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Farmington awarded grant for DPW additions

The city of Farmington emerged as
a $1.2 million’ winner in this year's
bids for money under the federal gov-
ernment’s local public works capital
development and investment program
grant.

‘The money will be used to improve
the city's department of public works
facilities on Nine Mile. A new salt
storage building, police firearms train-
ing range and a fire training tower
will be constructed on the property.

The grant came as a pleasant sur-
prise to city officials who were skepti-

'C’Ville asks for 5 mill renewal
and a 3 mill increase on jJan. 17

Clarenceville School district offi-
cials will launch its information cam-
paign this week to tell voters about
two millage proposals on the special
election ballot for Monday, Jan. 17.

Four informational meetings will be
held, siarting tonight, and continuing
through Thursday, Jan. 13, to inform
voters about the millage renewal and
tax increase proposals.

The school board and adminis-
tration are asking voters to renew an
existing five mills ($5 per $1,000 of
state equalized valuation) levy for (0
years and increase the maximum rate
by three mills ($3 per $1.000 for five
years,

Both millages are needed, the ad-
ministration said, to continue the exist-
ing level of programs and services for
the school year starting next fall.

cal about their chances to collect the
federal money.

“When we were working on the ap-
plication, 1 felt that perhaps we were
throwing good money after bad,” con-
fessed Mayoir John Richardson.

City Mgr. Robert Deadman took a
more hopelul view. “When we sub-
mitted the grant application, I felt we
had as good a chance as anyone to
gel it," he said.

Now that the government has noti-
fied the city of its decision, local ad-
ministrators are faced with a March

The administration, in a newsletter
scheduled for mailing this week, also
pointed out that the district hasnt
boen asked to boost is millage rate
since 1969,

‘The present rate is 33.9 mills ($33.90
per $1,000) for operations and approv-
al of the venewal and increase on Jan.
17 would boost that rate to 36.9 mills.

THE FOUR INFORMATIONAL
meetings are scheduled for 8 p.m.
tonight (Thursday) al Botsford
School, 19515 Lathers; next Tuesday,
Jan. 11 at Grandview School, 19814
Louise, both in Livonia; Edgewood
School, 21225 St. Francis, Farmington
Hills, and on Wednesday, Jan. 12, and
the school board office on Thursday,
Jan. 13, at 20830 Eight Mile, Farm-
ington Hills.
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23 deadline to get the project moving.

By that day, workma: should be on
the DPW site, under the terms of the
grant.

AS SOON AS the project starts,
Farmington will receive $600,000, half
of the total grant, from the federal
government.

The city has yet to pick a con-

tractor to oversee the construction of -

the building which was designed by
Farmington-based architects, Lane,
Riebe and Weiland.

The design of the improvements in-

The five mill renewal would contin-
ue to generate about $120,000 in oper-
ating revenues while the three mill in-
crease would result in another
$252,000 a year.

The administration said in its news-
letter that the board needs 45,075,000
next year to operate the same level of
school programs and services.

If the millage renewal and increase
are defeated, the board would be
forced to cut $672.000 in programs to
balance ‘he budget.

“Such a move would totally elimi-
nate many wonderful and necessary
educational programs in the distriet,”
the administration said.

School officials also poirited out that
the board has levied in the past only
the millage needed to balance the
budget and in some years levied a
rate less than the maximum allowed
by voters.
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‘Keep your fuel bills down
and comfort up

clude "a covered salt storage area
which will be added to the existing
DPW complex.

State law rejuires that the city
store its road salt in a covered area

The Farmington Public Safety De-
partment will gain an indoor firing
range and a fire training section.

Cu;"renlly, the police are using
Farmi Hills’ outdoor range for

to preveit the ion of drink-
ing water and the Killing of nearby ve-
getatior. \

In addition to the salt storage, the'
DPW cumplex will gain a fenced area
for impounded cars, a large item stor-
age, truck storuge, sign shop, flam-

practice.

The fire ‘raining section of the
DPW complex will contain moveable
walls,

The system will prevent trainees
from becoming accustomed to a

single pattem of doors and walls.

The $1.2 million which will go into
the project came out of a $200 million
fund which was made available to
cities. .

Money was awarded on a com-
petitive basis. Appfiéalinns were
given points based ort the city's
unemployment level. readiness to
begin the project and the applicablity
of the proposal to the community’s
master "plan.

mable liquid storage and conference
rooms.

THE DISTRICT’S officials also
noted that the operating costs contin-
ue to climb despite a drop in student
enrollments and faculty cuts.

In the past four years, the district's
budget has increased from 4.15 per
cent to 7.29 per cent a year. If the mil-
lage renewal and increase on the Jan.
17 ballot are approved, next year's
budget will increase an estimated 3.58
per cent. 1

The current student enroliment of
3,057 is expected to drop 12 per cent
in the next three vears, to 2,573. Most
of the decrease is expected in elemen-
tary grades, projected to drop from
the current 1508 to 12313 in three
years. Junior high classes are proj-
ected o go from the present 509 to 393
while the senior h'gh schoo! is sched-
uled to drop frorn 1,025 to 867.

You can also use our studios for FREE Practice Time

Want to play guitar?
ARNOLDI MUSIC is also offering §

rent one from us for $5 a month (2 mo. min.)

Have you ever wanted
to play the organ?

but you were afraid to try because
you just weren't sure you could do it?
Well now ARNOLDI MUSIC is offering

GROUP ORGAN LESSONS
for #2.00 per hour.

if you don’t have an Organ at home.

GROUP GUITAR LESSONS
for *2.00 per hour. [
f you don’t have a guitar you can

ENROLL NOW!

All our teachers are highly qualified!

CALL NOW FOR AVAILABLE TIMES 348.01'0

ARNOLDI Music co. &
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