Survey finds abuse

‘Absentee ballots can be costly

By TIM RIC
(First of two mles)

Michigan cities and townships are
paying a tremendous price for laws
that have. liberalized the granting of
absentee- ballots.

A survey of Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers cemmuaities in Oakland
County revealed that between seven

d 20 per ~ent'of voters were taking
advantagerof absentee voting privi-
leges. sometimes improperly.

Basically. three kinds of persons
may- use absentee voters (AV) bal-
lots: Those who are ill’ cr disabled;
those who, are age 60 or older; and
those who “expecl" to be out of tovm.

In some communities, “the word”
apparently got around that all vou
had to do was say. I expect to be out
of town.” N

The evidence is clear that many per-
sons are taking advantage of AV bal-
lots in November presidedtial elec-
tions to beat standing in long lines at
the polls.

THE HIGH COST of AV voting is ap-
parent in several- ways:

oIt simpiy costs clerks more to
process AV ballots. Estimates range
from $1.25 to $11 per ballot. with an
average of about $1, compared to a
hali-doflar-or less for a machine vote.

*AV ballots are cast on paper, ard

so there is more room for human
error. Elections in the neighboring 2d
Congressional District and in Canton
Township of Wayne County were
badly snarled because of recounts n-
volving large numbers of paper AV
ballots.

*Michigan is losing the advantages
of machine ballot technology when
vast proporticns of voters.use AV
paper ballots.

SOME OF THE MORE affluent sub-
whs reported the highest rate of AV
ballot use in the Nov. 2 presidential
election.

Lathrup Village had 527 AV ballots
of 2,742 cast, or 192 per cent

Bloomfield Township found 4:134 of
its 24,290 votes, or 17 per cent, cast
AV

doubted this had much effect.
Canton Township was an unusual
case. The slate of Supervisor Robert
Greenstein, defeatzd in the August
Democratic primary, staged a write-
in campaign; and the eas’est way to
do that is by using paper AV ballots.
Greenstein lost in a close vote, but
he was unable to get a reccunt of AV
botes. It seems that 15 roll workers in
the AV “precinct” voted directly on
the machines, and so the number of
votes there was 15 greater than the
number of paper AV ballots.

RFECTLY CLEAR that the
ivation for use of AV ballots
was ts beat long lines at the polls.

us much as three hours in Troy. A typ-
ical wait was about one

‘Township,
the villages of Beverly Hills,
Farms and Frar'ls, counted 1431
AVs, or 15.1 per cen. of the 9,481 bal-
lots cast.

The City of Southfield was on the
median: 4233 AVs of 33,427 votes {or
127 per cent. -

The high rate of AVs may have
been affected by candidates who print-
ed AV applications and sent them to
senior citizens. James Burdick, Re-
publican candidate in the 17th Congres-
sional District, did that, as did- other

ham

hour.

Considering that an informed voter
can’get the job done in a minute, 60
minutes of waiting for a minute of vot-
ing seems to strike many voters as in-
efficient

In Avon Township. the proportion
using AV ballots jumped from four
per cent in the August primary te 8.6
in November.

Bloomfield Township's AV turnout
leaped from 6.7 per cent in August to
17 in November.

Lathrup Village went from seven

per cent in August to 19.21 in Novem-

Rochester recorded 8.5 per cent in
August and 11 per cent in November.

" The City of Southfield's proportion '

more than doubled—{rom 52 per cent -
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in August to 127 in South-
field Township went frem 65 to 151
per cent, also more than doubling the
proportion of AVs.

‘Troy's medest_ increase was from
446 per cent'AV in August to 7.34 per
cent in November.

In the May presidential primary,
AV usage was typically about three
per cent,

Vacations don't “account for many
AVs because morg persons vacation
in August than in November. Business
trips can't possibly be four times
more numerpus in November as they
are in May. The number of senior citi-
zens didn't rise that suddenly.

The only possible_reason is that
many voters—both those with legiti-
mate excuses and the plain lazy—de-
cided to take advantage of AV ballots
to avoid the long lines.

(Next: What can be done about
abuse of the AV ballot and long lines
at the polls? The election clerks have
some strong ideas.)
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GOP candidates. But some clerks

Economist
says tax cut
inefficient way
to create jobs

Using tax cuts to create jobs will cost
the government about six times as much
per job created than would an expanded
public employment program, according to
the chairman of the National Council on
Employment Policy (NCEP).

Michigan State University Prof. Charles
Killingsworth recently presented the
NCEP's plan for reducing unemployment
by direct creation of jobs.

NCEP is a non-profit erganization of col-

. lege teachers who have a special interest
in manpower programs and policy. It is
funded by the U.S, Department of Labor
and the Ford Faindation.

IF NCEP'S PLAN is adopted, the econo-
¢ mist said, it “would bring us within strik-
© ing distance of Presidertelect Carter's
goal" o reduce the national unemploy-
ment rzte by 15 per cent in 1977.
The plan calis for expanding the present
public employment program to provide a 4
minimum of one million jobs (about
650,000 above the present level), at an in-
itial cost of about $5 billion per yoar,

““This single action would reduce the na-
tional unemplyment rate lo seven per cent
or less within six months,” Killingsworth
said.

Furthermore, NCEP recommends that
2 billion be added to the public works pro-
gram, which woyld initially create another
112,000 to 140, new jobs within 12
months,

“The indirect effects of this expenditure
would create an approximately equal non-
bér of jobs, for a total of roughly 250,000
jobs,” Killingsworth said.

In addition, the council recommends ex-

g manpower (raining funds by at
least §1 bilion with part of the sum going
toward on-the-job training in private
firms,

FINALLY, KILLINGSWORTH said, a
tax cut of modest size might be corsidered -
in addition to the ofher increases in ex-
penditures,

Any tax cut must be justified, however,
on grounds other than its direct job-creat-
ing effects, Killingsworth maintained,
pointing out weaknesses of using tax-cut- '
ting alone to reducé unemployment.
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In addition 19 its excessive cost, he said,
the direct benefits of a tax cut are oot
likely to go to the geographical regions
and the labor force groups most adversely
affected hy unemployment and under-
employment.

' The new Bloomfield Vic Tanny Executive Health &
Racquet Club. Starting January 14th, enjoy the peerless
- facilities of the most complete: health & racquet club
ever. Jog on a 1/16 mile banlied track. Swim in the
garden atmosphere of the olympic size pool. Relax
in the soothing whirlpool bath. Take in some steain,
try the sauna...exercise in plush, thickly carpeted
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THE INITIAL BENEFTTS of tax ous
obvigusly go only to those who pay federal
fncome taxes—and this is mainly those
who already have jobs,” Killingsworth ,

said.
Also, the NCEP chairman added, it isn't
likely that Congress could complete legisls-
, tive action ¢n a tax-<cut proposal quickly.
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