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Here comes Santa Claus

Everybody wants to be Santa Claus and our reporter Louise
Okrutsky is no exception. To see how she felt donning jolly oid
St.Nick's garb. turn 10 page 3A. (Staft photo by Harry Mauthe)

Farmington. Michigan

2 Pages Tavnn Fouedents

B T YT Ty

School officials downecast
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Farmungton School Dustrxct might be n
Lne for an extra handout amounting to be-
tween $5.490 and §7.200 from the state U &
balt aimed at helping areas with more than
a two per cent deckne 1 student popu-
lation passes the state legislature

While Farmunglod admindtrators are
pleased by the prospect of additional
funds. they donl believe the extra money
wll put 100 much of a dent in the district's
budget problems

1 have fo idea what the wording of the
Bl 13" saxd Business Mgr. Wulliam Pruk
“Bul I'm pleased to be getting some
money Amythung's better than nothing
But | cant get enthused about the
amount.”

Farmungion's enrollment has expe-
nenced a declne of 26 per cent

HOUSE BILL 1637 provides that Mich-
igan would te school districts di-
rectly receiving state axd for decline 1 en-
roliments exceeding two per cent

It would include schoot dutricts which
have lost more than two per cent in enroll-
ment dunng the 197677 school year as
compared o the 197516 year.” expamed
State Rep Wilbur Brotherton (R-Farm-
ngton).

There have been two versions of the byl
which s presently staled in commitiee as
leg131a10r3 scek @ compromise measure

Depending on which version of the bl
emerges from commuttee and 13 passed.
school districts could receive $81 or $30 per
student ticluded 1n the more than two per
cent decline.

Both versions consider all students 1 3
distnet. includng those attend:ng specul
education classes. n computing the du-
tnet's dechning earcllment.

The bil has been subject L0 the pressur-
€3 of the state’s ught budget Ongunally. 1t
called for the state to spend about $28 mil-
lioat in dectning enroliment rei:ef. accord-
g to Brotherton

Warm spots are popular
for escaping cold winters

By HOWARD RONTAL
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C’ville sets date
for millage vote

Clarences. e School Datrict wel be
«ked to apprie a propemmy LIt ncrease
273 renewal @t a specal sched.
ced Lo Madn Jaa 17
21 be three mils 183 per
2 forfve

Jears with th
beng fir fae mls
sears,

The schoel toard Thunday azproved the
prepmsals and the elect.an date
et legal deadines advert
caection and regserng new volers.

The proposed Wy wicrease woud de
continue exatng school programs and
wenices sad Spt Davd McDowell.

1f the increase {ads. the board and ad

£ per §1000 ¢

wstraton woud Rave (> eiminate pro-
frams and sernces.

A FINANCIAL report from business
ronager Edward Salsr pownted out the
moncy prodems facing the distrct

Although e stadent e s for
nett year are expecied 0 drop. state ad
'S wil say the same
¢ sad the dstret currently re-

ceived Just over $465 from the state for

cach of the 3071 students enroled Reve
nues totaked 827 millon

The adminsiraton 1s expecting 2.8%5 stu-
dents next fall with the state 3d payments
gong up to $43352 per pupil. That
amounts to only $19 more than Lie Ll
the disirct recened ths school year.

The dstnct wil gan an addtional
$135000 next year 1 property tazes. f
there 15 no m.ilage boost, because the tax
base will ncrease from $30 million to $84
mulion

McDOWELL SAID that ¢ the millage
boost 13 approved. Laxpayers will sl get
something of & tax break through a reduc-
ton in Lhe debt levy

He sad Clarencevile now levies seven
mulls for debt and & wiil be reduced by
ane mill next water.

This will mean that the total school Byt
hul for operations and debt will mcre:
two mulls even f the three-mil levy s &
proved next month

OSE

MeDowed also sad that the admas-
tralion will try to borrow voting machaes
5r the ciection and avod the farced use of
paper balots.

He was told earher by Lwona City
Clerk Addison Bacon that the city's voung
rmactiaes canl be used because of a the
threat of a recount sought by Dr. Ed
Pueree. Ann Arbor Democrat. who s chal
leriging the Nov 2 election 1n which he lost
ta Republican Carl Purscll by only 34
votes.

The superntendent sad costs wil be
compared between prinung paper ballots
and renting voung machmes from other
communitics with a decson 0 be made
Liter ths month

WAYNE COUNTY Clerk George Kileen
wrote the board that he s approving the
Jan 17 election date but urged that 8 Sat-
urday date be et

Killeen saxd national studies of electons
and voter turnouts show that people some-
umes dont vake because of confuson of
the date and tmes of elections

“Our expentnce shows that when elec-
uons are heid on Saturday. the percentage
of voter particpation doubles.” Lhe clerk
sad

“To attan thss desrable end. it is obliga-
tory on every public officual to remove as
many barners 1o voters’ participation as

possible.

