State law gives handicapped
an early breal in pre-school

8y DARLENE STINSON

A yellow burlap sign hangs fromsthe
ceiling of Farrand Elementary
School’s northwest wing.

“Infant and Preschool Special Edu-
cation Program™ the sign shouts in
bold black letters.

Beyond are classrooms equipped
«with play pens, cribs and toddler toys.
-where preschoolers and even babies
under one year old play and chatter

~each week.

The classrooms in the special educa-

sters from the day they are born to
their 25th birthday.

“THE PURPOSE of this program is
to provide instruction to parents to en-
able them to work better with the
child,” Mrs. Nutter explained. “We
work through the parent to the child.
By getting the child early. we hope-
fully can prepare him for school and
change his future outlook.”

Children enrobled in the Farrand pro-

gran range in age from 10 months to
fre years old. Most suffer from phys-

tion wing of the Plymouth y
school are devoted to the education of
children. ages one day to five years
old. whose lives are complicated by
mental. physical cr emotional handi-
caps.

Before the Michigan Mandatory Spe-~

cial Education Act became effective in
1973, handicapped preschoolers were
offered no special educatior. opportu-
nities.

As a result. says Mary Nutter, super-
visor of the preschool program housed

“in Farrand, parents of many handi-
capped children were unable to give
the special attention required for their
child’s development.

A parent of a child who cannot walk,
for example. should continually bring
the toys and materials needed for men-
tal stimulation to the child. Mrs. Nut-
ter explained. If the parent doesn'.
secondary learning disabilities. caused
as a side effect of the originai handi-
cap. could set in and damage the
child’s .future learning potential.

But because of the Michigan Manda-
tory Special Educatior Act, dangers of

ical i or speéeh i
and a few are mentally impaired.

The 36 children cQrrently enrolted in
the program are divided into two
groups.

Fourteen preschoolers and their par-
ents come to Farrand's special educa-
tion wing one or lwo mornings each
week to receive individualized instrue-
tion and evalvation.

The remaining 22 children are en-
rolled in the center’s home study pro-
gram. A teacher travels io the child’s
home one day each week and shows
the parent how to best deal with the
child's handicap and offer him the
stimulation he needs.

In addition, program staffers discuss
the children's handicaps. Staff mem-
bers tell parents of-the special equip-
ment, such as wheelchairs or crutchzs
that their children need as well as the
toys that will stimulate the pre-
schoolers’ imaginations.

Information on specific handicaps
and the possibfe physical side efects
the handicap could produce are avail-
able, in the center's library.

“The program gives parents a
chance totatk about and share their
common problems,” Mrs. Nutter ex-
plainea. “What's it like to have a phys-
jcally impaired baby? A doctor often
diagnoses the the problem, tells the
parents and leaves. We show the par-
ent how to deal with the problem.”

Mrs. Nutter calls the program
“‘cross-categorical” because it offers

Board eyes Ten Mile

iContinued from pege 14)

it resisted making a firm recommen-
dation. .

Instead, it asked the board to look
into all possible uses of school build-
ings in the northern portion of the dis-
trict. The recommendation included
Fairview and Eagle.

1f it is decided that Eagle would be
closed, the transfer of its orthopedic
rooms would cost aboul $160,000. A
portion of this. amounting to about
§15.000, could be obtained from Oak-
land County. accerding to the force.

If the board decides to close Eagle
Elementary. boundaries would have
o change.

Students would be sent to Fairview.
Highmeadow and Kenbrook schoels.

In addition to the relocating of the
orthopedic rooms, Fairview's music
or resource room would have to be
used to accommadate the expected in-
crease in enroliment.

Highmeadow's special education
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educational opportunities to children
with a variety of physical, mental and
emotional handicaps.
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The program’s 13-member staff in-
cludes a psychologis'. a nurse, 2
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as certified special education teach-
ers.
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INVITES OUR CUSTOMERS TO
OUR FANTASTIC WINTER CLEARANCE

room wou'd have to be relocated for
the same reason.

