tus dlchosen remarks. Bu's un-
doung. the Congressman noted. was talking
n front of John Dean

“"Dean has one more trophy in tus den,”
Brodhead quipped. “le’s done more than
anyooe realizes to defeat Ford and elect
Jimmy Carter for president

“There's no question about Ford's in-
competence, callous insensitivities to the
needs. concerns and (eelings of ethnic and
munofity groups and the underprviieged

CARTER, BRODHEAD mantained. has
respect for blacks. farmers, city people
and all ethoue groups He also contended
the Democratic presidential hopeful 1snl
as fuzzy on the issurs as Ford

“Ford has made 180 degree changes.”
Brodhead claimed “He sa:d no way would

tCoatinued om page (\)

tried lo unplug (he machine.
The tuffer was found to be without an
anolf switch by the wspector
Crimunal charges of Involuntary man-
slaughter aganst the school district were
considered by Oskland County Prosecutor

|- Brooks Palterson

Paterson dudn press charges because
he thought that they could only be filed by
the boy's parents

‘The Michigan Occupaticnal Safety and
Health Act. under which the school board

was lined 1n et penalties, was enacted 1
wsure the safety of employes and not stu-
dents  Consequently. criminal sanctions
under that act arent avalable when the
deceased 13 not an employce. Pattersan
explained at the ume

Ghoulish delight

Strangers are weicome here, this resident seems to be grunting. The homae, cleverly remodeled by
the Farmington Area Jaycees, is open to visitors during the Halioween seasan. For further In-
troductions to its residents, see page 3. (Statt photo by Harry Mauthe)

Farmingtonseeks funds
for DPWimprovements

The City of Farmungton has submtted
its bid 1n the federal funding sweepstakes.
hoping to recene enough money W re-
vamp its Department of Public Worky
building on Nine Mile and to construct a
public safety officers’ firearms range and
fire traming facility

The $1.250.000 improvement plan was

submitted to the {ederal government for a
local Public Works Investment Acts
grant

The addtions, and improsements. de-
syned by Farmungtondased architects.
fane. tiebe and Wedand. will be worked
around the custing structure

Thedesign includas an indoor hiring range

Election could determine
future political leader

US Rep William Brodhead (D-Detrot)

most hotly contested races for Congress in

Michigan.

The two will meet at the North Cangregs-
i Qhurch, 2373 Northwestern High-
way. Souhfield at 8 pm. The debate is
‘cosponsored by the Observer & Ec-

Newspapers and the League of

oters.

The I7th district inchudes Farmungton.
Farmington Hiils, Redford Township.
Southfield and a portion of northwest De

trodt -

‘The candidales will be questioned by &
{rom press. televsion
Panelists will be Tum Richard.
page director of the Observer &
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WILLIAM BRODHEAD

Sate Universty and the University ot
Michigan Law School. After graduation he
worked briefty in private practice and then
Joined the legal staff of the Detrok Depart-
ment of Streets and Raways (DSR1 He
was first elected to the state house in 1570
Burdick. 12. is » Southfield Jent. This
s his first attemgt at elective public of-
fce. He also is 8 graduate of Wayne State

Clarification

The story entitled “Senior cRizens make
plea for more services {rom city” in the

JAMFS BUHDICK

and the UM law school

Ie served as an assistant Wayne County
prosecuting attomey and special assstant
altorney general. Presently, he s a sell
employed lawyer
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Clansifieds

for the Farmungion Public Safety Depan-
ment The police currently are using Farm
wgton Mills outdoor range for practice

The fire traming section of the DPW
complex wll be a structure with moveabic
walls, ‘

That way. the men cant get used Lo a
certain pattern.” explained Tom Thomas
the architeets’ representalive

It was Public Safety Director Danwl
trynes’ 1ea  Thomas added

A COVERED SALT STORAGE arca will
e added 1o the complex.

State law requires that covered salt stor.
to prevent the contamination of drink-
wng water and the killing of nearby v
ton

Every time | dnve past there. | think
that one of these days. we'lt find ourselyes
i violation.” City Manager Hobert Dead
man sad

A feneed area for umpounded cars a
large item storage. truck storage. sign
shop. flammable liquid storage and confer.
ence rooms will be added to the DPW com.
plex.

A sense of urgency
tund application.

We have (0 be quick with ths thog:
The moncy will be all gone the first tune
around We should be there befure its
kone  Deadman sad

a

companics the

They tell us that we can apply agaw
later on. but you know the chances of get
tng money twice are sim.” he said

Money wiil be awarded on & competilive
basis. Fach application will be given
points hased on the city's unemployment
level. readiness (o begin the project and if
the proposal fits the community's master

plan

MICHIGAN CITIES ARE COMPETING
for a share of the §200 million avalable
through the program

The application requires that the the
cost of construction broken down wio
skilled and unskudled labor costs The non.
labor and service costs have to be identi-
fied.

SAVE YOUR RECEIPT -,

Don't iose the receipt your cartier
will give you when he colects this
month. It's worlh its face value to-
ihe next classilied ad that
..




