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Council ponders police ch

y STEVE BARNABY
lmmu editor
Farmingon Mol Polce Chef Romaid
1o wil be leaving the departiment with
0 the next month accerdng ta s Loy
clxse 10 cey Rl
Counc.] members are remaning ciased:
mouthed abowt specultion over Hako's
exit. refu
that they have discussed the
Qiy Mir George Mapros
lla.lo also refused to dscuss whether or
not ke wil be leamg the cepartment
\OJH Rave t> X 1o the city manager
g Hoko ¢
wih the Fa;

“1dont Rave amithng B 82y et e
added

Monday. December .

A call was placed to th ¢ty manager's of-
fice concernaig Hoko's Lnpending resgna-
ton or dismussal Mayer Kezh Deacon re-
turned the call. saying he had talked w.h
Majoros and they had decided an official
statement would be withheld urtl 3 later

ume

COUNCIL MEMBERS MET wih Mapr-

s Last week aker thewr regularly sched,

uled councy sesswen 1o dscuss the matier,

accordng L sourves Under state law. cdy
re aliw miud:c..&:pus el

e sesswn—exciuswe of

te puble

The matter of Hoko leaving the potce

use cf hs

force has been de.md

heany 1avol o

with the poice u- ed a 5o,
But he has gnen b tes!

rce
and

Superintendent says,

1578

Farmngton, Mickzan

‘1 know a lot of guys around city hall feel that

Ron s a good cop. It's fust that he was put In an

- Impossible situation with his men and you Just
can'tfire the whole police department.’

now he no longer 13 necded.” thie source
speculated

Presently. the ¢ty 13 1 arsiratian with
he city pelice LN 1 an attempt to come
0 an agreemernt en a contract settle: it

Holko's deteriorating relsticnship with
pulice department perscenel spurred Ma-
Jeres to ask for Hoko's res.gnation, accord:
g 1> 3 source

It was a sfuaten concernag Hoko's

Financing is biggest ¢

A rmillage ren rul ma»merr_q 0 the

rman’'s mund os he looked bock on bus yrar
o L\c ht.'\ ol the system
whose coriract was recently
mwd u thrre years. ty -the school
board 13 hopeful that the distnet's commu-
y edxatan program can be expanded
10 the coming yeans

But e Grasaal szuaten of the Fame
glon system was tagged by Scis

hman as
the diindt’s most pressng problem
“We bave four mils & for renewal tus
comung year,” he sud “These are cnu-
cal But | thek that tey will pass The
toard has extudied i3 responsidilly W
the publc by pn_.‘L'td_nndlgwd
ml year without an exira milage.

'h Rave started to develop rext year's
. based on retaurang what we Lke 11

ar edixatonsl system and wtusing L‘use
turgs which we wou'd LXe 1o have,” be
corlinued

But with cames restrat

“Our approach b e hucm mat o
clade senous cors:deraton of our pnor-
es. We have to be circumspect 1 spend-
Ing our ‘meney.” he cautioned

DECUINING FUNDS ARE LINKED TO
srraller enrolimert 13 the Farmungloa

cnber of students Witk a school s
tict, Schulman explained

“Declizing enrolments and the fancal
Stuation 1n the schools are the two biggest

duned ince 1971 [ other states. such as
New York, the achool system h:.! com:
pletely emasculaied it

“Thas hamn Y hit 13 254 we. cz:n alow it
©." he sud

However, Schulman i hopeful that 4
wn happen in Farmungton He credts
the school board with mowing the distnct
ahe:

2d.

“f thurk the board s working 0 a Splen-
dAd fashuon, 10 @ harmorious rmarner and
wih a 0 Inction” he sa:d

He's pleased with the work of the board,
such a3 3 move 10 revise and Lpdate the
dsrict’s polces

“The commutice hraded by Michael
St prece 13 downg a splendid Job.” he said

He hopes that the result will be the same
m the dstnct’s community education pro-

s

“We've only scratched the surtace with
comenunity education programs 1'd Lke to
e some pre-school programs and pro-
prans for setsor ciuzns

“WEVE TAKEN a survey amocg Jrsor
high school students aslung them what
they 'vu! Lke t0 sex in after-school pro-
gams. The youngsters are iterested 1

LEWIS SCHULMAN

bobby-type pmy-ms but they also want
programs that would aliow them Lo use
special skuls.” he sud

He would like to see the distnct have
mandatory programs for bright and pled
sudents.

