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' LOUISE SNIDER

‘Star’ close-ups
are all Barbra

“A Star Is Born™ (R) contains enough close-ups, medium
close-ups and extra close-ups of Barbra Streisand to satisfy
the most devoted fan for tae next 17 years, and then some.

In addition to the famous Streisand profile, there also are
numerous shots of the Streisand bosom, pendulous, and the
Streisand buttocks, “cute™ they tell us several times in the
movie.

While, God knows, Bzrbra worked hard on this picture as
executive producer, overseeing everything and everyone, if
she demanded so much camera time as leading lady, perhaps
she should have spend an hour a day at Vie Tanny's. The pud-
giness under her chin and around her shoulders make her
look like an inflated rubber doll.

At the lean extreme is Kris Kristofferson, who drapes his
maniy body around the centours of a guitar, or occasionally,
Barbra. His favorite prop, howerer, is either a beer can or a
whiskey bottle. He clutces one or the other throughout most
of the movie, as if he would lose his balance without it.

THIS 1S DONE to help even the most backward audience
grasp that Kristofferson is playing an alcoholic. With his
dingy clothes, his umkempt hair and beard and his constant
guzzling, one is grataful that the movies haven't perfected
smell-o-vision.

Ms. Streisand’s wanirobe is a mixed lot, reputedly from
ber own closet. The costumes range from harem finery to Sal-
vation Armyu basic to Louis the Hatter. Someone muhnt
make up her mind here.

What do Streisand and Kristofferson have.dn common
with Judy Garland and James Mason? Not much, except that

“A Star Is Bom" is the fourth remake of a movie that was
last brought to the scrzen in 1953 with Garland and Mason
plaving the leads.

Briefly, the original story is that of an aspiring actress

' who is discovered and nurtured by an actor who's already

been a star. He's been dnnkmg for years, and his career is
starting to falter. They fall in love, marry, and he is respon-
sible for her initial devzlopment and success as an actress.

As she acheives stardom, his career skids to oblivion. He
realizes thal he’s become a handicap to her, so he removes
‘Rimself from her life. The final scene shows her bravely fac-
ing an audience in the best “show must-go-on" tradition.

IN THIS NEWEST versition, the general storyline is the
same, but the principa's have been changed from movie stars
to rock stars. The transposition from the Hollywood mileau to
the rock concert circuit was a good idea that gives the movie
a more contemporary throust, but it's the only good idea in
this new production.

Streisand doen't evince the poignancy that Garland did,
schmaltzy though thst production was. and Kristofferson

can't effect a drunk who also elicits some sympathy or shows
some dignity the way Mason did.

The shallowness of plot and character development
lezves us with the music—which ranges from mediocre to
very good. All the creative energy seems to have been di-
rected toward the concert scenes; everything else falls flat in
comparison.

Unfortunately, the evening I saw this movie, one reel had
a defunct sound track. But even when thd “good" reels were
rolling, the sound track wasn't that good, particularly in the
first half,

Frankly, this is 2 dumb movie. It was dumb when Mason
and Garland played it in 1953, but we had Mason's crisp ac-
cent and Garland's pathos to entertain us. It was dumb when
P‘rednc Man:h and Janet Gaynor played it in 1937 but during

ars, was

IT WAS DUMB when George Cukor first directed it in
1951 (called “What Price Hollywood?"), but at least then it
was novel. And if someone ever pmduc&s a fifth remake, it
will still be a dumb movie.

I just wonder why anyone wanted to bother with a re-
make at all. The procucers may have been inspired by the
original theme of “A Star Is Born,” bit with a few more
changes, they could have freed themselves from the old mold
and struck out in more intevesting directions.

In “Nashville,” director Robert Altman not enly gave us
, great sound, but he >aptured the tempo and tenor of the au-
* diences, the performers and the machinations of the world of
country and western niusic. Further, he manged to tie # in
with a larger, more significant, theme.

Maybe, just maybe, Streisand and company could have
done sometiing like this for rock music—bolder and more
imaginative. But they seitled for the fourth remake—a casse-
role of leftovers that werent very good to begin with,

GLIMPSE’.S

NEW RELEASES

THE INFORCER (R). Vlnlxnce and gun phy in the “Dirty Ha
manner as Clint Eastwood shoots wnnnurm lganr;yh
San Francisco in_this mrd film in the seri

KING KONG (PG). The big .2pe i3 back again whh hb same old de-
strutive but sensitive pesonality. Jessica Large phy: the love
in biS life. Revised version with some tonguedn-chee! dialogue.

NETWORK (R). Fierce salire atiacking the lekvmlon industry and
mass media generally. Tep performances by Peter Finch, Faye
fl|)m:way and William Hw)ldm in fast-paced, grimly humorous

ICKELODEON (PG). Director Bogdanovich -recalls he madcap
earlv days of movie making. Ryan and Tatum O'Neal, Burt Rey
hn: . Stefla Stevem and Jane Hitcheock survive the perlls and

THE PINX PANTHER STRIKES AGAIN (P5). More clowning whh
Inspector Clouseau (Pehr Seneril who fumbles his way to vic-
tory. This time against the demented ex-chie! r who
would destroy the world unless hie's given Clousesu; dead or alive.

THE SEVEN PER CENT SOLUTION (PG). Sheriock Holmes and Sig-
mund Freud foin forces, bit the resuk is'lass than stimulating.
However, location photography in Vienna -mmowmn per-
formance as Dr. Watson. dre excellent.

mh;l?mv DA. (ﬂ] K m\lre looking fof & “G fim, this i
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VER STREAK (PG). e Wider, Richard Pryor, Patrick
McGoohan and Jiit (XM'I ‘make tracks in tls comedy<hriller
about ‘murder and mayhem on a train, and sometimes off.

