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Homeowners get a break
and that’s welcome news

A law that gives homeowners a break has final-
ly been added to the books. It won't take the bite
wut of inevitable higher home assessment factors
parceled out by Oakland Gounty or the state. It
wll. however. allow homeowners to improve their
homes without keeping a watchful eye out for the
local assessor

Under the new state law. an assessor will not
be able to increase the assessment on a home be-

Entre neighborhoods could. take on a
brighter glow under a new law which atlows up
to $3.000 & year in home improvements to be
made without fear of higher assessments.
(Sta!t photo)

cause of normal repairs and maintenance and
many common improvements

The new law spejls out what improvements can-
not be considervdIby assessors when setting the
value of propertyl for tax purposes

THESE IMPROVEMENTS include outside paint-
ing. landscaping. ireplacing masonry. replacing
siding or roofing jor adding new sidewalks and
drives

Interior change3 and improvements allowable
under the law influde adding wnsulation. storm
doors and windows. making electrical improve-
ments. nstalling inew plumbing. replacing fur
naces and adding fiew automatic water heaters

Other permussible improvements take into ac-
count interior paifting and redecorating. kitchen
improvements. anit new ceilings. walls and ftoors

THE LEGISLATION, House Bill 6139, permuts
property owners lo spend as much as $3.000 a
year for four confecutive years on such improve-
ments without briging on higher assessments

The law will goja long way toward eliminating
homeowners' relugtance to improve thewr homes.
By the same tokun. it should have a broader ef-
fect on neighborfoods and could uitimately up-
grade entire communities. .

State lawmmakery acted with exceptional wisdom
in passing the bill and deserve a hearty round of
applause The nett logical step would be to gve
homeowners a tak deduction for home improve-
ments That. howpver. may be ton much to hope
for.

The people say ‘execute,’
but penal system can’t

Saciety s of twe mands about the death penalty

(o ere hund Amenicans in gereral—including
folks 1 our suburbs—are strongly in favor of exec-
uting certan kends of criminals

On the other. our officals cant bring them.
seives 1o perform an execution. and <o we have
years of appeals delays and paralyss i our law
st and penal system.

THE GENERAL PUBLIC 15 surprisingly strong
noats port of the death penalty. The Gallup
Poll indicates Amenicans are 241 i faver

State Rep Robert Geake. whose district includ-
o> Northviile and Livonia. ran a survey last year
which shoaed 856 per cent 1n favor, 12 per cent
oppoeed 2nd 24 per cent with no opruon. The re-

il election had more “undecideds”

Talk about the death penally in Michigan grew
Dwd sfter the 1967 Detrot niot and hasn't died
down Guorge Kuhno then the state senator from
estern Wavne and Oakland counties. talked
wout it fur those who killed police and firemen
Reps Richard Fessler of Union Lake,
Kirby Himes of Utica and John Bennett of Red-
san but conservative group—are
soring a consttytional amendment to
death penalty for first-degree murder-
ers The people would have to vote Michigan
hisn't had the death penalty for more than a cen-
tury

Poputar feelinig, which 't always articulate.
seems to say that rehabilitation isnt working
Oukland Prosecutor L. Brooks Patterson. with
amazng ubdity to detect what's bothering the
great unwashed public at gut level. hkens our
penal system to a revolving door and says we're
gotting raped. robbed and assaulted by the same
class of criminals over and over

Maybe the public 15 saying it doesn't trust the
cuurts and penal system and sumply wants to oblit-
crate the real bad guys from the face of the
carth

“THE COURTS and the governors cant bring
themselves to enforce the death penalty. however
There are something bke 300 persons on death
roa across the country with no executions 1n a

“"Ted Ewald. the Chevrolet dealer i Grosse
Pointe and part owner of the Pistons pro basket-
ball team. provided Detront youngsters some real
Life lessons of the sort they'll never get in school
The other day. Ewald kicked in $50.000 for Detrot
schools” winter sports programs—boys basketball
and swimming and girls volleyball—after voters
twice rejected property tax increases that would
Jave paid for them Ewald taught the kids that

#When the voters say no. it doesnl mean that
no 15 the answer Rich persons can over-rule an
electorate that has decided to draw the lne on
school financing
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dosen years
The Gary Gilmpre case 15 a classic. Here is an

utterly evil man who exccutes clerks i the
perny-ante rubberies of a motel and a gas station
He's not a crazy. like Squeaky Fromme, or a
wealthy Mafia type He's just a crud

