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Farmington. Michigan

esidents split on wisdom
of approving death penalty

Like the rest of the nation, Farm-
ington area residents are divided on
the issuz of capital punishment

An informal survey conducted in
Farmington Hills, showed that young
and midile-aged residents were more
apt to support the death penalty than
older residents.

Many who expressed a willingness
to see a return of capital punishment
explained that the condemned were
getting what they deserved.

Their support for the death penalty
was prompted by disillusionment over
the effectiveness of rehabilitation and
parole.

“I do support capital punishment,”
said Ronald Schwartz of Farmington
Hills, “Capital punishment isn't a
cruel and unusual punishment.

“An eye for an eye. a tooth for a
tooth. The punishment should fit the
crime,” he added.

Schwartz also believes that rehabili-
tation ard parole are worthless in the
fight against crime.

““There’s no such thing as rehabilita-
tion,” he said.

“Statistics prove that most crimi-
nals are back in jail even with rehabi-
litation.” he explained.

ANOTHER FARMINGTON HILLS
«resident echoed Schwartz's thoughts.

“An eye for an eye,” said Ray
McHugh. 1 think there'd be less
crimes if capital punishment was
reinstated.”

Persons in favor of the death penal-
ty are convinced that the criminal
should pay for his deeds.

“If someone took a life, he should
pay for it with his own life,” said a
Farmington Hills woman. T don't be-
lieve in rehabilitation. We have to pay
the cost of putting the criminal back
in jail.”

“t would cut down on a lot of
crime,” said Kim Aho of Farmington
Hills.

“It would stop them from killing
again,” said Virginia Aho. I don't
think rehabilitation stops them."

A visitor to the Farmington area, Al-
bert Norton, of Philadephia, Pa..
agreed with these residents.

“They deserve what they get.” he
said. *“It’s not a cruel or unusual pun-
ishment. Look what criminals do to in-
nocent people.”

Some persons favor capital punish-
ment, but hestitate from giving the
act a 'hlankel approval.

“I THINK THAT under certain cir-
cumstances, the death penalty should
be given,” said Ann Lawson, Farm-
ington Hills resident

“You can't just say that because
someone is killed, someone else also
should be Killed. But there are so
many brutal things happening, espe-
cially to children.

“I would leave it up to the dis-
cretion of the judge. whether to give
out the death senterice or not. I
wouldn't limit the sentence just to per-
sons who killed policemen,” Mrs. Law-
son said.

Her concerns were shared by anoth-

.er Farmington Hills woman.

“I think that capital punishment
should be reinstated,” she said. * But
for certain crimes. I'm afraid that if
they establish it, the wrong people
would get killed.

“The people without praper legal
aid or money would be killed. Poor
blacks without proper defense,” she
said.

But she saw a need for the death
sentence.

“There is a need to make people
aware that crimes are takmg place,
that crime is so prevalent,” she said.

“Capital punishment should be reins-
tated to make people aware of these
things.”

OPPONENTS TO THE PENALTY

have more faith in rehabilitation and
stricter law enforcement. They be-
lieve that crime would remain regard-
Ic.s cf the threat of capital pumsh~

"People should be kept in jail long-
er,” suggested Ruth MacLean. “If
they commit a crime, they should be
kept in jail.

“I'm nul for capital pumshmenl
she said.

Maynard DeBriese of Farmington
Hills had little faith in the pre-
ventative powers of the death sen-
tence.

“1 don't think it would accomplish
what it should. It wouldn't be a deter-
rent to crime,” he said.

“We need stricter enforcement of
the law. People should get the full pen-
alty with later parole.

“The longer the sentence, the more
of a deterrent it is,” he said.

**Capital punishment is not the solu-
tion,” said Ruth Alkaben of Farm-
ington Hills.

She advocated a combination of pa-
role and rehabilitation as ways of pre-
venting second offenses.

She also noted a need for change.

“Apparently, our methods haven't
been effective.

“OUR APPROACH to eliminating
violent crime hasn't been effective.
There isn't a pat solution,” Mrs. Alka-
ben said.

