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___jeditorial opinion

;Art(of speaking clearly
lost in spray of jargon

Edwin Newman was in town this week plugang
lus new buek. A Civil Tongue.” and whie |
haven't read the book. I can agree with his philos-
ophy about the Inst art of speaking simply and
thinking clearly

+Taking a cognitive approach 1 this endeavor, '
we can visualize the potential future benefits this
wrgue program will incorporate into the already
mghly rewarding experience we have here
o

DPoes that

familar. or did the speaker
iase you with “cogritive” the way he lost me?

1 have the sncaking suspicion that educators
bave assumed the lead i confusing the Enghsh
Linguage. Perhaps it all began when prospective
cducators started taking psychology classes as un-
derpraduates

The rush to include psychological jargon wnito
e Amenican vocabulary v one aspect of the
most tAcomprehensible kind of teacher takk jour-
nalsts call “educationese
board members and teachers
le the:r vocabulary with “cogni-
and wterpersonal.” words that
nave latl ning cutside a paychology text. If
cducationese ~opped with sepie psyehological re-
terrals. we i Just pass it over thy way we suf-
© odeminatierél and other

BUT IT DOESNT

Educationese makes s
point with u TOSRT SO TS v bng sen-
tonces and such oitguoted losers as "umque. ben-
on-goang and progressive  We hear and
udtory skills™ for hearing “emolional de-

eficral
read

privation” for lack of attention”and the kicker—
human deved al skils ** As far as [ know.
vou're humu re a homa sapiens on this

T
planet anddesclpir g skiils to be kuman occurmpd
g ade
Here's o tapieal exar
memo Nt
1

Qakland U sees

need for challenge

competitive. highly motivated.”
cat words Lké that any more
wed to dosend ts For the better part of &
decade the most hea Gsed words have been
“radicalized. politcized. militant”
CChallenani ruierous. proficieney ” There'san
other st of words rarely used thege days to de-
seribe an academic curriculum.

< Where all these good words popp‘ld up wasina
~w academ:c hoanrs pregram in
nenity's College of Arts and Sci-
ms the board has approved a pro-
: 30 or 49 “hizhly-motivated, cfea-
sdvris could apply. after the
vears, for a much tougher track of ac-
demic work than o students take.

. The news from the campus near Rochester 15
dehghtful. but perhaps w shouldn't have been too
durprining. Many foks- have steadfasily maun-
tained there's an underground of industrious. com-
petitive. highly motivated voung people who
tould rebsh a chall . rignrous program

» of a school board
this 15 labeled @ memo by me a

Iedustrioos

You dat ol

- Bureaucracy

Once upon a tme, there were three bears who
hived m a Litle house 1 the castern part of the
jungle.

. There was a great big Congress bear with a
great brg voce. @ middle-sized conservative Court
bear with a middle-sized vorce. and a wee little ad-
finstrative burcaucracy bear with a wee hLttle
01Ce.

EUm‘ mom:ng the three bears had porndge for
preakfast. and one of the bears saxd. "This por-
nidae ts too hot to eat pow Letus gnty the woods
for a walk while the porndge cools.”

'So the three bears went for a wak n the
woods

+ NOW WHILE THEY were g along came a

southern gentleman named Guldilocks who never

spent much time 1 this part of the junzle When

e saw the Lttle house. he wondered who lived

there.

¥ So he knocked on the door. No one answered. 30

be knocked aga:n Sull no one answered. so Gold

flocks opened the door and walked in.

+ There before hum in the hittle room. he saw a

fable set for three There was a big bowl of por-

ndge. a middlesized bow! of porridge and a ltle

wee bowl of porndge

: He tasted the great big bowl of porndge and

said. “While this 15 a Lttle lumpy. s all rght
d so he ate it up

: Then he tasted the middle-sized bow! and sad.

“This is awfully chily.”