But Gilmore admuts it and 1s willing to take his
punishment “lik¢ a man’™" He'll never have his
freedom, and he ¢an't see his woman. so he's will-
ing to face the firing squad and get it over with

But the governpr of Utah 1s delaying the execu-
tien Gilmore trjes to execute himself. but the
state won't let him. The theory seems to be that
I's society’s right to polish off Gilmore. and
we're not gomg fo let lum take away our fun by
commiting suicide. and besides, swicide 15 illegal
and mmoral

Not even Gary
cruelty So now
self to death

Gilmore deserves that kind of
silmore 15 trying to starve him-

HOW WOULD! YOU vote if the death penalty
were on the Mjchigan baliot in 1978

How would yéu vote if you had to pull the
switch on the eldetric chair or serve on the firng
squad or drop the pellets in the gas chamber”

What 1f the prisoner were some poor cuckold
who shot his wife's lover or a jerk who got sore at
a cop who way hasslng tum?

1 think what the judges. lawyers. governors and
prison officials frar 15 that the wrong person will
be executed somp day. CBS will make a documen-
tary about it, ard they will be the “heavies.” IUs
scary to thnk ypu could exccute the wrong man
and that your name would be forever blackened
in pop history

- A realistic lesson fé)r kids

eSports are important. That's where the money
goes Forget thi pve about reading books. learn-
ing math, studying business and typing and draft-
ing and history: and carpentry No one donates
money tn keep good teachers or reduce class
sizes in those courses Sports are what gets the
money

ebetrot can kpend what it wishes on junkets
for school board members, big salanes for admin-
istrators and an exepensive decentralized school
system There th no need to be thrifty or respon-
sible. Affluent syburbanites will bal out Detroit

Those are. indeed. real life lessons Thanks. Mr
Ewald. for tearhing us all.
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How ‘Big Two’ dominate

a multi-million industry

Should the name of the Big Ten be changed”
Should it be the Big Two and the Lattle Eight?

College foutball 15 big buswness today

The University of Michigan plays seven home
games 3 year. drawing more than 100.000 specta-
tors to each contest.

If cach spectator spends an average of §7 a
seat. the revenue for each game 15 mare than
§700,000 ‘That's more than $4 9 million each year.

The policy of gwing the vising team hall of
the gate less expenses means that teams fortu-
nate enough to play an away game 1 Ann Arbor
can take home up to $350,000 Few would make
this plaving at home

UM HAS ROOM on uts schedule for two non-
conference games. The selection of these oppo-
nents 15 now based on how well the opposing
teams will draw.

Notre Dame will visit Ann Arbor five umes in
the next 10 years because it can pull crowds

A West Coast team will be included because
traveling to the West Coast 1s a great inducement
to young high school football players when they
are being recruited. It also gives the school nation-
al exposure.

If a Big Ten game 15 televised nationally. the
television fee 15 $500.000. Under Big Ten rules.
anyume any Big Ten team plays. the revenue
must be shared by all teams equally or $50.000 a
school  Television money and gate receipts are
the only sharing done by the league

THE CHAMPION of the Big Ten 1 mvited to
the Rose Bowl. Teams that participate n the bowl
vach bring home §16 malhon

1f you happen to end up in the Orange Bowl oe-
ecause you're second best. the pot s between
$300.000 and $t mullion This 15 quite an incentive

On single business tax

Fecentricties
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o win the champonship and go on to the Rose
Bowl

With these proceeds. the Umversity of Michigan
distributes more than $800.000 1 athletic scholar-
ship money,

Northwestern. on the other hand, with a small
stadium and less than preat athletic teams nation-
ally. can afford $200 000 10 athletie scholarships.

The pap between those teams which can afford
o recruit the best tatents and those which can't
can only widen

MICHIGAN'S FINANCIAL fortunes werent
always so great, few short years ago. Mich-
(an’s teams weren't winmng as consistently asd
spectators weren’t hiling thewr huge stadunn

Bowl money wasn't coming their way either.

Credit for the current prosperity is given to Don
Canham. UM's athletic director who has not only
hired topflight coaches o bring back top-thght
athletie teams to the schools. but also has an-
troduced promotion to the thinking of Big Ten ath-
teties which has brought out more spectiators.

