WALE)

medisday, vaislin§ 41, sver

editorial opinion

Hurry up, George

Solve the Holko affair

Residents of Farmington Hills are being
cheated out of an efficiently run police depart-
ment because of procrastination by the city coun-
cil. authored by the city manager’s office.

For months, the fate of Police Chief Ronald
Holko has been debated in executive sessions.
Meanwhile. Holko has been left to hang. twisting
slowly in the wind.

Because of this long-winded private debate be-
tween city councilmembers and City Manager
George Majoros. Holko has been relegated to the
status of a lame-duck administrator. lacking
power or authority to do his job.

The situation is unfair to both the city residents
and to Hotko. Just about the entire city realizes
that Holko's days are numbered: certainly police
personnel are awaiting to see when he will “re-
sign.

As one police officer told me."Things are at a
standstill in the department. Holko is barricaded
in his office and the department is operating with-
out a chief.”

MUCH OF THE BLAME for this situation has

to fall on the shoulders of Majoros. who has
prodded the council into waiting until he can get
“his man” into the chief’s spot.

It's general knowledge that Majoros has some-
one in mind to fill the police chief's position. al-
though he is keeping the identification of that per-
son under his hat for unspecified reasons.

Some city hall watchers say he is doing this be-
cause his candidate is waiting to get out of his pre-
sent job. But. that is & poor excuse for keeping
the situation up in the™air.

Another reason for waiting is that Majoros is
counting hisvotes on city council to see that he
has the council lined up on his side of the issue.

One grave fault of the city manager form of gov-
ernment is that survival dictates that a city ad-
ministrator keep the ‘majority of the council
happy the majority of the time or he is in danger
of losing his job.

Majoros. although a competent city manager. is
well known for being an administrative pro-
crastinator. The Holko .affair is only another in-
cident of Majoros™ playing the stall game to get
his way.

Former City Councilman Bob McConrell contin-
uvally was prodding Majoros to take adminis-
trative action on one situation or another. But Ma-
joros has a built-in excuse because a majority of
the council has voted that department heads
shouldnt attend meetings regularly.

This philosophy comes from a misinterpretation
of the city charter which says elected officials
and city department heads shouldn't have direct
contact.

The council's support of this concept allows Ma-
joros to stall on issues for weeks at a time with
the excuse that he has to go back and talk to this
or that department head.

\“Between the 1lines”

by Cart Stoddard

*The bomb went off here about nine
this morning.” the voice on the CB

radio clucked. “Papers everywhere.

mercy sakes alive.” He said the last
phrase as if it was written by ee.
cummings— mercysakesalive.

Since getting my CB radio’ Christ-
mas Day, I've learned that English is
seldom spoken on the airwaves.

Sweet old ladies wam truckers of
~Smokies” on Telegraph. A housewife
tells her lover when her husband is
away for the house “with his ears
down.” meaning he isn't lislening in
on his CB. And everybody talks about
the weather.

During the heavy snow storm last
week. Michigan's weather and its re-
sultant traffic tie-ups were especially
good conversation lopics.

“Mercy sakes alive, good buddy.”
one CBer said in what seemed to be
an attempt to use every CB cliche in
a single sentence, “that super ditch
(the John Lodge) is one big parking
lot from Motown to Troytown.”

A chorus of voices on the airwaves
agreed as everyone sat trapped in
their “‘four-wheelers” during the
shushy rush hour traffic. Then a young
fernale voice came on. “Is Superstud
there?" she asked. “This is Suzy for
Superstud.”

“HEY, GOOD SUZY,” a voice

came back. “there’s a lot of super-
studs on this supersiah,™

“For -sure, for sure,” Suzy shot
back. The nickname or “handle” of
“Superstud” seems to be popular
among CBers. Other handles range
from Nightcrawler to Foxy Lady to
Lucky Lindy to Professor. Of course.
the radio nicknames arent always
used, especially on Channel 13 where
motorists spend much of their time
telling on the police.

