Mixed motives
foster opposing
transit plans

8y TIM RICHARD

Two motves are behnd (he Wayne and
Oakland Cownty Road sions’ pro-
posal that a “light rad” transa system be
built in the tr-county area rather than the
more expensive and heavy rapid rad sys
tem visualized for Detroii by federal and
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Two county road commissions are proposing that SEMTA
drop its heavy rapid rail plans and instead build three light [
lines in the corridors represented by the heavy lines with dots.
Reading clockwise: The Michigan Avenue corridor from
Wayne to downtown Detroit, the Woodward corridor from
Pontiac to Detroit, and the Gratiot corridor from 12 Mile to
Woodward to the downtown. {Source: Transportation Plan-
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REGISTRATION FOR WINTER SEMESTER

Evening Closs Registration:
January 4, 6, 11 and 13—5:30 te 7:30 P.M.

Advertising Design ® Advertising Nlustration ® Aspects of Product
Design ® Bawc Dewgn ® Basic Drawing ¢ Calligrophy
® Ceromics ® Contemporary Furmiture Design @ Fobric Design
(Weaving) ®Fashion lllustration ® Glass ® Grophics @ Lettering #ife Drawing
© Metalcroft and Jewelry @ Painting @ Photography @ Sculpture @ Wood

Saturday Class Registration:
Jonuary 10 thry 15—10 AM. 1o 3 P.M.

Basic Drawing ® Graphics ® Introduction 1o Advertiing Dewgn
® Lile Drawing ® Painling ® Transportation Design and Product
Drawing ® Youth Class (for students oges 8-17 years)

CENTER FOR CREATIVE STUDIES—COLLEGE OF ART AND DESIGN
(formerly the Art School of the Socicty of Arts and Crofh)
245 E. Kurby, Detroit 48202 (313) 872.3118

Accracted by the Nat.onol Alicc.ation of Schoclt of Art

Vv

IS COLLEGE IN YOUR FUTURE?
Could You Use $13,000?

If you are a high school graduate, or a senior, you
can stillqualify for the G1 Bill. Eligibility endson
December 31st. The GI Bill can provide $13,000,
or more in assistance to pay for college. Seniors
can sign up now to qualify and delay entry until
after they finish high school. This may well be
the most important ad.you will ever read. Act
1now.
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The Marines

CALL YOUR NEAREST OFFICE LISTED BELOW

ROYAL OAK STERUNG KEIGHTS
543.2820 939-8490
PONTIAC UVONIA DEARBORN
332-1992 425-7020 278-3984
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plan $&47 mullion. or twodhirds as much
The difference would represent a loss of
road funds and power 10 Lhe road comms.
sions The road agencies den try o hde
thexr fear of that prospest

THE OTHER motve 1s that the road
commissions see 8 contnued declne n
Jobs 1n downtown Detrodt and population 1
Detrot proper

Grubba accused SEMTA and 3 parent
agency. the Southeast Michigan Councd of
Governments (SEMCOG), of “‘ration-
their desire for @ highdevel tran-
s.t system by exagger. Detroit’s future
populatien and the potertial rdership cf a
SEMTA rapd transt system

SEMTA offica’s say the road commu.
sons are desigung a sysiem o serve con:
tnued spraw} wnto the suburbs and out-
Iying rural areas SEMTA's view 1 that
transit patronage 1 on'y one purpose of al
the federal and state spending. the others
are “urban revalaizaton and economic
development.” particularly 13 Detroit.
where 90 per cert of SEMTA'S new trazsit
dollars would g0

1a add.:on, SEMTA board membder Jo-
seph P Bianco Jr. of Bloombield Hulls saw
a political mouvation 1 the road commus-
sions’ Hih hour propasal. “They're bsng
work The Wayme County Road Commus-
sion has many planaers and engieers on
its payrel with nothing ty do

THOMAS OROURKE, maraging durec-
tor of the Wayme County Road Commusswn
(WCRC). disclammed any nterest i “ob-
structing” SEMTA's plans. adding

“We have no smientcn of operatng this
or any other public trans:t system and,
en a choce, would prefer not to0.

