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Environmentalists delay drain work __ ,

By JOE MARTUCCH

Comstrucuon of the Peterson Dram. 2
uributary of the controversial Pernkk
Drain, has been delayed until an esviorn-
mental impact stalemeat i3 completed

The Oskland Courty Dram Commisson

terday for construcuon of the $K0.00
drain The state Department of Natural Re
sources(DNR) had tssued & consruction
permut last Jan § which would Bave ez
pired Dec. 31

A DNR offical sdmated ths week (it
the department should nat have ssued the
permul because an enviornments! fmpact
study requested by the Micgan Envorn
mental Review Board (MERB: 1 May
P23 nol been made
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The review board acts as aa advisory
panel 1o Gov. Wiliam Milden on enviorn-
mental ssues.

The decision o delay construction is &
victory for local environmentalists who
Bave fought the $625 million Pernick
Drain s:nce & waa first proposed in 2 1969
master drain plan for Southfield
13 letter o Gov. Muliken.

Doana 3

member of the vilage's cuizens drain com-
rruttee, urged that action be Laken to hal
tad letung

“THE PETERSON AND NOWAK drans
are planned as tribulary drains to the pro-
posed Permick drain, which presently
exists as 8 natural stream and flows to the.
these drans are to
be constructed in the city of Southfield
the Telegraph-Northwestern H:ghway-
Tweive e Road area). they will alfect
arcas outsxie of Southfield.” Mry. Lebow
warned

““There st:ll kas been no consderaton of
the eavironmental impacis of these drains
and review by MERB No public heanngs

regarding environmental effects of these
drains have been hed

““There has been no consideration of er
ther prumary or secondary impacts which
the Peterson or Nowak drans may have
on Franklin Viisge . . . There has been
no opportunty to weigh the mpacts the Pe-
terson Nowak may have on Frankln,
much as, qllthose drans cause streams or
ponds to up or flood ;1 Frankin, or
will (hey cause them (and wells) o go

-

“These quesuions and more must be con-
sidered Franklin Village 13 worth pre-
serving Our vilage is. so [ar. unfrag-
raented by urban spras!. and offers a rare
(mvironment which should be Xep 3
able 1o the people of this area. [t permils
a choice of biving cond:tions which can't be
duplicated elsewhere

THE %3 master dra:n plan for South-
field included recommendations for about
2 new drazs, a number of which have
since been bult

The Permuck Drain soon became the cen-
ter of attention, however Publc nforma-

Village will examine
commercial zoning

By SUSAN TAUBER KLEIN

There will be a public heanng for Lath.
up Vilage resdents on Monday, Jan 10,
2 8.3 pm o Lathrep Vilage Municipal
Bulding. 7740 Evergreen

The Lathrp Village Oty Councd wants
Ppudlic opiruons and reactons (o a package
of umprovements in the soming ordmance
on commercul usage zoning, which is &d-
ferert from office zoung. City Admins
trator Jerald Sione expaned

The counci developed the proposed
amendment. No ). which includes sever-
al provisns © the zorung erdinance. No
1
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It s a eollecy
identificd by Gty A
Stone said

DEPENDING ON the publc's reactens
at the pudlic hearng. the amendment will
then be writen 1 a final form As it 1
writes now, R revolves around com-
mercial zonng. defined by Sione as retal-
g and seing of commerce

The amendment addresses hours of eper-
at:on of places of busess. trade and com:
merce [t suggests 3 place of buisness can-
ot be cpen between the Bours of 19 pm
and 7 am the folow:ng day without pror
approval of the Board of Specal Use

It would also expand the permuited uses
o the Commercual C distnct Section 62
def.nes the penmutted uses and exclusions

Fer example. the amendment would
allow rewd stores far the purpose cf selt
several restric
the sale of used
chand:se of any type of 0pen arr sales

of several needs as
James McCrory.”

NOR WOULD the amendment allaw the

unless the d3pay
& protected from
prehibited by the Cors:
se United States cr the State cf- Mich-
1gan” the amendment states

her topics 1 the preposed amendment
would requre the Buidng lnspecior to
make a pre:munary mvestigaton and re-
pent prior to referring 3 specul use
request 1o the proper board for approval.
providing for addtional fling fees for spe-
.l applcations. and redefnng the terms
essential senvices.” Clamily. and “use ”

Any Lathrep Vilage resdent who would
Lke a copy of the scven-page Amendment
N 33 to Zorng Ordinance No 18 may
request a copy frem the City Clerk's Office
at 5572500 of by gong to the municipal
bulding Stane s34 a copy would be made
i requested

N
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tion meetings were conducted by the city
and Oakland County Drain Commissoner
George Kuhn agreed to defer action untl
completion of a study by Dr. Clifford Hum-
phrys of Michigan State Universiy
That study, which was presented to offl-
cuals last month. recommends open water-
ways and retention ponds be used In the
Pernick area, rather than enclosed siorm
drains
Environmentally-conscious residents
have requested that the creek’ be man-
Lained rather than forced inlo an under-

Pemnick Dran

Wildlfe and the natural beauly of the wa-
terway, which leads 1nto the Rouge River.
would thus be preserved, they mantan

But some cdy officials and dran engr
neers have warned that unless something
13 done, residents in the area and in areay
downstream could be subjected to the rav-
ages of foods

Mrs Lebow said Tuesday that she dudnd
know if her letler to the governor had any-
thing to do with the DNR's decision to
delay construcuon

She noted. however, that the apportion-
ment hearng scheduled for yesterday had
not been called oif
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