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Eagle parents f ight building sﬁmiﬂowp

Land value became the focus of atten-
twon this werk as Eagle Elementary School
pareris and schoot dstrict represeniatives
locked horms over the recommended clos-
w2 of the faclity

A musture of anger. dismay and redc-
tnt acceptance shrouded the meeting 3t
1Lrrison High School. whxh drew approt-
tmately 8 resdents to hear the Tak
Force on Declining Enroliments formaty
make its school closing recommendations
ta the Farmngton Board of Ed ton

Although parents from Farview. Ten
Mie and Alameda schools were present.
1he Eagle parents appeared to be the most
organ:zed and most vocal 1 their concern
of prospective school clos:ng Al these
school have boen recommended for closing

* by the task (arce 11 the rext two years

Eagle purrts spokestnan Robert Feie
man sebmitted a Lst of Questions to the
school fepreseriatives. foremost of which
was the Guestion of Eagle school's and
value

mm parents lnv'\ the Eagle area be-
Leve that dstnet officialy prefer to dum .:
that property on 11 Alle. west of Midde
bell. because 4 15 a more fucrative piece
of property as compared to other school
sites .

“if theyre ;‘)’
QSN MR ‘.
kids. then | A\'\l agree wi
Shan Facman

“§ have two chidren 1 Eagie | know
they ithe buards wonY scll the sehaol No
e 13 g 1o buy that land.” she sad

“Besides. we dml niced ancther shop-
pmg corter here

(xher Eagle parerts shared 1 the Fue-
mane displeasure. especally afer @ was

to sperd more time ds-
es nistead of
sl

suggested that Fagview be kept open at
the expense of closing Eagle
“Why should I be penalzed because
those guys fell in love with a land develo
per?” saud Allan Tann. an Esgle parent
me task force members were afhgered
at me a.mudcs of the parents. criticzing
the tone of the Eagle parents’ questions
and. at the same time. denying Eagle was
being cansidered for closing becagse of 1t

potential financul return

1'M INSULTED BY the witch hunt ques-
tions here.” said task force member Rxch-
ard Wallace. “Particularly the cnes con-
cerrung who did our financual statment.

1 couldaX care less f Eagle was com-
mercially attractve or oot
member Jotn Washburne said “1f neither
“bulding was uselul then the conclusion
would be to close Fawrview

We dont know Wf Eagle 1 com-
mercially move yaluable” he said

Faurview School i located south of Ink-
-ster and between Thirteen Mile and Four-
teen Mile roads i the midde of 2 sub-
&viswn The_ contrast between the 1wo
schools™ locations lead them to suspect the
task force recomemendation i based oa 2
fnaacial plane

SCHOOL EOARD TRUSTEE Gary Lich-
tman agreed with Washburne and said
much more was to be corsidered besides
the land value of Eagle school property

1 apprecite the reasoned. wieligent
qxﬂmm Lihtman teld the parenis.

“But. maybe you've been musled The uli-
rmate decson s based on other thiags.
Among them 13 the task force recommen-
dation

ask force

Many schools in the force’s report have
been mentioned time and time again. The
board will have to Lake a long h;\rﬂ look at
all the factors.” he s3id.

Othet. factors 10 be considered. he s3d
are whither other school facdities can ac-
commodate shedents from the closed
schools, whether quality programming can
be mainta:ned. and population grows or de-
creases in varying parts of the school dis-
trict.

Presently, the Farmington school do-
tnet is experiencing population growth n
the northwest sections, while populaticn in
the castern sections are decreasing

Trustee Mervyn Ross told the parents
that planning was difficult because of con-
tnually changing (actors throughout the
years

With the economuc situation and the
cost of busing students. t's impossible for
us (o take the same five to ten year projec:
ton that stood up 10 well unul five years
2g0." he sud

“In 1971, we read projections for 197576,
but they didnt project the kind of facts
that we are faced with, today. Instead of
dechning enroliments. we were shown 2
stable enrollment that cou'd hold its own.™

obmm_\-. that isnt what happened. he

n s impessible today 1o have long term
projections as meanng anything of value
Long l:rm plans are virtually an anachro-
rism.” he sud -

The school board will make a decsion
on which schools will be closed in the com-
;g two years at .a meeting ta be- con-
ducted 1n Farmngton High School on
Jand

Dancing, eating at forefront

E"mns see

By HDWAI(D RDNTAL

1 you_were 1n Fioland tus Christmas’
caung nise puuro (nee pudru'.c) and you
sudderly crunched dowm on & almand you
mﬂkxmantzum&-ﬁam
yrar. Or if you already that
aimaond would foretell a )tn of good bk,

he

)vu gt & gift imported (nﬁm hr.h:d.
There are about Y0.00 Fins in the
metro Detroit area tseveral bundred Fin-
r.m‘t families in the Farmington area) said
ey Kemppainen. the manager of the
E\m hme Finnish Cezter. This year
500 came to dance, drick and eat the
lnd....\mzl rice ud.‘_r and
“Hauskaa Joul.u" Merry Christ-
mu)mxh the same as their ethnic coun-
n—ymnndwxmmi‘u\mﬂ
Qunstmas in Finland starts right after
Advent ithe anticipation of the coming of

Cirist) with a day of partying caled
“Pidds Joulu™ (Littie Christmas). The cel-
cbratics at the Finnish Center was mod-
eled after this fete.