Clarenceville has an esumated 8.000 reg-
wstered voters n Livonia, Farmmgion Hils
and Redford Townshsp. 1n most school elec-

cessful in holdng special eiections on Mon-
da

¥y

An example was last January when a
special vote was heid oo a millage renew.
al. The proposal was spproved by an 8515
margn with a smal tumout. Voters then
had approved an 11-mil renewal for 10
years

The last mullage increase voted by the
community was sbout seven years 3o,

cur cautacned Lot peopie aren Lalion
4 tiemselies oo ume O travel

MY BEST ADVICE TO anyone trav
g 1> alow an extra day of there's any
@stance wmuhed Be exira cautis this

Spencer also suggested that travelers

check the AAA fur wrather feports and
read conditions 13 the United States before
ey leave AMA weather reports are up-
¢ated Lhree imes per day. said Spencer

People are willing to g a long way o
be sure of having warm weather.” said
Jerry Wiicox of the Farmington Travel
Ajemcy They Il accept goung farther
anay

You cant always be sure that Flonda
and even the Bahamas will have ther san
il the week o (hoase 1o vacation. he
waid

Aruba. Barbados. Hawau ibecause
Leres no language. money. of wiolence
preblems, are popular vacation sputs.
said Wilcox

Las Vegas 18 staying popular even ifat
150t real warm.” be added

Wilcox's advice to the foreign traveler
Be on your guand. be on good terms. be 3
good traveler They lke your money but
they Like you 10 act half way descent. 100

Frack Sheehan. manager of Ellonts
Travel Senvice. has scen a general move
to the south

““The Flonda bus:ness has defitely pick-
od up with the whate stulf on (he gruund,
he sad

tate aid proposals

‘I'm pleased to be getting some money.
Anything's better than nothing. But I can’t get

d about the
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—William Prisk
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AFTER GOVEANOR Willam Miliken
made u clear that he wouldnt sixn 2 bl
to spend that much morey, the amount
was lowered to 15 million.

A bill for the lower amourt passes the
House. Dec 8 but became tied up in the

Council

on Map

Dy STEVE BARNABY
Farmingtoo editor

A plea to city oflicials by a group «f
Mple St residents to funther imetigate
alternalive fo concrete pawing was fe
Jcted by the’ Farmungton City Counal

The cownol wnammoushy seted 1o g
ahead wih engineenng studies bused cn
concrete paving. saying & delay only
would boost the cost 1n the future

Councilmembers supported a report by
Qty Mgr. Robert Deadman which outlined
usts of concrete paving based on studies
made by Frank Papke. city engineer

“There is no substitute for duting the jub
fight the first time. " Mayor Jobn Hickard
son (0Id the overflow crowd at city Bl
last woek

Councilman Nichard Tupper supporturd
Hichardson

“We ve been through this many times bx-
fore It's nut a new bull game for us 7 be
sud

Residents who presentud a pbilion s
«d by property owners who vwn & per
urt of the footage alung Maple were re-
questing the aity 1o look at other alterna.
tives such as s stabiiization. asphall and
seal coating Qity officials rejected the al-
teratives as inadequate bur the necds of
de roads

RESIDENTS REQUESTED that a rvpuort
be made to them by March 15 w0 hey
could study the altermatives

But. Qty Councilman Alton
wasat pleased with the idea

Il we present Maple resdents with
three or four differcnt alternatives, they
woo't be able o come up with a cun.
sensus,” he saud It will still be cp to us to

Bennett

decrde

Maple $t_pavicig has been under consid-
cration by the council fur a rumber of
fmonths Earlier this year. the majnty of
residents expressed an nterest in having
the road paved if the city would close the
ertrance ramp ontv 1.8 which was located
at the south end of thar street

Since that ume. the ramp has been
ciosed. Residents objected Lo the entrance
ramp because motofists were using Maple
as a tumaround to get onto the ex:
pressway

Undeg the aty's plan. Maple would be
paved 1o a 27-foot widlh. seven inches deep
wih curb. gutter and storm scwer Pres-
ently. the street has open dranage

Total cast of the project 13 an estimated
$122.552. based on recelpt of tids dunng
the wirter for construction in the spnng of
1977

Court action imminent
in Olympia murder case

By HOWARD RONTAL

Catherme Jones, whose husband Davd
was slan n a parking bt near Detrod’s
Olympia Stadum Nov 7, will file @ negl-
gence swt against the City of Detrodt later
this week. according lo her attorney John
Ml

Three dollars had been taken
Rutherford Massenberg. 8 17.yearold De-
trott youth with & prior record. has been
formally charged with (irst degree murder
and armed robbery m the case
The Jones, who lived on Perdue in Farm-
ngton lls, parked 11 the lot because they
felt that the fence surrounding the lot. the
altendants, and the parking lot lights.
would assure their salety, saud McDonald.
a Farmington resdent
was an open lavitation to park there.

You pay us §2 and your car (s safe Other-
wise. Lhey ithe Jones) could have just as

well parked on the street.” he 1aid
*We think that the city had pror know}-
of criminal activity \n the parking lot

a procedural notification that &
would be filed several days ago. Dietrich,
head of the Negligence Division for
y of irtment. had
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Senate s work whea Sen Jack Thavtan
D Detrotond, 4 that he wea'd et
saly the biil provading the Lirgee am st
of aud o the schosls acverdang to 1
crton
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Farmington volunteer fireman John Quisanberry stands on the
yeilow line on Middle Belt south of Grand River, selling 50-cent
Goodleliow papers 8o thatnokid has to go withouta Christmas.
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