“There's a bear giving out green

stamps on southbound 24 just noth of
that Ten Mile Road.” one woman ad-
vised her fellow travelers recently. Al-
most instantly, half a dozen brake
lights blinked on in the vicinity of the
reported officer and his radar patrol
car. )
A trip along Telegraph or any of the
expressways in Southfield finds Chan-
nel 19 loaded with reports of “bears,”
~Smokies,” “'local yokels" and *South-
field boys™ who are “taking pictures™
(using radar} and "giving out green
stamps™ tlickets).

No one ever reports seeing a South-
field police officer or even a cop.
Lack of proper identification apparent-
ly doesn't bother the police. Southfield
officers patrolling the streets of the
city carry three CB radios with them.
Their handles are Smokey I. Smokey
1l and Smokey IIL

EVERYONE TALKING on the CB
channels seems to have an accent de-
veloped somewhere between Arkansas
and Texas. For some reason, the ac-
cent demands that commas, periods
and exclamation points be replaced
with expressions like ** mercy sakes
alive,” “'goody golly.""good buddy”
and “for sure, for sure.”

In fact. if Shakespeare ever makes
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it to the CB channels, he will probably .

sound like this, taken from “Julius
Caesar.”

“Breaker break good buddies, this
is Mr. Tony for the Romans, come on,
Got your ears on good buddies?

“I'm here in this chariot town to
bury Caesar, for sure. not to bury
him, good golly.

“Bad tirips keep on trucking, for
sure for sure good buddies, but mercy
sakes alive, that good stuff is 1020 at
the bone yard. You copy?”

Such a rendition would probably be-
wilder the Bard. Another writer, Jo-
seph Conrad could be expected to
have a greater understanding. “Give
me the right word and the right ac-
cent and-T will move the world.”” Con-
rad wrote.

CBers have more than one right
word—they have a whole lexicon—and
they certainly have the right accent
for the medium. It's little wonder the
CB radio is taking over the world.

by Jackie Klein

- Around the edge

8-

They say there's a fortune in TV
commercials, but they're a pain 'in
the eyes and ears of "“boob tube" au-
diences everywhere.

Sometimes 1 think my personal
touch would make commercials more
meaningful. instead of just a time for
one beer lover or another to haul out
a six-pack. N

Here's how' I would do it:

“T may be Brenda Starr in the of-
fice. but in the kitchen I'm a handi-
wipe wiper. When [.come hdme after
& hard day pounding my IBM and
stretching my coffee break with Juicy
Fruit, 1 discovered my kitchen floor
‘had yellowed. Nobody let the dog out.

“Between reporting, cooking, shop-
i hildren, i

“I WOULDN'T dteam of using
deodorant  without aluminum chlor-
hydroxide complex with hex-
achlorophene or dandruff remover
without ethyl demethyl benzyl.

“I may not be gorgeous, but I can
always donate my body to science.
That is, if they promise to shake well,
keep my body out of reach of chil-
dren, Jook at it, love it and take their
time paying for it.

“It’s not-nice ta fool Mother Nature,
so 1 use the rich, ereamy expensive
brand and never squeeze the Char-
min. My mother had a feeling I might
be too appealifig, so she never told
me about Ultra-Brite.

“That's why I use denture cleaner
with pucker-power for those all impor-
tant close-ups with the window wash-
er and put my money where my

ping, 3
and animal, 1 put in five miles a day.
“That’s why I use Mop N* Glow and

give my dog a shot of Extra Dry. It's

the taste he hates twice a day but it
- keeps my floor clean.

“I'm & walking testimonial to ‘bet-
ter living through chemistry.’ There's
protein in my mascara and acrasil in
my shampoo. My bubble bath is bio-
_degradable, my toothpaste- contains

wiluoristan and my. hair spray is full of
whydrated lacquer.
o

“ ) ¥

th—plus everything else—is.

“I get my kicks guzzling Scope first =

thing every morning and the window
washer. gets sprayed with Windex. It
helps keep us facetoface.