Courses 10 commere:al foods and buld-
ing trades would be desirable but depend
on the financa! situation of the dustnct,
Schulman said

Farmungton's curnculum could some
day include an assessment test for 10h
grade students as well as fourth (o seventh
grade youngsters who are presently exam-
1ned 1o check the development of their
basic academic skils, the traditional tnad
of reading, wnung and anthmetic

Declinung scores throughowt the couatry
have prompted & look 1o further testing.
although Farmington has done well in the
muoml averages, accerding to Schulman

CWe' o exl competency

The district would tests students sched-
ued to graduate the followng year on
their atality to soive practical prodlems.
such a3 balancing a checkbook

STUDENTS WOULD be required to pass
the tes\ before they would be dk:wtd to

'lmmnlun(h:llmumltﬂun
measure ctizenship and he abuty of high
xchool students 1o relate to onc another
But Lfe competency skills are unportant
enough for us o Uy, he sud

rapport with hs men He just didnt have
1. said the source

HOLKO'S MOST RLCE\T fray with city
personrel came Last summer during the de-
bate over whether the aity should have a
prwate ambulance compary or the city vol
wv«n provide emergency medical serv-

l)unng e debate many valunteers ad-
mtted that much cof thewr rancor was

allenge

ently. students are requred to pass
a mathematical competency Lest before
graduation
“f would also Like to see consumers’ eco-
romcs siully, such a3 money management
and understanding contracls included as
part of the mandatory curriculum in the
schools™ he said “Hall of our senors are
18 years old when they graduate from high
achool.”

He believes that the distnct has a moral
commitment to the changes 1n curmnculum
now requred by federal funding legislation
n the area of sexual equality. “We are
working toward Title Nine in good faith,”
he said of the measure which guaraniees
equal opporturuty for boys and girls In
school activities

“Our problem may be how to cut back
on the district’s expenses while trying o
bring girls’ sports up to snuf!. What do you
cut” You have to consider 1f the cuts are
fur,”" he explained.

“YOU DON'T improve one phase of Lhe
program at the expense of the other.” he
said

The distnct will try to avoud cuting the
budget of the boys' programs (8 1mprove
the grls’

Santa waits for kids’ calls
on hotline to North Pole

Until the Wednesday before Christmas
Santa Claus wil stay near the phone in the
everung. 50 he'll be able to ta'k 1 al ks
frends 10 Farmuagion

He plans 0 32 1 his favorite easy char
near the phone. from 4 06 ¥ pm. aa-
swering cals whch wil be channeied Lo
kim by the Farmungton Area Recreaticn
Comyrassion

Lucky calers m:ight even be able
catch Mrs Caus as she busijes about the
Wchen preparng @ gigantc hol:day feast
for Sania. the elves and the remdeef, ac-
cording to Jeft Farland of FARC

~Since the project started last Monday
we've received about 500 phone calls for
Santa.” sad Farland. who 13 coordinatng
the direct hne to the North Pole.

By dialing {"8TOYS. kds of all ages can
speak to the jolly old elf

Some children find t hard to believe
that they've resched the Man, humself. ac-
cording to Fartand

“THEY SAY. Sarta® Are you Santa’)
repotts Farand

After the furst shock of recogrution, some
of the Little callers are polite enough 1o 1n-
about the heath of the clves. the
remdecr and Mrs Clus

Some of them have even spoken to
Mrs Claws.” saud Farland “She told them
that she was cooking tn the kichen, pre-
parng for Christmas.” Farland sad

Other callers are wornied that Santa wil
find it ddficut to enter thewr house with all
hose toy3 because thewr homes doat have
cumneys

~Santa comes in through the door.
then,” Fartand reassured.

Santa also finds tumsell dealng with
sceplics who wonder why he doesn re-
member getung thewr letters or taking
with them.

“There are just o many chudren, that
Santa cant remember all of them.” Far-

land explamed.

After such operung formalities. the cal
lers usually get down to the business of tell-
g Sants what they would Lke to see
under the tree and 1n the stocking o
Christmas mormung

“Santa cant promise anything.” Far-
land sud “He has W war and see what
the elves come up with.”

AMONG THE top 10 requests to the
North Pole thus year are dolis for gurls and

boys.