Another opponent to the death penal-
ty also is a proponent of stricter law
enforcement.

“I don't think capital punishment is
a deterrent to crime. We should en-
force the laws we already have. If the
judges didn't turn people back on the
street from the smrl, there would be
a decrease in crime,” said Jack Mit-
chell of West Bloomfield, who was
shopping in Farmington Hills.

"I don't approve of parole, either.”
he said

At least one person cited religious
reasons for being against capital pun-_
ishment.

“I don't think they should reinstate
capital punishment,” said Helen Wit-
tbrott ef Novi. “I'm a Catholic and 1
don't believe in killing people.”
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Fire razes I armington theater

Farmington Hills police and fire offi-
cials are investigating the cause of
the fire that gutted the interior of the
Farmington Four Cmema 38215 W.
Ten Mile, Thursday.

The early morning blaze damaged
the four theaters in the complex,
owned by Krim Enterprises of South-
field.

Library entertains kids
with a variety of events

Both the City of Farmington and
Farminglon Hills libraries are offer-
ing a variety of classes to keep chil-
dren from preschoo! to sixth grade in-
terested during the winter months.

Among the events will be movies,
puppet shows, skits, arts, crafts, cook-
ing, acting, music and literature.

The Farmington Hills branch will
be showing the Dr. Suess film “The
Lorrax” from 10:30-11 p.m. Jan. 20.

On Feb. 7, from 2-2:30 p.m,, an in-
strument workshop will be conducted.
Three-, four-, and five-year-olds are in-
vited to varticipate in a workshop on
making musical instruments. Registra-
tion will begin at 9 a.m. Jan. 24, Par-

ents are 2ncouraged to stay with their-

children during this program to help
them make their instruments.

Following is a list of instruments to
be made and materials needed to com-
plete the projects: drims, coffee or
peanut can with a plastic lid; shaker,
Legg’s e3g plastic container or sham-
poo bottle with narrow heck; sticks,

two to tap together; and

Both the F: and Farm-

sandpaper needed,

If the children wish to decorate the
instruments with odds and ends, they
should bring the material from home.

A MUSICAL REVIEW, orchestrated
by Mrs Ina Gratenthin, will be for
those st idents who made instruments
in the vlass.

On Jan. 22, from 23 p.m., two
movies will be shown. They are
“Rusty and the Falmn" and “Cour-

A tye-dye-in wxll be from 2-3 p.m.
Feb. 12. A demonstration will be
given on the basic techniques of tye
dying, with many ideas for things chil-
dren can make. Each child is invited
to bring along oné white handerchief
or one white t-shirt to try out tye-
dying. Children should wear old
clothes.

On Feb. 26, from 2-3 p.m., films to
be shown will be *“Lady of the Lghl "
"gerry Go Round Horse,” and
“Clown.

Jaycee prayer meet

conducted Thursday

The Farmington Area Jaycees will
celebrate Jaycee Week by sponsoring
1Ls 10th annual prayer breakfast to be

Jan. 20 at 7:30 2m. in the
Hohday Inn of Farmington, Ten Mile
and Grand River. Admission is .

Featund speaker will be Robert

Young, executive vice-president of Al-

dent.

Entertainment will be provided by
the violinist Frank Floreck, who will
be accompanied by Ivis Carlson.

The ‘community leadenhlp break-

Nixon-Lodge. In 1968 he- was the west-
em states chairman for Young Busi-
ness ‘and Civic Leaders for Nixon-
Agrew.

ington Hills branches will offer a Val-
entine’s Day family story hour Feb.
15 in the-Hills branch and Feb. 15 in
the city branch. Both programs begin
at 7:30 p.m.

Puppets, songs, stories and skits
will be the offering for the day. The
film, “The Giving Tree" will be
shown.

Following are a list of limited enroll-
ment classes at the Farmington Hills
library. Parents may reigster their
children by calling the library at 477-
1313

In an effort to be fair to all, we will ~

accept registration for any child in
only one program. Those children who
wish to participate in a second class,
their names will be placed on a wait-
ing list.

