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Education’s big problem: Apathy

The apathy of parents 13 the greatest
prodiem aflecting teachers” instruction, ac:
curding to a Natwral Education Associ-
atan NEA) survey

Teachers indicated in the suney their
rapr conceen regarding schoot discipline
13 100 Little support from perents” And
suggested - working for more commu-
raty and parental support for teachers” as
a kigh prenity for education associations

Apathy 1301 confined to parents. wgifer-
czd-students rarnk second among 36 mstruc
ton-related problems listed in the survey

Faen parents have apparently observed
ihetr own apathy The annual Gallgp Poll
o the public’s attitude toward public
shcls, releascd i September. Listed as
the ma:n cause for declimiag test scores

less parTnL attention. concem and super-
vison of the child’
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are readty acvepting the blame and are

et tning Lo place the burden on the
schouis, 23 cne mught expect them ta do
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I\ THE NEA SURVEY the tep 19 prub-
lems selecied by teacher also include tn
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Potters Wheels
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American Art Clay Potters Wheel =°
Metal Section Frames 20% Off
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Holidays are fun, exciting, a time to
enjoy the company of good friends.
Highlight this festive occasion with
a quality lamp in table, floor and
floor-tray styles. Our glittering col-
lection features the best makers in-
cluding STIFFEL. Remember, a gift
of light for the home keeps on giving
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order of importance)
dutics for teachers. loo many students.
physical faqliies. inservice educalion. fi-
\a) support of education. diagnosing

le: ‘problems, disruptions by students
anil mainstreaming—the placement of
hahdicapped children in regular classes

Three of the problems—nditlerent stu-
defts. ronnstructional duties. and too
miny students— have been majpr ones
since 1972, and appear to have worsened.
acpording 1o the NEA

flementary teachers do not see the tatal
grpup of problems as hindenng ther teach-
1§ quuie as much as junior high and high
school teachers do This is especially true
of the top scven prablems. except for non
inftructional duttes

Jumor high Leachers cunsider too many
stpdents, mainstreamang. and disnuption of
Sudents as more serious problems than &
e other teachers Semior hugh teachers
afie more troubled about chroruc studert
aysence. Litle support from admima.
trptors. evaluation of teachung. and stucent
se of drugs than are he ciementary and
ot hugh teachers

DETAILED STUDY WAS made of four
of the problems—lass size. manstream
ig. disciphine, and inservice education
Afmong the conclusivns

ie Class sie =Just too many students
(fr what they are teacking’ was the mayr
cfncern of alt responderts. bt especially
¢ these with less than 10 years of teach
ujg expenence * Hetereogeneity of actueve-
ent levels and * wo mary students with
ems and learning dis
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the reported d chil-
dren were being moved from segregated
spectal education classrooms to regular
classtooms in their school systems for
some or all of their instruction Those who
a1 1t was happenning felt “modifications
not being made 1n sizes of classes’ and
lack of preparation of regular classroom
teachers to handle all lunds of handi
capped chuldren” were the biggest prob-
lems There was also considerable concern
about “approprate materials not being
provided for teachers and the handicapped
chldren

o Discipline Only a few students cause
must discipline problems  Little support 13
provided by administrators Parents ap-
pear to provide even less support A rout
cause may well be that salues ol schoals
and students are i corflict

® Inservice education More (han & per
cunt of the respondents, suid ther school
system provided 1Rservice education pro-
srams for s teachers The seven prob-
tems related to insenice were sll rated as
taving an adverse cffect on those pro-
grams Insersice appears to be two general
to hase any value for the Job teackers are
expected 10 do. probably because teachers
do ot parcipate v n the planning and, cun-
sequerily. the prugrams fucus on the 8ys
tem's needs rather than the teachers
nceds

DESPITE THE PRUBLEMS (eachers en
counter 1n the classroums, they would like
all their students to have the ability tn
thunk and esaluate and they want the chil
dren to master fundamental skills (Other
wals seleticd a3 imprtant by 2 mapnity
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Give Them Luxu

adults games.

These sets feature padded exteriors,
tinely stitched points, deluxe playing
pieces, including extras. See them all
herein vinyl or leather, in all sizes from 10
X 7" 10 18 x 11". Also a fine selection of

ry Backgammon

Lyn Jolley
Photography

$20 Gift

Certificate
Applied 1o ony wedding packoge
booked during December.
3355058 or 546-8146

Located in ROMA'S OF BLOOMAELD
2101 $. Telegroph Bifd. Hils, Mi

of teachers are self-disciphne and respect
for human values

The report fotes that *there are some
bright spots student use of drugs. teach- |
ing asugnments, buung and the lack of '
freedom to teach are not affecting teach.
ers on any broad scale “However. 13 ob-,
vious that some teachers do face these
problems and when they do. the effect can
be devaing.” the report said :

One way 19 allesiale problems faced by
teachers. the report Suggests. 13 tu assure
“teacher representalion in instructional de-
cision-making.” which often has been Ban-
dled exclusively by princiapals. superin
tendents, and school buards

The 1975 survey covered a random
sample of 150 NEA members acrias the
nation 1 was cenducted and analvzed Ly
the research and the instruction and prifes-)
sonal deselopment unity of the NEX
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CALL IN ANY PATTERN FROM ANY BOOK.
United Wallpaper Stores

_THE PERFECT
ANSWER

GIFT
559-4577

TROY ANN ARBOR SQUTHFIELD
524.2200 662-1140 353.7007
BLOOMFIELD ROCHESTER LUVONIA
851.7110 651.2600 474.1780

GROSSE PTE. FARMINGTON MT. CLEMENS
884-4050 474.1780 792-0800

PHONE ORDERS ACCEPTED ® NO DEPOSIT
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IS

could c‘ome true!

Come in and
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Then “make a wigh” for any single tem

on a "CHRISTMAS WISH" registration
blank. No pyrchase necessary.

Just stop by any o
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inspiring colle

furnishings

A drawing will by held on Monday, Dec.
20th, and if your [wish is selected, we'll
make it come trug . . . absolutely free!

All wishes must be ;
submitted by N
Saturday, Dec. 18th. o
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