Belinda Kruger can barely get her arms around this lovable
tion, but he'd certanly fitunder the Christmas tree. (Staft photos
by Art Emanud)

While it looks unsightly, this forest of signs is necessary If local
highway departments are going to keep cars from skidding into
the guard rail at the intersection of eastbound Grand River and
westbound Grand River. The “Dead End” sign will eventually get

aring of flashing lights.

Consumer carelessness
hikes next year’s prices

Coprz weh saarms of shoppery and
keeprz the famy ciean dosple sow
ked 11 by o

o
and damazng of packages
befare purchise

Its rdwcuiocs what pecpie do o ths
merctandse s one beal depart
ment store manager. Tha s theworst

Mini series
on young set
~Children. Yours and kune™ will be the

vear yet. The aduls tear the packages
cpen and let the kds play with thegs

When packages are opened and left
cn the shelves the store has to try and
Fat tungs together, or i damaged. sel
it at ¢scount or throw o away

| thnk some people mientionaly

tear & bokng for the after-
(Ersimas sales, the manager explam.
ed

Has store has hred & holiday employ-
ec smply o work a celophane ma-
chine. rewrapping ripped packages that
arent mussmg anything

1f these peopie would qua destroy-
ing things. | can guaraniee you the mer-
chandise would be chaaper next year.”
the manager mantaned

Ancther local shop spokesman sard
Ris store docsnl expenence the prod-
lem. but he bires plenty of extra help
1o keep a1 eye on the custdfers for
two reasons

“We try o help the customers find
@hat they want, so the ks dont get
bored and the customer 1 satiafied.
he sad

CB thief strikes
OCC parking lot

CB radio valued & 10 was
a red 197 Ford Pinto ownad by Jabn
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Bionic Man loses title

'Armstrong leads in toy race

By LYNN ORR

Stretch Armstrong 13 the {runt nurmer
b Lioncl Power Pasars are closing the
gap. whie Cher hay last steam com-
sdown 1o the wire

Last sears wener the Biorc Maa
b for @ repeat prformance
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Rail ends hazard

The Cher dull was & big item 1 October.
bt the marufacturer pulled the televison
advertiung. and demand dropped accord
15ly. a4 Jones This year Jones is notic
g felatnely balanced sales so far with
orly two or three items in great demand

11 you need the Lienel Power Passers,
you d better ket 1t quick.” advised Hal Gra
fam. Korvette's area superyiser fur toys
and spung goods

But even with the boom busines the
fre ries are dung 1n the race fur |
toy titest
4 solid market mn some of the of

.

Gl die s always 2 god seller a5 well
s pre schonl &l stems and accessones
he }.\.d

PEOPLE SEEM to be goting back o
thei staple games like Monepoly. Life, and
Buttlestip. sad Jones Them Bunes
Cat's Fye the Jaws game. and Mousetrap
are other good seliers at Murray s 1 Hed-
{ed Despate numercus articles exteiling
e virtues o educational toys. era
cxpene serms 1o presert large sales i
oy aea

Socnce kits and chemistry sets have
gt way down in sales. delared Junes
Cralt tems. ke macraime. sand art. and
enyatal cast sely, toserer, are good sell
ety thas year There s It of play hours
tipes of teme” said Junes

Rave always been big sell
of smalt ¢ulls reem
Like

star Trok
Hutch dolis
e dirdn the mar
caly correct”ddi as
hacturer Rave pratuc
AU e bocal sre they
i owel but Junes g t
salier

faimd by the
o moud saley

bt ey don il buy
«aid He didne purchate a large
P onemer teac

near Tuck Road

By HOWARD RONTAL

So many cars piled into the guard rail
where eastbound Grand River meets west-
bound Grand Ruver 1 front of Roger Peck
Chevrolet last Apnl and May that the sales-
men used to make bets on whether another
car would erash overmght

Exght cars hat the guard raul in that two
month penod, 25 cars from Jan 1905 to
the present Lime :

The wheels of city. state, and county buK
reaucracy were set roling last July and
what seems to be the solution almost has

~been completely carned out

* Two large signs erected last August tell
motorists that esstbound Grand River
wers to the nght and splits away from
westbound Grand Ruver i front of the
Qamdiggers restaurant

