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editorial opinion

Take a trip to paradise

Willoughby Wink groaned as he thumbed
through the department store catalogue. Here it
was Nov. 15 and Christmas was quickly sneaking
up on him.

But this year. Willoughby vowed. he was going
to get his shopping done early.

“None of these last minute desperation shop-
ping sprees for me.” he exclaimed to no one i
particular.

~Say. Willoughby. you should try one of these
new gargantuan shopping centers sprouting up
around the suburbs. They've got just about any
store you could think of." said one of the friendly
patrons, at the local pub which Willoughby com-
monly hung his hat.

. *1 hate shopping centers.”” retorted Willoughby.
“I'm going to use my handy dandy catalogue and
avoid that mass of humanity, who flock to shop-
ping centers

. TOh no. you don't want to do that. You've got to
‘experience one of these places to believe them.
They are regaled with theaters. restaurants. foun-
tains. plexiglass elevators and mono-rails

“WHY, THEY ARE THE SUPREME MON.
UMENT to suburban life."” said the friend. “In
years to come, archeologists will marvel at the in-
gehuity of the suburban mund for building such
structures
. Willoughby's curiosity was piqued. He threw his
“catalogue tn'o his raggedly old brown paper shop-
‘ping bag with remnforced handle. of course) and
off he went to explore one of these edifices

Daiving along. he passed mile after mile of
tract houstng, beautifully sel in subdivisions. be-
reft of any annoying foliage such as trees or
shrubs s

“My heavens, it certamly 15 a long way to this
place I wonder if I'm really saving any money
by having to drive this far to shop?” he won-
dered

~Of course. items are probably a lot cheaper so
1t will all come out the same at the end.” he ra-
tionalized

Soon. he noticed a spectacular view rising
above flattened landscape. There. right before his
eyes was the new “Fools Paradise™ Shopping Cen-
ter

The majestic structure glazed 1 the sunlight—
/all §2 stones.

{ Willoughby lost his breath at such an ove{
whelmung site. \V

“Could this be a shopping center™ Willoughby
thought in somewhat of a quandry “Not even the

Egyptian pyramids or the Mayan temples could
equal ths ™

Willoughby was so impressed that he took out
his Brownie camera and took a whole role of 620
black and white film so as to have his photo
album crammed full of the rather unique locking
whatever it was.

Our friendly. imb:ber drove around for at least
15 or 20 munutes marveling at the architectural
wonder, and trying to find a place to park

“My God." he exclaimed. "It looks lLike a giant
roll of alumunum foil *

Parking his car in what the managment of this
grand place bragged was as large as 35 football
fields. Willoughby began the long hike to the struc-
ture. All the way, he gazed upward at the struc-
ture.

Crunch

Willoughby's neck snapped with a painful crack.

“Quch. that hurt.” he said. rubbing his sore
neck. Walloughby had to stop gazing upward be-
cause 1t pained him awfully

After walking for 25 minutes. he reached one of
the numerous doors. entered and at once noticed
that the inside was even more spectacular than

the outward shell

TENS OF THOUSANDS OF PERSONS roamed
the cavermous lobbies which connected like a Cre-
tan labyrinth. Standing at strategic intersections
were wnformed personnel directing the traffic

Store after store ‘abutted. each with its own
flashing sign The smell of popcorn. Coney Island
hot dogs. pretzels and mustard permeated the
complex. Giant pulars. draped in spangly plastic
beads, towered over the populace of.this city unto
iself.

Willoughby pushed through the crowd to sce

* even more,
stiff neck.

*1 must see more of this wonder of the world.”

But his neck just wouldn atlow him to look any
higher.

Finally, 1n a fit of frustration. Willoughby lay
down on the artificial marble floor so he could see
all the way to the top of the 52 floors

It was a revelation. Clouds careened around the
elevators and Willoughby was sure that he saw a
seven-headed dragon painted on the ceiling of the
52d floor

In somewhat of a trance. he thought he heard a
harp but. alas, it was only a strain of music from
the piped-in machine which continually played the
same tune over and over again

Suddenly. Willoughby was shaken f{rom his re-
verie. when a boy scout troop. which was touring
lb):)% capitalists” dream. stomped over his prone

but his gaze was frustrated by his

y

He sct out for the nearest store. hoping it would
offer some safety. and at the same time provide
the item for which he was shopping

“Hello. do you have the Super Swat.” Will-
oughby inqured of the dour looking clerk. -

“I'm sorry sir. but we're all out of that item.”
she said. snapping her gum

“Perhaps they would have them at one of our
other stores. Just take the people mover. three °

miles to your left. jump on the elevator. go up 15
stories, get off the elevator. turn right at the sign
which says ‘Keep Mowving or You'll Get Crushed.’
walk down two flights of stairs and you'll bu‘p'p
night into it." ~

An hour later Willoughby arrived at his destina-
tion

“I'm sorry sir, we're all out of that item.” said
another clerk who Willoughby could have sworn
was the same woman who he had talked to in the
first store.,

“But. if fou take the B elevator to the third
mezzanine . .. 7

Willoughby arrived at the next destination. He
was doing better, it took him only 20 minutes.

~Sir. you only can purchase the Super Swat
with the Johnny Kill Doll, his fighting tank bri-
gade and a division-size force of lttle plastic sol-
diers, plus a map of the Crimean War battle-
field,”” said the clerk.

“'And how much is that™
Willoughby

“All total, tax and dealers delivery charge in-
cluded. it witt cost you $68329." she replied

Two hours later. a dazed Willoughby found his
way to an exit of this rather strange place—with-
out his Super Swat. Exhausted. he leaned up
against one of the towering bead covered pillars
to rest before making the long trek back to his
car.