On Christmas Eve. specially made kg
candles are carried to the graves of loved
ane. Afer & dicner of “kizkku™ (kam) and
e ever| pmm rice pudding, the family

sits around the Christmas tree waiting for

mngmn day is spent solemmly 1
church and at home. Lutheranism b the of-
ficial, state-supported religion in Ficland.

Christmas finally ends on St. Stephan's
Day late in December. Again {riends are
visted and the children can now put on
their new skis and skates

TINAA takes place oo New

\:au Ew A dipper full of melted Un is

a bucket of cold water where

the tin (m » variety of dilferent shapes
trom which the {utwre &3 foretold.

*1 dont know why they came to Lhis

dam thing.” said Mrs. Kemppainen 23 she

Lamenting defeat

Although they fought a hard battle, the Mercy Marlins met
defeat at the hands of the Marquette entry in the women's stato
basketball finals this past weekend in Grand Rapids. To seo

« more of the action, turn to Page 3A and the sports section. (Stat!

photo by Gary Friedman)
OsE ¢ K% \

tock (n money for drinks. “[t's & tradion
1 guesa. They just like to come. Last year
1had to turn away 230 people at the door.™

From the decor of the hall it was dilfl-
cult 1o sce what made the festivites Fin-
rish. A large number of covered tables sat
wround a8 large dance floor. At one end of
mwmlm:mnmumm.
acreen 5o that they locked like a & Christ:
mas tree. N

But a surprising mumber of

loﬁmmmbmdphmum 3
kko and

Just &3 many couples will dance the Fin-
Rish polkas as the popular American steps.
e said

There were surprisingly few young

Mrs. Ellon Clisch, a first generation Finnish-American born in tho Upper Ponlnsuli uncovovs atray
full of Finnlsh goodies. {Staft photo)

k out Yule Emdnﬁmns

people ot the festhaties Most of the crowd
w33 over 40. One father tried to teach his
daughter the Schottishe without notable
success. They kept ping nosCs.

But Mrs. Kemppanen docs not “thunk
that this’ Finnish celcbration will die

“QUR SINGLES arc hﬂ\mg \hﬂr own
private panty tonight. "

“Finns are clannish.™ Smn \he Qurist-
rmas celebration started 10 years ago, Mrs.
Kemppainen has noticed more and more
people. who, as they grow older. find their
way back to thewr Finush roots even if
their families have been in this country for
four gcmnuons

They also come- Lo renew {nendships
tegun in “Copper Country,” Michigan's
Upper Penisula where many Finns settied.
Everyone scems o be related or knows
everyone else. said Mrs. Kemppainen.

Local Finns like their cthue Qhristmas
s much that this year they plan 1o get to-
gether at the center for a potluck dinner to
celebrote the end of Christmas.

. Hauskaa Joulua!

School pondered
as court facility

By STEVE BARNABY
Farmisgten edlter

Farmington Hills city clficials are cay-
tiously eyeing the prospect of using Lhe
Ten Mile Elementary School as the £ith
Court facility should Lhe school dis-
trict decide o close the building next year.

Presently, a school district task force is.
cmsidering & pumber of school district fa-
cllities for closing because of declining en-
4 rollments which have been swoepng the
M for the last four years.

Farmington Hills Oly Mgr. Gwrge lh-
gruldd\ymm

H

:w:&d:ral
mnmwwmrmnnumm
“The judges have expressed an
huﬂunmolmmolu:wnlmb
he wla councilmembers.
we [ (nnhu:x, study should
s\mﬂmmmr

-mmmvm:ummmm

brunt of the cozt fo this study,” she said.

Majoros sgreed, sayng that Farmington
Hills wouldnt be oblizated ‘towards any
further action if the Gty of Farmington
didnt come up with the funds for the
audy.

The Gity of Farmington will consider the ~

matter ot its counci! mecting next Moa-
day.

2 men shoot
Hills merchant

Farmington Hills merchant. David Sha-
piro, 33, was shot four Limes by two men
wearing ski masks. shortly after he locked
fus store carly Monday moming

Shapiro had finshed locking up his

+ store, Tom's Market. 20325 Inkster. when

two men approached hum from behind and
attempled to shoot him. accordng to
Farmington Hills police officials

Alter tFe gun misfired. the lwo men or-
dered Shapiro to put up hus hands. Shapro
tried to kick his attackers and police be-
lieve that he managed to hit one of the
men in the mouth.

During the struggle. Shapiro was .shet
once in the right side. twice in the ket
hand und a fourth tullet went harmlessly
through his clothing

The sttackers escaped south on Inkster.
Police havent established a motive for

the attack and are awaiting ballistics test
resulls 1o determine the type of gun used

in the incident

Shapiro [s in fair condition and improv-
ing in ’ loca) haspital.
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Shirloy and Bruco Kemppainon enjoy a qulck tiing at a Finnish

potkacalied tho Raatikko.
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HOLIDAY
DEADLINES

Duo to tho Christmas holi-
doys, deadiines for tho

Monday, Decembor 27,

i3suo of tho papor will bo
oarlier than usual. The

deadlino for display ad- .

vertising and news copy
will bo noon, Thursday,
Docomber 23. Classifled
ads can bo_placed until 4
p.m. Thursdoy. Our of-
fices will be closed on Fri-
day, Decombor 24