It the trends continue. Michigan and Ghio State
can continue to pack their stadiems and continue
to attrict the best talent to keep them on top

As this continues. @ will only make the B
Two-battle Byght League more apparent

Business should speak out

My land' You never heard such bitching and
wrousing as you did 11 months ago when the new
Michigan “single business tax” went into effect

Suburban professional people and small busi-
nessmen. whose ox was at the head of the line for
ponng by the new levy, were vocal and nsistant
at the tme that the new tax was unfair. unproduc-
uve, anti-growth and just another measure of how
the Michigan Legislature ttratling clouds of lob-
byists) can manage to muck up even the most sen-
sibte idea

For the purpose behind the single business tax
(SBT) made enormous sense. [t replaced a crazy-
quilt of eight other taxes on vartous kinds of bust-
ness activities uncluding a corporate income tax
and a local personal property tax on equipment
and inventory) with a single tax on all business
actvity

This tax constitutes a single 235 per cent levy
on the “value added” by busiess operations
which really means a tax on payroll. profit and in-
terest. minus capital nvestment i plant and
cquipment.

Advacates of the new SBT claimed it simphfied
the previously complex business tax situation; op-
ponents charged the law was so incompetently
drafted that nobody—including members of the
tax-writing comumittee—could understand 1.

Supporters claimed SBT at last treated all busi-
nesses in the state alike, thereby reducing favor-
iism; opponents charged that, in fact, the new
SBT was a gigantic plot to benefit the publc utih-
ties and the auto companies at the expense of
small businesses and professional men such as as
lawyers and accountants.

ALL THE HUE AND cry got so loud that thss
April. Gov William Milhiken appointed a blue rib-
bon (why always blue?) commission to look into
all the beefs and report back to him about any
apropriate changes. The commission is headed by
Lt Gov James Damman, a Troy hardware mer-
chant in private life

bamman’s panel set out with high hopes and
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claborate methodology to measure the pulse of
the 1 business y. sending out
4,000 questionnaires to selected representatives of
20 different kinds of businesses in the state

What has come back? Very little

“There has been only a 13 per cent response,”
reported State Rep. Ruth McNamee (R-Birming-
ham). who adds that she has prodded firms in her
63d House District to get their replies back to
Lansing. Mrs. McNamee points out that such a
low response is not adequate to provide statisti-
cally valid projections of attitudes toward the
SBT and its (failings. .

State Rep. W.V. ({Sandy) Brotherton (R-Farm-

Qbservation
[Point

b PHILE O R

wngtonn, who has been arguing against SBT as
presently set up. reports that ~I've heard any de-
cistons relating to any change have been put off
unti) springl’ beeause the response to the question:
nare has sheen so hight. -

Why so” In large part, apparently because thd
questionmire 15 so complex that most business:
men who received 1t either couldn't wade through
stor sent it off to therr friendly and expensiver
acenuntant or tax lawyer to lonk over

SO WHERE DOES all this leave the many folks
who were complaiung so very loudly so very lew
months agn?

Public hearings. that's where,

The Bamman Commission wlil hold hearings In
Pontiac on Wednesday. Dec. 15, from 1§ and
7:30-9:30 p.m. in the Oakland County commission-
ers auditorium, 1200 N Telegraph. and in Detroit
on Thursday, Dec. 16, from 9:30 a.m. to noon and
1:30-5 p.m.iin Room 614 of the Veterans Memorial
Building on the riverfront

Personally. 1 think SBT has serious defects. and
w0 did the prestige-laden Michigan Economic Ac-
ush Council. which recommended thorough re-
view of the levy in its final report The real prob-
lem 15 thit. in shifting the incidence of tax off
profits and onto gross payroll. SBT discniminates
against precisely what Michigan needs for ats fu-
ture cconoprue growth: businesses providing jobs
and firms ‘in the high growth potential sector of
service-relpted activities

Gov Milliken evidently agrees at least in part
with this view. [n October. he assured this news-
paper: "From the mail reaching my office. I am
convinced we must reexamine the impact on the
tax on small business and try to assure greater eq-
wty amon all segments of the business commu-
nty."” !

So. people. here’s your chance. If you were
bitching in January and February at SBT. you've
got an ideal opportunity to tell the folks jugt
what's wrong. It costs only a trip to Pontiac or De-
troit. If that's too much bother, let’s not hear you
whining again about how unfair and unresponsive
Lansing is to your concerns. You'll have only yout-
selves to blame !
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