“1 know what [ like, and if I want
to drink true percolated coffee vith
the rich, hearty flavor of instant
that's how I-like it and how it tastes
when I make it. Orange juice isnt
only for breakfast anymore. That is
unless you-like your screw drivers in
the morning.

N .

“I'VE JOINED the Pepsi gener-
ation. That’s why I enjoy the flavor of
an uncola slug of red pop with
Boone's Farm strawberry wine, malt
liquor, instant iced tea and Hawaiian
Punch in a germ-ree Dixie Cup.

.

“There's a new me coming every
day with homogenized milk, but I'll
never live to see it. Burger Biggie,
Giant Crab. Taco City—I've tried
them all. When 1 deserve a break
today. 1T go to McDonald’s, handle a
Whopper with two hands or lick a
stick of chickenwith Colonel Sanders.

T used to go out to eat with my
uncle in the fumiture business, but he
finked out on me and went bankrupt.
I understand he took out an instant
loan from his friendly Household Fi-
nance dealer.

“For my dishpan hands, I soak in
mild.. green. detergent, gentle enough
for a baby's skin and 99 per cent
pure. It's that missing one per cent
gathgives me the hands you loathe to

uch."

Would you believe I'm getting the
message I should stick to reporting in
the_Soutifield Eccentric, your home-
town newspaper that brings you up to
the minute scoops about all the people
and events in your community.

How's that for a commercial? *
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FIX-UP SALE/
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THRU SAT. JAN. 29, 1977

MELER RESERVES THE RIGHT TO LIMIT SALES ACCORDING TO

thrifty acres

SPECIFIED LIMITS.

NO SALES TO DEALERS. INSTITUTIONS OR DISTRIBUTORS.

LAUNDRY FAUCET
WITH BLADE HANDLES
© Madet 9230
REG. §16.37

PEERLESS FAUCET

with sprayer
* Model 8500
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« Single lever kitchen faucet

REG. $28.99

677

PEERLESS LAVATORY FAUCET
% ox: 2 handle with pop-up
« Model 9620
REG. $21.64

PEERLESS SINGLE
HANDLE TUB/SHOWER
FAUCEY

* Model 8730

REG. $31.89 $2 695

PLUMBING

& HEATING

REPAIR BOOK
Detoiled instructic:

to install voriou!
plumbing systems.

OURREG. $3.19

5!

& illustrations on how’

5

PLUMBING
KT

60 pe. ossortment
of  woshers
packing cnd screws
to repair most
olumbing ~ leckoge
problems,  foilet
seats. erc
REG.S2.11

$127

BUBBLE-FLO™
SHOWER HEAD
Made of lifetime plostic
with flow odjustment.
Gives _ invigorating
speoy. Fits b IPS
standard shower arms.
REG, $5.99

, 4"

WATER

SAVER

TANK BALL
Hade of longlosting
rubber.  Eliminates
toilet noises.
1o nstall.

65°

Fasy

DRAIN
CLEANOUT
AUGER

* Does the job wil
fess effort

*8foot

« V4" spiral head

REG. $1.83

$]47

h | B rubher

SILENT

SAM TOILET
REPAIR KiT
Centains:  Ballcack,
tonk  ball,
toilet tank fioar, lift
wires, floct rod ond
fill tube.

REG. $5.69

$3%9

PLUMBCRAFT-
REPLACEMENT
FAUCET HANDLES
Fits ony foucet. An
elegont  replacement
handle made of durable
Lxite. Includes stem
adaprer and wrench.
REG. $2.97

$247

DELUXE
REPLACEMENT
BASKET

Heovy  gavge
stainless steel. Fits
oll stondord 34"
basket  stroiner
droins.

REG. §1.47

4" FLEXIBLE
DRYER VENT
HOSE -

* 8 foot

REG. $3.94

QUALITY
FLARING

T00L

Holds ' tubing

securely for florifg
or threading

REG. $9.38




