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Better voting, shorter ballot

a
V
5 By TIM RICHARD

(Second of two articles)

‘An expectant mother standing in
Jine on election day in Troy began to
have Jabor pains.

< She. along with others who are phys-
ically infirm. could have voted by ab-
sentee ballot. |

*“I'd rather that people who have
a0y doubts about getting to the polls
vote by absentee than rot vote,” said
Troy Clerk Ken Courtney.

. Most city and fownship’ clerks and
political observers believe the elderly.
the disabled angfthose cut of town on
election day shpuld have the right to
use an absentee voter (AV)-ballot.

. But a survey by Observer & Eccen-
tric Newspapers reporiers and editors
shows clearly that use of the costly
AV ballot soars during ipresidential
elections. It has nothing *0 do with the
weather. vacations, the number of per-
sons age 60 or over or anything else in-
creasing. )

1t’s simply that the lines at the polls
are $o long.

City and township clerks in Oakland
County have a number of ideas about
tiow to shorten the lines. Their ideas
mnge from voters informing them-
selves better, to a shorter ballot. to
téchnical improvements in the con-
diict of elections. 3
Z“PEOPLE DON'T DO their home-
work.” said Southfield Township
Clerk Eleanor McGee in a comment
that was echoed repeatedly by clerks
yho saw voters take a long time in
the booths.

West Bloomfield Cleck Belty Sue
Dupree noted that state faw allows a
voter two minutés in the: booth. Al-
most everyone who clocked it knows
many voters took four to six minutes,
but there was no reported instance of
an election worker enforcing the two-
minute vule.

- Some clerks complained that
sample ballots weren't received in
time for voters to study them ade-
quately. But even when samples are

available, it's common for many
voters to wait until they get into the
baoth, then hunt for familiar or ethnic
names.

NEARLY EVERY clerk felt the bal-
lot was too long. People refer to the
November balloting as the “presiden-
tial” election, but there are many
other offices and proposals.

There are the U.S. senator, the U.S.
representative, the state representa-
tive, the count issioner, seven

How to shorten voting lines

are voting for anyway.” said Troy's
Ken Courtney. He referred to the Uni-
versity of Michigan Board of Regents,
the Michigan State University
trustees and the Wayne State Univer-
sity Board of Governors as well as
the State Board of Education.

That idea is far from new. The uni-
versities, however, have strong lob-
bies and alumni associations in the
legislature and would resist sich a

Ozkland County administrators (exec-
utive, shériff, presecutor, etc.), local
officials (in townships), State Board
of Education and the governing
boards of three universities—and
that's just the partisan ballot.

On the nonpartisan ballot are jus-
tices of the Michigan Supreme Court,
judges of the Court of Appeals, Oak-
land circuit judges (full term), Oak-
land circuit judges (partial terms)
and district judges. Lietroiters have it
even worse: Besides 2 long list of cir-
cuit and probate judges, they also
elect recorder’s judges and common
pleas judges.

Statewide. there were four ballot
proposals on such matters as non-re-
turnable boltles and graduated in-
come taxes. Local units may also
have ballot proposals. Again, Detroit-
ers had it rough with several city
«harter amendments znd a school mil-

age.

IDEAS FOR shortening the ballot
are many.

Elect nonpartisan axd township of-
fices in odd-numbered years, sugges-
ted Avon Clerk Thelma Spencer and
Blocmfield Township Clerk Deloris
Little,

Prohibit proposals in the presiden-
tial 2lectior, suggested Southfield City
Clerk Patrick Flannery. That idea has
little chance of success. however, be-
cause it would leave only primaries
and the once-in-four-years gubernato-
rial elections available for ballot pro-
posals.

“Some should be made appointive,
like the education offices—the ones
where people don't know whom they

,". keeping track of keys is a cinch
. with attractive aids like these. . .

+

Mirror key chain in a brown suede-lock
pouch. Mirror size, 2"'x4"W. $8

Initialed clear lucite keyring. All
initials except QU,X.Y,Z. 4.50

MICHIGAN USED to have a spring
election under the state constitution
that was in effect from 1908 to 1964.
Township offices, the supreme court,
educational posts and the state high-
way commissioner were elected then.