* Then he tasted the wee Lttle bowl-of porridge

and almost choked. ft was hard and brutle

“troit

memorandum by the boardi: ~The Board at its
last meeting indicated we could proceed with
the . This enables us toycomplete the item
prior to waiting untit the \Chnslmas holiday
break. An additional . . . installation charge ap-
pears on the attached change order to effect this
decision

Without educationese, this memo could have
read “The Board sawd we could go shead with
the .at the last meeting so everything could be
finished by Christmas. The extra cost 18

Besides wasting ink, educators use their special
language to talk around a topic they don't particu-
larly want to discuss and often usé™ 1t inadvert-
ently when they really want the public to know
what they're talking about

A good example of this 15 the following educator
quotation. "By reviewing all the statistical data
avanlable, the committee 15 establishing a sound
foundation upon which to base some decisions on
when the appropriate time comes lo recommend
to the school board what the district should do
about dechmnz enrollment.”

DOES THAT SPEAKER thunk.anyone bothers
to read a!l that or understand what he's saying” 1
pather after 'some=deciphenng that a committee
15 gathering information to make some recommen-
dations on dechmng enrollment  All those words
don’t make the jub more important .

If the practiwners of educationese had to dia-
pram their own scntences, the general public
might have a clearer understanding of what's
gomng on in education
\phrase one of our more succinct poets.
Emily Ditkinson. clanty » one word you can tip
vour hit to —~LYNN ORR

Murder i

R waves et off by the horrible murder of
Farmunston Hills business executive David Jones
are still ratting around the entire metropolitan
area nearly two weeks after he was shotin an un-
liihted parking lot at Olympua Stadwm in Detrot
£\ great deal of hoger-pomting 15 gong on in De-
which 15 strugghng to make the subur-
banites on wham the city depends forats econom-
1o survivat feel it 15 safe to come downtown The
attendants at the parkmg bt who evidently went
home carly are being reviewed and probably wilt
be disciplined. perhaps fired The Detront parking
1ot authority 15 lvoking into overall questions of
lghting. guarding and safety at lots throughout
the city

Detrot Mayor Coleman Young and the Commaon
Council contigue to make positivesounding state-
ments about the improvement in safety i the bt
city. while simultaneously squabbling over pro-
cedure and recommendations forthcoming from a
business labor antierime task force

Here i the scburbs. people hunker down just &
Itle more af that's possibler. turn on the TV
and scan the ertertamment pages of their local
newspapers to find something to do s the suburbs
At nieht

5

s

MEANWHILE | wrk continues slowly but with
creepy inevitabihity fon the Jeffries Freeway (-
961, which will directly conneet the suburbs of

can bear down

Eecentrictes

Iy HENRY ML HOG AN IR

HE THEN WENT into another room. and there
he saw three chairs There was a great big chair.
a muddle-sized chair and a hitle wee chair.

Goldilocks sat down in the middle-sized chair
and saxd. “This 1s too hard ™

Then he sat down in the great big chair and
found 1t was so big that there was no form or defi-
nition to the chair.

\Then he sat m the wee httle chair and sad.
“This 15 just night. I'll change the cushions a
lutle, and it will be perfect.”

As he sat down n the wee little chair, the bot-
tom fell out, and he fell to the ground. hitting his
head on the fireplace.

HE PICKED HIMSELF up just as the three
bears were returning to their house. When he saw
them, he was very scared

He tried to run. but the big Congress bear
stopped hum and patted him on the head.

The middle-sized conservative Court bear
knocked hm down. But the wee httle adminis-
trative burcaucracy bear tried to eat him up

Moral: It's not always the big bears that do you
n
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wistern Wasne County sith Detroit in the same
wiy that 175 links Oakland County comgunities
with the core cty

The Good Laord only knows Just when they 1l {i-
cally get the big ditch done. but it will come some
day’ a0t too far i the future And merely the
sight of bulldozers and earth movers steadilv
prinding away at the site proves that the core ety
and the suburbs are necessarily connected n a
Ife and death grip.