IF THE BOARD DECIDES TO o brunch <« Pieme Condh
close Fairview, Eagle would be ex- .S;I‘“?‘ ierre Cerdin
pected to -ake up some of the excess o phriner  Hush Puppy
student population. . Freeman * Verd

Kenbrook and Highmeadow schools Vim. Joyce * Imports

9 Volare and others

would receive Fairview students. also.
under the force's plan.

In considering which schools to
close, the force took into account the
location of the building, ils age. the
number of students which would be af-
fected and the cost of transporting
those child ren to another facility.

HOW IN PROGRESS
20% to 40% OFF
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NEW ORLEANS MALL at 10 MILE & GREENFIELD

In transporting the students. the
force was carcful to avoid sending
children across busy streets on foot.
Mon., Thurs,, Fri. --9:30 -8:30 Tues., Wed., Sat --9:30 -6:00
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— THANK YOU ... ALAN & BRIAN,

They als> considered the affects of
too frequent transfers on students and
tried to avoid breaking up friendship
patterns.

harmful side effects are
eased. The law requires local- school
districts to offer special education op-
portunities to all handiccpped young-

Students win ensemble seats

You should hear what people say about Bill Knapp’s.

Beth Knighton and
Marianne LaVere, of
Farmington, have been
chosen to be in the Uni-
versity of Michigan
Youth Band Wind En-
semble.

The ensemble was or-
ganized in 1973 to pro-
vide a broad and stim:-
lating musical expe-
rience for musically tal-
ented high school aged
youth.

The youth band wind
ensemble rehearses
every Saturday morning
throghout the academic
year on the University
of Michigan campus
under the direction of
Professor Thomas Dvo-
rak. High school -stu-
dents come from approx-
imatley 35 schools in
more than 25 cities
throughout Michigan to
perform each Saturday.

‘Mempbership in the en-
semble is open by audi-
tion only to students who
are recommended by
their school music direc-
tors and who are cur-
renlly enrotied in grades
912

Besides plavmg op-
portunities in chamber
wind groups and large

Lambert is
associate

Wayne Lambert, 25503
Lyncastle, Farmington,
has been made a senior
associate in Albert Kahn
Associates, Inc., archi-

“ fects and engineers.

A graduate of the Uni-
versity of Michigan's
School of business admin-
istration and a certified
public accountant, Lam-
bert joined the Kahn or-
ganization in 1967 as its
controller. Formerly, he
was account manager
with Arthur Andersen &
Company.

band, youth band mem-
bers receive group mas-
ter classes in in-
strumental performance
from graduate students
and faculty at the Uni-
versity of Michigan
School of Music.

A broad scholarship
program invelving ad-
vanced study at Inter-

_lochen and the Univer-

sity of Michigan, is also
a part of the growing op-
portunities for youth in
the ensemble.
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’E‘Jhen come to our new place in [Farmington Hills.

¢ The Bill Knapp's concept is
one that's long overdue. A
good family restaurant that
hasnt spent a lot of money on
frills. Instead they spend their
money on service, on
educating and training
their people. The
prices are fair,

the food is excellent:,
What more can
| say?99 i

€€ This is a better hamburger %) €
than a normal run of the mill hamburger. i
| ike it because it's juicy. 73

& Best soup I've ever had. Better
than I make athome. That kind you
cantgetoutofacan.?3

€€ Theyve got this special
dessert here with chocolate
cake, ice cream, hot
fudge sauce and
whipped cream. That's
my favorite. | come
here for that

after shopping.
Ruins the diet but
it's delicious! 33

& We cant get our boy to
eat at home but he eats
¢ood here. 73

£t Ive eaten in probably
every branch of Bill Knapp's

£&Ham Croquettes is my favorite . . .

F . S i that they've opened. |
Chicken is my favorite . . . travel a lot and the food is
F!sh is my favorite . . . always very, very excellent.
I just like to eat here 39 And the service exceptional.

) . . You can get just about
66 It's nice to sit down with a cup of a’]yt‘hinggyod want. 3y

coffee and look over the menu. And
relax. This is a lot more relaxing. 33