One reason it was eliminated was
that turnouts were so low. Democrats.
in particular, disliked that election be-
cause Democratic voters tend to have

a higher “fall-off” than Repulbican *

voters after the presidency is decided.
The recent tiff over the Democratic

. Party’s denying Chief Justice Thomas

G. Kavanaugh renomination started
talk of some system of appointing
Jjudges. But under the present system.
it’s the supreme court which decides
how to apportion the legislature when-
ever the apportionment commission
deadlocks (which it always does). Ma-
jority Democrats. then. can be ex-
pected to resist any thought of appoint-
ing judges.

WEEKEND VOTING. adopted in
several European and Latin American
countries, is fro'md on by lucat
clerks.
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Mrs. Little in Bloomfizld Township
said it's difficult enough to find elec-
tion voters to work one day. let alone
two.

And Mrs. Dupree in West
Bloomfield would like the authority to
summon election workers the same
way jurers are summoned—by ran-
dom draw from the voter lists.

Many suggestions revclve around
voting technology.

Troy's Courtney would like te use
puncheards for AV ballits “because
then you'd have computer; cards. and
you'd just have to put them in the
computer. With absentees, vou have
to put the (paper: ballot into the ma-
chine by pulling levers for each
vote.”

Other clerks would like ta ailow ab-
sentee ballots to be cased directly
onto machines instead of onto paper.
But Oakland County Clerk Lyan Allen
objects that it would present great
security preblems because machines
would have to be operable for some
days or weeks prior te the election.

Many elerks think the amount of pa-
perwork involved in issuing and cas-
ting an AV ballot can be simplified.
and others suggest that not all the
available technology is being em-
ployed.

As one clerk in Wayne County put

it

“If we can put a man on the moon,
we should have easier and better
means of casting ballots on election
day.”

NOW IS YOUR TWICE-A-YEAR
OPPORTUNITY TO OWN THE
ELEGANCE AND PRESTIGE OF

Ralph%}l.auren

at reductions of
20% - 50%

Practically our entire stock of suits,
sportcoats, slacks outerwear, dress
shirts, sport shirts, neckwear,
sweaters and fine knitwear. Allitems

are from our regular stock!

mackenzies

SOMERSET MALL ® OPEN THURS. & FRI. UNTIL9 P.M.

CLOSEOUT OF LAS

1/2 PRIGE
EDDING SALE

THIS WEEK ONLY!
MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY!

T YEAR

NATIONALLY FAMOUS
SERTA BEDDING

) $

* TWIN SIZE
. Mattress or foundation
Regularly $99.95 each piece

: $

. FULL SIZE
Mattress or foundation
. Regularly $119.95 each piece
. QUEEN SIZE SET

Complete 2-piece set
Regularly $319.95 set

- 3199

: . KING SIZE SET

! . Complete 3-piece set

: R Regularly $399.95 set

: . We're closing out all of our

! v fine quality mattresses and

: * foundations with discontinued

H . covers ... the same fine qual-

H ity bedding you'i) find today at

i . much higher prices, only the

H covers are different. Choose

H . from twins, fulls, queens and

i kings ... each has the

. . firm innerspring construction,

H layers of foam plus added i
H . . cushioning, sag resistant

: The extra key keeper folders keeps 20 borders a"r? luxury-quitted

: . 1y . sleeping surfaces. This is our

: Keys identified and indexed. 6%"'x10"H. . oncg»:?year closeout sale,

; i ; don'tmissiitl

H closed. Brown, brick, beige, green. 7.50

: Use our convenient charge plan, BaskAmericard or Mos'er Charge

H

H ! :

- Jacobsons lowne & Country Juis

& " . b

P Aparel Store. :

: Maple at Bates ‘ Daarbarn— 23600 Mictigan Ave.—Eas!of Telegraph—565-3400-Morday hrough Saday 10:9

H SHOP JACOBSON'S THURSDAY AND-FRIDAY EVENINGS ‘TIL NINE Bloomfield—4107 Telegraph Rd.—at Lorig Lake Rd.—642-8822.—Daily 10-9—Wed., Sat. 16-6

i 2 HOURS FREE PAZKING . . . WHEN YOU MIXE A PURCHASE. Rochester-~1110 S. Rochester Rd.—In Winchester Mall—652-3500—Daily 10-9—Wed., Sat. 10-6
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