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How 3 Local Planners
See TALUS’ 1990 Ideas

Rapld tranait 1Y
Livonls plancer, tut soms
Farmington officials ace less
impressed by the 1900 plan
propossd recently for south.
eastern Michigan,

The 1and use end transpor~
tation plans were unveiled by
. Irving J, Rubin, director of
TALUS, oject of the Bouth-
eastarn Michigan Council of
Governments,

The chisf elements of the

- TALUS plan for tha next 20
yoars are o try to bring a
hatt to suburban /‘sprawl,” to
edd oross-radial expressways

< to connect the routas that fan
Tout of Dairoft, end to build
# rapid transit systam,
. .

FEW BUBURBAN planning
depariments a4 commisaions
s have seen the thres-volume
- TALUS report, although its
highlights have been reported
axtensiyely in The Obsarver
Newspapers,

The TALUS plan has re-
ceived preliminary approvel
from that project's exscutive
" committes, Atter public hears
ings and poasible modifications,
the 1980 plan is to be adopted
by BEMCOG,

“The plan for Farmin,
tax base and will be mel
simllar communities , . , “

gton results in a poorer
t with opposition from

“Livenia should be related to a rapld transit

system which will bring It
downtown Detrolt , , ,

closer to the airport and

i
i

should be located, Ona so-

called ingw fown” 18 pro-

jected for tha Nov! area, just

west of the Farmington com.

munity,

The new towns are to be
complate commupities of 80,000
to 160,000 population, with &
broud range of houslng types
and prices and job opportuni-
Hes -~ they're not just old-
bedroom suburbs,
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#IT WILL BE very hard to
eccomplish implementation of
the plan by suburban govern-
ments,” Platt predicted,

The effect on Farmington {8
“a poorer tax base and will

The zctual
howevar, is up to the six count.
fes and the hundreds of cities,
villages and townships, - Local
opinion 18 important -- and
that's why Observer News-
Papera Teporters have bogun
to Interview hometownofficials,

Here s what three hedtosay:
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JAMES PIATT, member of
the City of Farmington Plan-
ning Commission, has beeri fm~
pressed over a perlod of time
with Rubin's effectivensss (n
requiring public support for the
reglonal planning concept,

Piatt hes beon one of the
most getive Cliy of Farming-
ton participants In reglonal
planning conferences in recent
yoars,

Platt predicts that Rubln will
have problems, however, selling
his idess on where ning new

f'metro-ceniers’ of population ~tem;

t_
S
A

be mat with frond,
other, similar communities,”

Piatt credited Rubin with an
excellent job in gathering ine
formation which will be very
usefil to regional planners but
useful in only & minimal way for
local communities,

A casa inpoint, he explained,
is the Farmingion eres where
TALUS lumped township and
city statistics to
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IN PIATT'S OPINION, SEM-
COG has been dominated by
contral Detroit political peo-
ple, and the result (s a plan
which may be more efficlant
tor Detroft than for the sub-
urbe,

Platt sald Rubln wenta to
increase  population densi-
ties in certaln areas and to
implement & mass transit sys-
This tibs against the
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thoughta of suburban people who
resist population density, pre-
forring {nstead larger lots and
Ro apartments,

If the metro plan (s suc-
cessflly Implemented, Platt
mused, it muat bo followed by
baatc changes in the tax struc-
ture, 1 question the advis-
ability of changing the tax struc.
ture and so must queation the
feasibliity of implementing the
plan,

‘1t 1 were to take a posl-
ton, I'd be opposed to tha ba-
sl¢ concept upon which the plah
must be Implemented, Novi,
for Instance, as m population
center will accrue all the tax
base,”
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CHARLES LORION, chair.
man of the Farmingion Town.
ship planning commission, lz-
bels part of the TALUS survey
‘*gophomoric,’’

“Its fine to have all this
Information about people’s in-
comes, family size and every-
thing,”” ha says, “but I'm not
sure how all of that relates to
£ mass transit system,"

Lorion agreed, hawever, that
& public transportation system
Was ‘badly needed if this area
18 to continue to grow,"

He polnted out TALUS sur-
veyors have accurately gauged
the probable future population
density of Farmington as low
compared with Southfield and
Novi,
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“In &nd Sputhe
field, the die Is already cast
=- one for low and cpe for
high density,” ho said, ‘'Novi
in still virgin but will likely
have high denalty."”

Lorion said the lownship
commission was critical of
some TALUS concluslons but
admitted it nesded more time to
complotaly ovaluate the survey,
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COMMENTS ON the TALUS
plan were for the most part
tavorable by John Nagy, assist-
ant city planner for Livonig,

He said the planner's office
wways had felt it radvisable"
to have & repid transit system,

‘*Our position is that Livonia
should be related to a rapid
transit system which wlll bring
1t closer tothe alrportand down-
town Detroft,” Nagy said,

Ho described the Jeffries
Freeway as o ‘‘convenlence,’
but sald he doubted if a rapid
transit system would increase
population of Livonia to any
appreciable extant,
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NAGY SAID benefiis of such
a transportation plan would be
realized primarily by business
and commercial intoresta,

A rapld transit system would
help increase the economic da.
velopment of Livonia and pro-
moto convantion center and hotel
and motel expansion sourgently
needed now In the city,” he de~
clared,

He said the suggested cor-
ridor, the mile batwaan School-
craft and Plymouth roads,
“made sense,” However, he
commented, I cannot get too
enthustastic at thia time over
the TALUS maps, They’re much
too general,!

Nagy agreod that the proposed
1990 completion date was re-
alistle for ‘‘major segments'
of the plan, but said he did not
foal 1t would apply to the over-
&ll program,
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LIVONIA CHECKING

1. Simply maintaln a minimum monthly
balance of just $88. Juit $99!

2. Wrlte a3 many checks as you want ...
FREE!

3. Make &5 many deporits as you want ...
FREE!

N
4, Easy-to-reconcile statement

month ... FREE!

6. NO sarvice charges|

6. NO maintenance fees
7. NO other accounts are neosssary to

quallfy!
8. Full range of check styles, types and
coven|

9. Fast Information now, Call 421-8200,
You wlli find “89 LIVONIA CHECK.
ING" worth changlng banks to gatl

Open Mon. thry Sat. ‘til 4:30 P.M. ... “til 8:00 P.M. Fri, .

Livonia NATIoNAL BANK

6 Offices to Serve You / Phone 4218200 { Member F.D.I.C.

Last 6 Days to
Buy 3 pieces and

Save $116!

Robinsen prevents handerafted tolor coordinated 3.pc. seating groups, only
$499. The 86" plllowback sofa is upholsierad in a iacavard print with fextured

10lids on the Mr. & Mrs. chairs

or reverse them — all availaBle in 3 colors

and Scotchgard protecied of course. You mey teplace the chairs with 3 61"
loveseat for tho same prica. Either way, you'll save $116 on the regular price
of this Selig living raom. Matching oitomen, Sale 39.95. Salal “Viswpolnt’
fables from 39.95 . 109.95 have alim lines, smart angles . . . the contemporary
look has been captured in lush pacan venears and nulmeg tones -— plus the

briiliant use of clotely woven cane.

“where everything in every department Is on sale now!”