Those of us hving in the suburbs, frankly. are
pretty worried about going downtown these days.
This 15 nothing new. nor will mce words from De-
trot officials convinee us it's safe to go o a con-
cert or a hockey game :n the near future

But as any tocal police officer knows. even if
suburbamites are not gong to downtown Detroit

“ermunals from the core ety are quite capable of

using thove mee. expensive. efficient freeways to

A major power

. ¢

ies the region together

drive aut to the suburbs The reeent shooting
spree i the middie of o holdup ot bt Mile and
Lahser Road offers vasy examp!» ol the pont

WHAT OUGHT 10 be clear o evervbody o that
as Lo s we have expresswass and ears and
people with crmmnally aggre e mstinets with
access to puns there will e morders and rob
beries and rapes. reardless of whether they take
place i downtown Betrot or s neacetul suburbs

Crime s our cotfimon ereiny whether we dre
ety dwellers or <uburban tes And the sonner we
recodmze this simple tact the better off we ald
will be

The divistons between Detroit and the suburbs
are harsh and deep almost certanly. they il
not be heated castv oF quickly But cqually eer

Lty the obvinas binding bk ecakable to ko
the suburbs together sath the core oty s their
common abhoreonee of criminals and dgaroo
orine.

Some iy soon 1 hope sume teonal states
man s goingd 1o propose o grand allanee betseen
the City of Detroit and the suburhs to bean a val
toctive fight azamst erime And when that Map
pens. b mught e come to be known ds @omon

ument o the fite of o gentle thoughthal subur -
banite who & hife was sputfed out B a fes bucks
n hs wallel

Teachers aim to collect

\

The big aity mayors got all the attention with
their national meeting and how ‘they expect ail
kinds of money to flow from the (riendly Carter
admimistration after Jan 20

But there's another group standing in hine to el
leet on the debts they think are owed them by
Presidentelect Carter and 'the new Congress. To
hear the Natwnal Education Association tell it
“Teacher Power? won 1t for the Carter-Mondale

Jlicket and a host of congressmen. mostly Demo-

crats .

NEA has as nany statisties as the University of
Michigan football publicists. and they all show
teachers have made it as a major political power.

THERE 1S NO FALSE modesty in the NEA
“Energy, dedication. money, ume. creative
minds"—that'’s the opering line of NEA's post-
election handout describing how and why teachers
were so effective *

NEA's political action committee endorsed 349
candidates—323 for the house and 26 for the sen-
ate. in addition to the Carter-Mondale ticket. It
spent $597.000. or about §2.100 per race where 1t
plunked down money. and claims a record suc-
cess rate of 84 per cent

NEA collecféd all sorts of quotes from cand-
dates about how helplul teachers were Virgmia
Democrat Herbert Harris gave them one of the
best: "It struck me so many times during this
campaign that teachers have a natural ability to
mobilize people and a tremendous ability to get
others to work 1n a campaign.”

Indeed. there are so many quotes from success-
ful candidates that it's quite apparent NEA in-
tends to remind them of all they owe organized
teachers,

Some NEA affiliate unions had negotiated con-
tracts which allowsteachers one day of “civil

" leave™ a year Many teachers took election day.

WHAT PRICE do the teachers intend to extract
from Carter and the new Congress”

General federal ald to education seemr’(%be
top priority. The Michigan Democratic Party plat-

“Tim
Richard

form. written with geeat teacher mput. sets 33 per
cent of Tocal school distriets” budiets as the goal
for federal d AU present schaals around here
are getting around two per cent of the budgets
from the federal government and rarely more
than five per cent. mostly for speetihzed pro-
prams sueh as remedial reading and vocational
courses .

Hmmmm. 34 pvj’ cent federal funding That will
pav far o lot of yummy salary ncreases’

White general soctal problems of the eities such
as erime and housmg get the most public atten-
ton. the Carter administration and Congress will
almest certamly be reminded that the Detrot
school distriet. among others. v i extremely
rough shape after losing two steaght requests for
a4 property Laxoanerease

ALMOST THE ONLY thing that can hurt teach-
ers 15 that NEA leaders backed the wrong candi-
date 1 the primaries

The teachers found U S Rep. Mornis Udall (D-
Arizona) more to their liking. and Michigan sent
a giant wad of teachers to the national convention
as Udall delegates. Whether Carter will hold that .
agamst them remains 1o be seen. 1t Carter can *
pardon draft resisters, he can probably forgive
“the orgamized teachers for backing Udall in the
primaries.

To be sure, not all teachers are militantly politi:
cal and in favor of federal funding of education.
But the leadership thinks that way. and the lead-
ership calls the shots. And the leadership is alter ¢
more . -