For support. he pulled on one of those strands
of beads and much to his utter armazement the en-
tire structure began to deflate. Toys. clothes. pre-
tzels, human bodies. baby strollers. escalators.
clevators, telephones. movie theater seats. beds.
pillows, mashed potatoes. maurice salads and
mannequins were thrown from the structure in a
great gush of air.

Soon nothing was left except for a giant pile of
aluminum foul

Willoughby smiled to himself as he walked back
to his car

“T'll stick to my catalogue. thanks.”” he said to
no one in particular.

asked a very tired
’
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When the air gets dry, you're going to
foel it. A Humid-Aire cantrol humidifier
from Kast provides more moisture out-
put than oy other humidifier mode.
And it's low price. Call
todoy. It could save an onfique.

HEATING
and
COOLING

KST

to vote on 5-mill renewal

17 special elect
The buard Tharsday set the specual elec
date and the placement of the tax re-
5l 1o 83 per $1.000 of state equal-
med valaucn ’

The board sud it will decide Dee 8. 2
recemmended 28 levy RS0 per
$1000 of state equalzed valuatons wil
also be put before the voters 1o belp bal:
ance the budget and avoid adktioral pro-
gam and persoanel cuttmcks

1t the W1 1ncrease 18 proposed and ap-
proved by voters. tt would be tue first in
the distnet, which inckades pants of Li-
vorza, Farmington Hills and Redford Town-
stip. 13 nearly mune years

SUPT. DAVID McDOWELL told the
board 10 & budget report receraly that the
projected spendmng for the current hiscal
year 18 expeeted 1o be 223,000 more than
fevenoes

He sa:d defict francing can only be

Farmington student
trieshome economics

Jane Andrew, of Farminglon. is amang
19 Adrian College students who are com-
pleting their final field traimng I teactung
this fall
Jmmnnummm
1c§ at Tecumseh Junior High School
oae

Are on a short range basis and 1 13 -
cumbent upon the dstnct Lo reduce ex
penditures of LICTEase Fevenue of a Com.
tination of both 1 197778 ixcal years m
order 1o balance the budget

He cited the posuibulity of 8 tax increase
n the mame clecton in which voters will
decide the millage renewal The schhol
toard will decide ths m three weeks

McDowell added that spending will be
~watched closely s year in order Lo re-
éuce the deficit as much as possible

In past years. the board used the fund eq-
1wty to ehmunate deficits but the equity 1s
fow at 3X2.229 I 1 13 reduced to $109.22%
1o elmunate the projected defict. the ac-
count would be at the lowest pount in 10
years and at & level McDowell considers
“dangerosly low

THE MONEY PROBLEM i3 caused tA’
two things—revenues were down R6.402
tus fiscal year while expendutures were @
£211,000. or 4 48 per cent, McDowell said

On the revenues sde of the budget. local
property taxes were down §152.68 because
of the new state single business tax which
removed personal property inventories
from local tax rolis.

The stale did boost its ad formula to
Qarencenilie by $196.766. or $44.000 more
than

the property tax loss.
But the dstrict alwo lost §71.486, makuing
McDowell reported Lo the bosrd Lhat the
administration and board earlier cut
$170,080 from the cwTent year's budget by
¢ te

aching pos!-
tons; one elementary music teacher; 47
secondary teachers; one secondary coun-

selor, € of an assitast high school princi-
pal s pemition, vne secrewary i secondury
Litraries. ore central board office secr:
wary. and a half time newsietter wnter

Ucspite thus effort. it was impossible to
reduce costs encugh to cffset the effect of
inflation 17 the areas of salaries and other
costs

The budget for the current year s
$4.680.515. down a "1 per cent frem st
sear's $47 mullon

THE SCHOOL board also ratfied a new
twoycar contract with the Clarencevilie
Educaton Association. which represerts
147 teachers in collective bargainng taiks

The new cortract which gives teachers 3
503 per cent pay raise wn the current fiscal
year wil expire Avg 3. 1978

Most of the increase 13 through the

board assurmung the teachers’ flve per cont-

retrement payments. which were pre-
viously made by wndivduals

There 13 a salary reopener for the sec-
ond year of the contract. which means that
negotuations will start next spnng for the
schocl year starting pext September

The contract was ratified by 8 narrow
15vote margn last week The CEA had
previowsly rejected the same contract the
month before

Despite 8 lack of a ratified contract.
teachers continued to work while negotia-
uons conunued.

The contract was extended fust before
achool opened 10 weeks ago to allow teach.
er3 to start work whule contract talks were
beld

Go Kast cure for cracked fumiture.
Humid-Aire humidification prevents damage.

e

580 S. Telegraph at Orchard Lake Rd. in Pontlac
.

Orher afficen In Steriing His. and Reyol

 Call 338-9255 — 642.7150 — 542-3850

Get Down and Save!
Warm Rugged Down-Filled Vests
Special Price at Copper Rivet

You'll like the Copper Rivet price on these durable 100% nylon
shell vests with goose down {illing and rip-stop lining. Hand-
warming side snap pockets and a draft-free front. Comfortable

down-filled roll collar.

S-XL.

ADJACENT TO

golon of blue-denim or red-denim, Sizos

rogulml.y $HU $29

MEIER TERIFTY ACRES ON FORD ROAD AT CANTON CENTER ROAD
STORE HOURS: MON. THRU SAT. 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.; SUN. 11 a.m. to§ p.m.

BANK AMERICARD AND MASTER CHARGE WELCOME
* FREE ALTERATIONS * GIFT WRAPPING ¢ LAYAWAY




