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County road commissions

spring surprise on SEMTA G [

By TIM RICHARD

Two motives are betund (e Wayne .m
Cakland County Road Commussions’
posal that » “light rail” ln:su:)smbt
Bl in the tncourty area rather than the
more expensive and heavy rapd rad sy3-
tera viswalzed for Detroit by federal and
repanal officials

The road commssions Tuesday unveded
terr aliematye suggeston (o a skepcal.
almost hostile board of the Southeastern
Michigan Transportation Awthonty (SEM-
TA)

The diferences betseen the two road
commissions plan and the SEMTA plan
are more than fast the kind of hardware.
fx they refiect fundamentally diferent
views about the fture of the ncounty
ara kauwn 23 mctropoliza Detroit

10 the words of John

ONE MOTIVE,

e r0ad agencics are umwd about e
et o a regonal ranst system on
road heeds.

fa plan words, the SEMTA plan will
and the road comrassions’
o teothurds as much
The ddlerence would represent a loss of
road funds and power (o the 1oad ComTis
x.3 The ruad agencics dont try to tede
ter fear of thal prospect.

THE OTHER matie 13 tat the road
d decline 1
peplaton i

s
Detreit proper
Crubba accused SEMTA and ity parernt

of - ratien
tr a bghlevel tran-
by exaggerat

alsyste

where 90 per cent of SEMTA'S pew transit
dollary

would go.

In additon. SEMTA board member Jo-
seph P. Buanco Jr. of Bloomfield Hills saw
2 polial mativation in the road commus-
sons’ 1ith haur proposal “Theyre fosing
work The Wayne County Rosd Comumus-
mon has many rs and engineers on
s payroll with nothing to do.

THOMAS O'ROLRKE. managng direc-
tor of the Wayne County Road Comsmussion
(WCRC). dusclasmed any interest in “ob-
strcting” SEMTA's plans, adding

“We have 0o wtention of operating thus
or any other public transit system and, giv-
@ a choce. would prefer not Lo,

But the road commussions asked that
SEMTA farward their plans 1o UMTA. the.
{ederal Urban Masy Transit Admunis.
tration, for review

Antiapating the charge they woud be
considered gulty of pokung their noses into
SEMTA's business. WCRC (hairman Fi
e Burton noted his agency has long epu
ated Detrot Metropolitan Airport and w:il
3000 take over Willow Run Airport from
te Unvernty of Mctugan

John Gnau Jr. of West Bloomfield.
wicecharman of the OCKC, noted that
both federal and stale hughway agencies
have expanded thew interests isto (he
troad field of transportation

THE GLTS of the road com
psal s that SEMTA drop ats
proposal” for two rapid transit s
ng 20 rules from downtown Detrodt to
Eaght Mue. one 1n the Woodward corndor
and one 1n the Grauowt cornder

Instead, they proposed three light rad
Lnes totaling 58 2 miles runmung 1n exstng
cairoad or public rights of way

1 ln the Woodward corndor alongnide
the Grand Trunk Western Ralway tracks
from Reraissance Center to Pontiac. a dis-
tance of 25 1 miles to be covered 11 39 mun.
ues with 20 stof

2 In the Michigan Ave. corndor along
the Penn Centrai nght of way {rom a Ford
plant 1n Wayne to Cass Avenwe, a distance
o 186 l'\dz! o be covered 1n 30 niru'ﬂ

with 1 5%

3 In e Grauot corm

N

Woodward to East Grand Bivd . then fol-
lowing the raul tracks to 12 Mele and Groes-
beck Highuay in Macomd County, some
135 miles 1n 20 munutes with 10 stops.

THE “LIGHT RAIL" system proposed
by the road commussions would consust of
urgle crs rather than trains, although
two cars could be coupled as demand de-
veloped.