But the road commussions asked that
SEMTA forward thewr plans to UMTA. the
federal Urban Mass Transit Adi 3
tration. for review

Anticipatng the charge hey wouid be
(nsidered guity of pok:ng their noses 1Ly
S.SMTA'S busness. WCRC Chairman Fred-
e Burton noted his agency has long cper-
ated Detrodt Metropelitan Airport and wil
soun take oer Wilow Rua Airport frem
the Univerdy of Michgan

Azd John Gnau Jr of West Boomfied
vice<harman of the OCRC. roled that
both federal and siste Righway agencies
have expanded thew interests o’ the
troad fied of transportation

THE GUTS of the road commussian pro-
posal 15 that SEMTA drep its “preimnary
preposal” for two rapid gansa Lnes tetak
g 20 mules frem downiown Detred 1
Eight SLle. one 11 the Woodward cornder
and one i the Gratol corrder

Iastesd. they proposed (hree Lght ral
Lacs ttakng £ 2 miles ruaning n exssting
raroad or pubic rghts of way

1 In the Woodward corridor alongside
the Grand Trunk Westen Radway tracks
{rom Rena:ssance Center to Portiac, a d¢3-
unce of 251 mules 1o be covered 1a 33 min-
uies with 3 stops

2 1a the Michgan Ave ecrndor akng
the Penn Central nght of way from a Ford
plant in Wayne to Cass Avenze. a dutance
cf 186 rmlea Lo be covered v 30 munules
wih 14 stops

3 In the Gratot comndor. folowng
Woodward to East Grand Bivd. then fok
lowing the rad tracks to 12 Mile and Groes-
beck Highway in Macomb County. some
135 miles 11 20 munules with 19 stops

THE “LIGHT RAIL™ system preposed
by the road commussions would consist of
single cars rather than trans. atthough
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two cars could be coupled as demand ce-
veloped

“All three Lght rad Lnes tie tao a cen-
tral business district loop in downtown De-
troit to distnbute and collect passengers at
eight converuently located stops dunag the
tminyte curont.” sad Grubba

“Since this downtown Detrod loop 15
nearly Wentical o the route proposed by
SEMTA for a ‘people mover.” commuters
could enjy the same conversence without
having to transer from thewr commuter ve-
hicle

This ight rad loop downtown could be
construcied for less than # million. com-
pared 1o the $83 million people mover that
is a pet projct of Detron Mayor Coieman

A Young .

THE ROAD officials 53 they began
their planning work with an origin and des-
tnation survey 1n late Scptember and
early Octaber. This 1s about the same time
SEMTA was making its “prel:minary pro-
posal” to UMTA for 8630 miikion tn federal
funds

That survey was made by Market Opi-
wn Research, the eleclion polling lirm that
works for The Detrowt News

The actual transit plan was developed by
Transportation Planning Associates, head.
o4 by Russell Thielman of Bloomfield
tlls

This prompted SEMTA board member
Manlyn Thayer of Aan Arbor to say she
was “offended 1o have this come so Late™
n SEMTA’s own altemalives analysus of
transit rotes and hardware

Alter the mecting. Mrs Thayer also
snapped: “Have you ever heard of an on-
g and destination suney conducted m
1wo weeks?”

Bianco sad SEMTA's own analyss i
cons:denng every kind of hardware pro-
posed by the road commussions
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DOWNTOWN DIRMINGHAM + 115 W. Maplo » Phone 616-8431
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SOMERSET MALL

Adolfo has changed his clientele, but not his good
design. In the 50 and 60, Adolto made annter-
nattonal reputation as a nulliner ol unrivalled ex-
cellence. Then he hranded out into couture, and
hinalily he emerges as 2 menswear
designer af the highest status. The Took 1 put 10+

- presto

goether with unseltconscnus caser impeccable,
elegant, Furopean, but never straned or extravag-
ant. His swits are here now, and we think you’ll
enoy seeing them, They tealfin chace woolens,
from 250t $275

THE BOARDROOM

FAIRLANE CENTER (INSIDE HUGHES & HATCHER) :
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