The s1gns are necessary because a two
lane spur. a remnant of the time when
east and west bound Grand Ruver ran sdja-
cent 1o each other, gives businesses down
to the Grand Ruver Dnve:ln, east bound

aress

A series of three groups of signs on the
wpur iteelf, eaxt of Tuck Road. wam motor-
15ts 1o wlow down and anticipate the spur's

When the Michigan State Highway Degt
dears away the paper work, the dead end
=gns will get a wreath of flashing Lights
which will dramatize the warmng

Grand River from Muddlebelt o Eight
Mile is the second most accident ndden
road 1 Farmungten Hills, sccording Lo the
Traffic Improvement Association com-
pger printout. The lack of adequate sign-
1ng on the spur and leading 1o it ‘contnb-
ued mgnuficantly to the arca's high aca-
dent rate

MOST OF THE 25 acidents on the spur
occured at night: many around 2 sm
Eleven dnvers had been

Few Farmungton arca residerts were in-
volved in the accidents. The dnivers were
from places Lke Now. Walled Lake. De-
troit, and Aurora, Ohio They clumed in
police reports W be urfamuliar with the
aes

“Watching signs and wer! 1nto the guard
rail.” said one police report. ““Dhd Nt sce
stop sign or realize road ended.” read an-
dther. ** Unfamiliar with surroundings and
couldnl stop because of rain.” read 8

“Why people are all of a sudden runung
off the rosd. [ don't have any idea.” said
Paul Riley, district traffic engineer for the
Southfieid office of the state highway de-
partment in reference to the spate of eight
accidents last spring.

Ruley bebeves hat & change.jn highway
sign regulations may have precipitated the
accident increases at the guard rail which
began early in 1973, There were no accl:
dmts of this kind tn all of 1974

Prior to 1975, & Large arrow stood at the
end of the eastbound Grand River spur.
The arTow was mourted on & wooden Lat-
tce background inted toward Lhe
road's outlet into westbound Grand River.

*The lattice was taken down because s
change in the national (traffic mgn} man-
wl said we couldnt place mupplemental
beckground for our signung,” saxd Rl

After receiving complaints from the Oak-
land County Road Comumussion in June, the
state highway department suthonzed a 12-
foct by five-foot overhead, cantilevered
wgn readng “Grand River Ave” with an
arrow panting diagonally off to the nght
a§the castbound lane west of Haynes

A the pont where eastbound Grand
River splty into the major and mznor
road, & uzfoot by e1ght-foot sign also was
erected These signs replaced two smaller,
and less visible s1gns at the same location

ALL THAT REMAINS Lo be put up i3 3
bosrder of (lashing hghts around the
“Dead End” signs The Lansing office of
the hughway department has approved the
Lights, but neither a design, costs, nor an
1nstallation date have been set. suid Riley

The eastbound spur was originally a sec-

«Continued on page 1C4

Sporting goods pull a lot of the (hrst
mas market This year is no exception s
far, and the big sellers are the standbys,
according to Graham lce skates. ruiler
ales. air hockey games. riftes. bowling
equipment and camping gear are maitan
wg 3 sold market share

SLEEPING BAGS an¢ duwn-filled
parkas are uther good seliers. ! said Gra
ram Skate boards are als seliipig will. de
apite the wealher

Televinmn sports games. although an ex
pensve tem, are duiry exceptionally well.
accurdityy 10 one local manager. aloog
with pinball machines

The next fow weeks will deternmune the
Bigwest sellers from Santa’s workshop. and
it Laks s if parerts better prepare 10 see
a lut of child induced contortions attempt-
1 munic a stretehy. rubbery fellow
who doesn t talk. walk, et dnink, of have
the advartage of beirg anatomically cor
nx

Carrying o big stick on tho Ice rink might be what Scott
Davidson has in mind ashe oyes the latestin hockey goar.

Santa
Claus
is at
Livonia
Mall

Santais at
your mall from
10-8:30 daily and
11-6 Sundays. Santa

will visit with
the children in

the Story
Book in
front of

Story Queen Marion Tournaud
tells the children stories daily

from 3:00-4:00,

near Santa's Story Book
Livonia Mall is your mall.

LIVONIA MALL

7 Mile at Middlebelt
Christmas Hours: Daily 'til 9:30 -Sunday 11-6

Crowley's.
Instant photos
are available.

$1310M(3
AND SEAVICLS

7 Mile Roed
Middlebelt