“Evel Kmeval dolls. Biomc Man and
Biomc Woman dotls are popular this
year” sud Fartand. whos Santa's nght
hand man u Farmungton

Bul young tastes haven't changed drasti-
cally. Dnldrvn are ulmg for the things
their parents asked for.

The ever popular baby aod and amy
gear are among thus year's requests to
Santa

N Pages

aimed towards Hoko who, they saxy
wasnt sympathetc to thewr problems.

Shortly alerwards, Holko's puhlic safety
director demgnation was taken away and
Fire Chuel John Van De Voort was hired to
admunster the fire department Holko was
retained as polce chief.

In 1974 an cven mere dramatic situation
occurred when Holko's personal secretary
was put on tral for embezzement of
funds. Two city employees were lemporar-
ly dismussed from the depariment by
Holko, and the city union took the side of
the employees. Since that Ume. employee
resentment has continued o escalate

A mnor flap occurred last July when it
was revealed that Holko was parf owner of
a private securty agency But Holko's tn-
volvemenl was deemed legal and done

ief’s future

Tuenty-Five Cents

878 Bt Commmtons Corporsien 13 g et

with Majoros's approval But the Incident
did leave another scare on Holke's bat-
tered standng with city personnel

Some sources say that the city manager
already has anather person L mind for tirs
police chiel's spot. Bul the name is being
kept under Lght wraps because that per-
san presently has  job with another police
ogency, according 1o the sources

‘Although Holko has had problems with
tus personnel. sources 83y (hat he general
ty 18 respected for the modem nnovations
he has made in technical aspects of police
enforcement

I know a lot of guys around city hall
feel that Ron is a 8 good cop. It's just that
he was put 1 an impoasible situation with
tus men and you just can fire the whale
policg department.” 1aid 2 source

The spirit of Christmas

Youngsters in St Fabian Elementary School shared the spirit
of Christmas with senlor citizens this week who were invited to
the Farmington school for the students’ Christmas program.
Cathy O'Malley (at lett) and Kenneth Sorel took the part of Mary
and Joseph in the Christmas play that was but one portion of 8
program which Included choral readings, Christmas songs and
aevan a ballet. (Photo by Jack Margolis)

Can drive brings
cheer for holiday

Sudents in Farmington High Schools are
helping the Goodfeliows keep theur prom-
tse of every chald having a Chnstmas.

All three of the area’s high schools have
collecied canned goods, toys of moncy to
@wve to needy Farmington familiesthrough
the Goodfellows

North Farmington High Scheol collected
£0 worth of canned goods, and toys to
gve two families a Chinsimas, in the Lurd
year of the school's holiday dnu:

The students who dooated
were given a description of lhe families
that would receive the packs,

The drive is sponsored by e Natioral
Honor  Society

“We never know the full name of the
family, just the sizes of the children, ™ s1:d

The (amilies will receive §15 each. three
hnuvlnnned‘ood: lrnhfmumd-
turkey with the tri

Dch child will receive lIn school ot
fits, underwear and a toy. Older children
will receive games and Lhe girls will be
gven dolls

inside

Sectlon A
Crackerbarrel Debate
Life Section B
Coenmunity calendar
Sgacts Section C
Qassifieds Sectlons €. D

THE GIFT GIVING will inchude the
adults in the (amilies. Women will receive
a blouse and a botlle of perfume Men will
be given & pair of gloves and a scarf.

The students earmed money for the gifts
by selling submanne sandwiches from
door 1o door and by collecting money dur-
Ing football games.

Various school organizations contnbuted
10 the fund. The North Farmington Parent
Teacher Organization gave §50 Lo the cam-

paign.
The schoal wideetfort began hreeyears
Mr. Keen

according Lo
“We knew about lh' GCoodietlows and
thelr canned goods drive. But the kids

didnt feel Am-eh-rd." she said.

“So, the kids began to adopt families
and supply the entire holiday for them,”
she said.

Their counterparts in Farmungton High
School spent their last month at school bus.
{ly coliecting over 2.000 cam of food to
g to the Goodfellows

To make the campalgn more interesting,
its sponosors, the Student Counctl, allowed

(Conlinued o page 4C)

1o the Cave of Freddy the Flerce

feturn o the Forever Forest to
help Harry and Cleo look for Fred.
dy the Fierce in the second install-
ment of the Farmington Observer's
Chnstmas saga on Page 8A.