“All three Light rail knes te wnto a cen-
tral business district loop 1n downtown De-
troit to distribute and collect passengers at
erght comveniently located stops during the
1l-munte arcut.” said Grubba,

“Since tus downtown Detroil kop 13
nearly identical to the route proposed by
SEMTA for a ‘people mover.’ commuters
could enpoy the 3ame conyeraence without
having to transfer (rom their commuter ve-
[

Thus Light raul loop downlown could be
constructed for less than 4 mullion. com-
pared to the $53 million people moyer that
13 2 pet project of Detrott Mayor Colerman
A Youg

THE ROAD oflicials said they began
their planning work with an origin and des-
tnation survey i lale September and
early October This 13 about the same ume
SEMTA was making its “prelim:nary pro-
pasal " to UMTA for $600 mullion in federal
funds

That swvey was made by Market Opio-
1on Research, the election polling firm that
works for The Detrot News

The actual transit plan was developed by
Transportation Planning Assocuates. head-
od by Russell Thictman of Bloomsfield
thlls.

This prompled SEMTA board mermber
Manlyn Thayer of Arn Arber 10 say she
a3 “‘offended to have this come 50 late
in SEMTA'S own alternatives analysis of
transt rodtes and hardware,

Aller the mecting. Mrs Thayer also
smapped. “Have you ever heard of an on
©n and desunation survey conducted i
wo weeks®

Bianco said SEMTA's own analysis 13
considering every kind of hardware pro-
posed by the road commissions
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OLYMPIA STADIUN
Tues. Dec. 28-6:00 P.M. Wed., Dec. 29-5:00P.M.
Double Header Each Night

5920 Grond River, Detroit, MI 48208
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MAIL EARLY FOR THE BEST SEATS!!
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 28, 1976 — 6:00 P.M.

ENCLOSED FIND . TICKETS AT $6.00
. TICKETS AT $5.00
TICKETS AT $4.00

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 29, 1976 — 5:00 P.M.

ENCLOSED FIND FOR L . TICKETS AT $6.00
TICKETS AT $5.00
TICKETS AT $4.00

i ORDER.NG FOR BOTH N:GHTS ENTER TCTAL HERE §
NAME .
ADDRESS .
ary ...

TICKETS AI.‘SO AVAILABLE AT OLYMPIA, ALL MONTGOMERY WARD ST‘ORES
AND OLYMPIA TRAVEL (MAPLE AT LAHSER) BIRMINGHAM.
CALL 895-7000 FOR TICKET AND GROUP SALES INFORMATION.

furnishings and

sportswear

a group of dress shirts
in fine fabrics, including
some by A. Sulka,
now just

8% - 18%®

neckwear by important

" designers, mostly pure

silks, regularly $12 to
$20, now

7% 12%

imported and famous
maker sport shirts in

distinctive patterns and
solids, were $20-$35

substantial reductions

suits by DAKS: one of

a group of luxurious,  suits and sport coats

128 - 19%

sportswear by Jones/New
York: blazers, vests,

on a group of suits and

the most celebrated

beautifully tailored  from our Pierre Cardin

slacks in wool flannels

sport coats by Yves St.
Laurent, now marked
at

79% & 139%

collection, all in trim
European cuts, sale
priced from

898 . 139%

suits and sport coats by
H. Freeman & Sons,
now marked at

139%. 239%

British tailoring houses,
now at substantial
price reductions, from

159%

and velveteens, etc., now

1/:; off

Unusually low prices on suits and sport
coats cut in the European manner by a
celebrated French designer. The sport
coats are now clearance priced from
79.85, and the suits from 139.85. In 3
selected group.

Suits 1n the Enghsh cut, fastidiously
talored by one of the best British
makers. They're all in unusually
tuxurious woolens, 11 a variety of styles,
patterns, shades. Very speaially priced
| dunng this clearance from 159.85.

Important price reduttions on some ot The elegant European cut at its best
the tinest suits and sport coats you'll Piecre Cardo virtually created i, and
find anywhere, They‘re all tlored in you can buy it now at dearance paces

furunious waob wonsteds, i it patterns - Choose from a vanety of choice fabaes,

i subtle patterns and in solid shades. (n
aselected group

and solid shades. The sport coats are
now from 13985, the suts from 19985
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