" James (Simon Williams, left) runs for Parliament and his stepmother (Hannah Gordon) and father
(David Langton] actively support his candidacy in the second episode of “Upstairs, Downstairs.”

‘Upstairs, Downstairs” returns

The internationally successful pub-
lic TV series "Upstairs, Downstairs"
returns for its fourth and last season
Sunday, Jan. 16, at 9 p.m. on Channel
6.

The 16 new episodes are set in the
wild and crazy twenties and will air
in successive weeks in the same Sun-
day time slot,

In the opening show it is July 1919,
and the Bellamy household is in a sub-
dued state of shock after the Great
War, Upstairs, Lord Bellamy (played
by David Langton) is newly married,
James Bellamy (played by Simon Wil-
liams) has become sobered by his
war experiences and Georgina Wor-
sely (played by Lesley-Anne Down)

has grown from an awkward Leenager
into a Young beauty.

Downstairs, the head butler Hudson
(played by Gordon Jackson) and the
cook Mrs. Bridges (played by the late
Angela Baddeley) are familiar but
aging figures. Rose (played by Jean
Marsh) is now promoted to Lady Vir-
ginia Bellamy's’ personal maid.

IN THE COMING instaliments, the
residents of 165 Eaton Place come to
grips with the permissive jawx age,
the growing technology and the winds
of social change. Historian Alistair
Cooke introduces each episode, put-
ting it in its historical context.

The closing season of ‘‘Upstairs,

Downstairs™ has been stretched from
the usual 13 installments to 16 bring-
ing the series to a suitably powerful
conclusion.

The Bellamys and their servants
have progressed in dramatic chronolo-
gy from the very first story, which
was aired four years ago and set in
1903. The final scenes of the 68th and

last episode are played out on a chiily
London day in the winter of 1929, Ap-
propriately. Rose has the last few min-
utes to herself. .

Jean Marsh and fellow actress Eir
leen Atkins originated the idea for the
series which is watched by 300 million’
people in more than 30 countries and
has won six Emmys.

How to send news items

Ethel Simmons is entertainmant
editor for the Observer & Eccentric
newupapers.

News releases, phatos or other infor-
mation on theater, movis, night life
and restaurants can be mailed to Ms.

Simmons at the Observer & Eceentric,
1225 Bowers, Birmingham 48012, or de-
livered to any office of the Observer &
Eccentric.

The Birmingham office can be
reached by phone at 644-1100.
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U.S.S.R.
SPARTAK

Team

the Finest in Chinese
& Amarican Cuisine

644-2913'
Hon.. Thun,l 0p.
12npm © Son. 12-10 pu,

Garden

469 S. Woodward, B'ham.
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Serving these peedies for 35 yaors

Through New Yeor's Eve
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('—'SOMETH.‘NG OLDTTT

998 W. Huron 681-2161
¥ bik. W, of TebHoron Canter, 3 bl S. of Portioe Mall

Bd:ySpunRRx « our own onion rings . . .
emonlonm‘ l'nplhdu short ribs . .

. chicken.. fiver ‘n onfons . .
fresh fish - « shrimp saloads . . . roast duckding.

_ Piono eatertainmnt by VIVIAN SCOTT

MEW YEAR'S EVE: No Reservatiom, No
Cover, No Minimum ¢ Spend All You Want!

The Deron stop i pﬂﬂ oo
United Sttes tur ot il nd

5600 DRAKE HUAD al

(Im:lZ mllas wed v!Orchud Lake Road) 555 -2770

Goen 7 Oays & aack Sun_neon-1 :

ABuLr o &ca SPVLE DANGING BY PAUL CHRISY, Erey e o Dunca Lesson by DEBDIE n
pm: Srurigay Fashan Show by Lec Shat ot 1536 B

Biiness Men Loniheons asty N

Favors-onty $5.00 per persan.

The current U.S.S.R. Chomp-
ions, Spartok will bo led by
Soviet members Zinger,
Korotor, Kulikov, Fjordorov,
" cnd Golikov from the recent
Canoda Cup Series. Hoving de-
feated The Red Army and The

of Soviet for the Russion
Charpionitip, Spartak wil
disciphine and
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OLYMPIA STADIUM
FRI. JANUARY 7

WALNUT LAKE ROAD =

How Dimior memy nghty and 353

TEAM
MICHIGAN

Comprised of All-Stars from the
Great Lakes Junior “A” Hockey
League, Team Michigan willice
an almost all Nichgan lioe-up.
Re"ese«unmfrm the Dem:ﬂ
Junioe Wings, the Fraser High-
Tanders, e Paddok Pools
Saints, the Wayne Americons
end(MClemlmdjunu Borom
will mcke up the squad. -l
Coaches inche Skoets Harric .
son of the Junior Wings, Mike -
Kessler of Froser ond Bill Hossler
of the Scints.

TICKETS: $7.00 — Promenade, Lower Arena, Boxes :Reserved)

$6.00 — Upper Arena (Reserved)
$4,00 — Mezzanine (General Admission)

. TICKET OUTLETS: Olympia Box Office, Olympia Travel (Magle at Lahser) in Birminghom and ull
Mentgomery Werd stores.

SPECIAL GROUP DISCOUNTS
call Olympia Group Sales at 895-7000
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Mail orders to:
SPARTAK VS. TEAM MICHIGAN
Olympia, 5920 Gran| River, Detroit, Mnchngan, 48208,
Please enclose seif-addressed stamped envel