A POCKETFUL OF FUN will be of-
fered from Jan. 18-Feb.22, from 10:30-
11 a.m., Jan. 18-Feb. 23, from 10:30-11
am. and from Jan. 20-Feb. 24, from
1:30-2 p.m. The first two classes are
for children three and four years old
and the last class is for children four
and five.

‘This fs a 30-minute program of sto-
Ties, songs, dramatics, media and pup-
pets. Each week's activities will be de-
veloped around a theme related to ob-
jects that will be found in the story-
teller's pocket. This story-activity
hour is for preschoolem who are ma-
ture enough to enjoy varied activities
for one half Mur without paren! ac-
companims

All three-year-olds are mvnled to
bring along a parent to participate in
a six-week class, entitled Three Plus
One, which will revolve around dabbl-
ing in art, music, cooking. The class
will meet from 1:30-2:15 p.m.
Tuesdays from Jan. 18 to Feb. 22. A
materials fee of $1.50 is due at the
time of registration.

Around the world adventures will be
from 45 p.m. Jan. 19-Feb. 23. A mate/
rials charge of §2 is due at time of reg-’
istration. .

In the class, reserved for chifdren
inthe ﬂm and second grades, partici-

The blaze resulted in $250.000 in
damage.

Nelson Gelinas, Oakland County
Crime Lab arson investigator, Det.
Charles Archambeau of the Farm-
ington Hills Police Department and
Fire Marshall William Gearhardt are
investigating the cause of the blaze.

Fire officials speculate that the
blaze started in the concession area of
the complex but are unable to pin-
point a cause.

“We arent calling it a suspicious
firc at this point.” said Farmington
Hills Fire Chief John Van De Voort.

“Any time I have something unde-
termined like this, I think it's best to
determine the cause’

“THIS WAY we find out what hap-
pened. If it is arson, then we're on top
of things,”” he explained.

Representatives of the theater

Farmington Hills Fire Chief Jobn Van De Voort
(left) discysses the blaze which gutted the Farm-

owner are scheduled to go over the
building with fire officials to identify
the original location of the contents.

Firefighters were alerted to the
blaze at 4:30 a.m. The first trucks on
the scene belonged to Station One,
which is near the theater, in the indus-
trial park.

“When George Hume, who is in
charge of Station One. arrived, the
fames had blown the glass from the

doors in the lobby,” Van Dc Voort
sa:d

“The entire lobby was in fire, by
then,” he said.

Hume called Stations Three and
Four for assistance. The Farmington
Fire Department also was called.

Farmington Hills Station Two re-
mained on standby for the duration of
the fire.

Firemen'battied below zero temper-

was
(Staff

Ington 4 Theater last week. The estimated damage

Recreational swim

hours set by FARC

' Recreations! swimming now /mku
place every Wednesday night in Farm-
lngwn North Farmington High

leﬂy hnurmlrom 78:15 pm
and an adukonly hour

runs from

000 Bnt the owner has vnwed fo rebuild,
hoto by Cynthia Abatt)

atures to put out the blaze within an
hour.

“The hoses were frozen to the pave-
ment.” Van De Voort said. “‘That
isn't a problem when we're fighting
the fire but it is afterward.

“The weather didn't initially ham-
per the men but the cold did affect
them. It's harder to work in cold
weather," he said.

ALTHOUGH THE EXTERIOR of
the theater complex appears un-
touched from the road. the projection
area of the theater was ruined by
water, as well as by fire, damage.

Van De Voort praised the fire-
fighters* performance.

“Hume did an excellent job." he
said.

The first major blaze of 1977 oceur-
ed a month after the Kanine Korners
Pet Shop. 28212 Orchard Lake Road,
was damaged by fire.

I THINK 1 CAN

Like the little train locomo-
tive, two Farmington residents ¢
think they can enjoy an awhul \:!
lot of hours fiddiing around with !
miniature trains. To see how %
they have been hooked by the
mode! train crase, turs o page
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