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‘Night Must Fall’ is pleasant theatre fare

By LORAINE McCLISH

The three-act murder mystery

“Night Must Fall" has all the in-
gredients of the classic Gothic tale:
an isolated house on the edge of a for-
est, lorded over by a hypocondriac
mistress, the niece who warks for her,
:a suspicious character new to the
scene. and a village fraught with gos-
$ip abow & murder.
. The Farmington Players production
“of the drama also has Steve Zygmont,
a versatile senior in St. Mary's Col-
lege. who superbly takes full responsi-
bility for the bulk of the mystery sur-
rounded by British mores and man-
“ners of the 1930s

He is a three-year member of the
Players pursuing a career in drama
Who has added another kudo 1o a long,
list of stage accomplishments.

Zygmont took the role of Dan. a
{rustrated subservient who wheedles
his way into the favors of Mrs. Bram-
don. matriarch of Forest Comers.
much to the chagrin of the rest of the
household.

Zygmont shares st'%e honors with
Ellie Jorgensen. Irs. Bramson.

She provides the audiences one of
the play’s most dramatic highlights.
portraying a frightened old woman
who has found herself alone in the
house as talk of the murder winds its
way closer and closer to Forest Cor-
ners.

Ms. Jorgensen is another veteran of
the Players who calls her role in
“Night Must Fall™ the most chaileng-
ing she's ever faced.

NOTABLY SMOOTH performances
were turned in by Rick Thayer and
Bob Thomas.

Thayer returns to the Farmington
stage as a character player par excel-
lence, this time as Hubert Laurie, the
sterotype of the bumbling. pompous
Englishman. who never “realizes 1
made a joke until after 1 make one.”

‘Thomas is back on stage after an ab-
sence of almost five years. as Scot-
land Yard Inspector Belsize. who be-
comes a regular visitor to the house
without a phone in the woods.

Local theatre goers will welcome
newcomer Sheila Grain, who plays
the prim and proper. shy and studious

niece, working her way to nowhere in
the dreary house.

Comedy relief came equally from
Kathleen Monticello in the role of the
housekeeper and Tess Schafer as the
simple. but lovable kitchen maid.

MS. MONTICELLO is a drama -in-
structor in the Redford Township
school system, who comes on strong
as the crusty servant openly hostile to
Mrs. Bramson.

Ms. Schafer is an-attorney in Farm-
ington Hills who portrayed the plight
of an unwed pregnant servant girl
who hasnt grasped the situation.

The cast was rounded out by Karen
Oliver. as Nurse Libby, one of the
Players' newest and brightest mem-
bers. and Stu Orman. 2 long-time
member of the group, as the Lord
Chief Justice.

The play was directed by June
Payne, assisted by Ellen Dietrich and
Dorothy Hill. »Night Must Fall"' was
produced by Eleanor Johnsen.

The cast and crew all cqmbined for
a very pleasant night at the theatre.

The Players Barn is at 32332 Twelve

- Parenting is called

By DIANE SANDS

Each of the current theories on
child development approach the sub-
Ject from a different direction, often
producing conflicting views, according
10 Farmington librarian Barbara
,\ Walker.

- Mrs. Walker. who is in charge of
‘the adult-young adult reading section
in the Farmington Community Li-
brary on Liberty. presented several of
4he most popular books on the topic to
% gathering of the area’s Mothers of
Twins Club.

“Parenting is a leaming process
‘znd each parent should use advice
enly in a way that it pertains to the in-
dividual situstion,” she explained.

Among the books introduced was
Seima Fraiberg's “Magic Year."

. :(New York: Scribner. 1959) in which
“‘the author devoted her effort to the
first five years of childhood. She
celled this period “a time when the
child sees himself as a magician who
‘controls events through persenal
thoughts and actions.”

- The auther discusses three stages of
development during this period and ad-
vises parents to handle problems with

relation to the child's mental devel-
opment at the various stages

The book was described as fun to
read with the author coming across as
a warm human heing.

TAKING THE ’opposllc bent is
Stella Chess in her book, “Your Child
Is a Person.” (New York: Viking.
1985).

Here the author emphasizes the dif-
ferences in each child: not the sim-
ilarities. She advises parents to work
with their child 2s an individual: not
part of an age group.

Mrs. Walker offered several books
that contain helpful suggestions for
everyday situations, -in the form of
short articles, by experts in the field
of child development.

“The New [lustrated Encyclopedia
of Child Care and Guidance,” by Si-
donia Gruenberg (New York: Doub-
leday. 1968) was recommended as one
of the better anthologies.

Dr. Benjamin Spock's revised edi-
tion of “Baby and Child Care.”” (New
York: Hawthorn. 1976) is a traditional
standby for parents looking for a prac-
tical guide to child care. It was men-
tioned as a good reference book along

Creative writing

‘workshop

.+ A creative writing class will be of-
fered in Farmington Community Cen-
ter by Iris Sanderson Jones, who has
.Tecently moved into the Farmington
“area.

* Mrs. Jones has published a book,
“Early North American Dollmaking,™
that has been favorably reviewed. Be-
Tore her first book, she published sev-
zeral hundreds of articles in news-

-papers and magazines, and says she

remembers how mmcult it is to be a
beginner.
. She calls her elght»week course
~“Writer's Workshop™ and said it will
provide a casal round table setting
‘where a publishing writer will share
professional techniques and help stu-
« dents develop their own work on an in-
"dividual basis.
< The class will meet from 1-3 pm.
‘on Wednesdays, beginning Feb. 2, in
“the center.
7 Mrs. Jones is the first woman to
ever be askéd to teach Jomnalnsm in
“.Wayne State University. She is cur-
.rently chairman of the Literary Advi-
,sory Panel for Michigan-Council of
M pxe Arts, and has been writer-in-resi-

By CYNTHIA PRIES

“*Parenthood is the most important
ole a human being can' take on in
“fife,” said Dr. Lee Salk during a talk

4n Troy Tuesday night.
2 'The well-known New York child psy-
x:hnloglst spoke at the Henry Ford Hos-
ital Troy Counseling Center on “The
arenthood Dilemma: To Be or Not
Fo Be.”
% Dr. Salk said he believes the respon-
‘aibilities of parenthood are not taken
Seriously enough. Too often, he said,
hildren are a result of outside pres-
“ ures rather than a highly private,
rsonal decision.
“ “Most peopie don't realize what par-
emhood is all about, what the every-
sy nitty gritty problems are, he
aid. “‘More people should be consid-
Jring not doing it because it is such a

offered

IRIS SANDERSON JONES

dence for the Michigan Creative
Writers project

Class size is limited and registra-
tions will be taken on a first-come-
first-served basis.

Registrations are being taken now
by calling the center, 477-8404.

tionally immature and selfish,” ac-
cording to them, he said. “'I think the
height of maturity is being able to
choose whether you want to be a par-
ent, rather than bringing a child into
the world and paying an institution to
provide emational support.

We don't need to have children to
prove we are altruistic.”

Dr. Salk became interested in child
psychology during his undergraduate
work at the University of Michigan.
He found that most adult mental dis-
turbance is directly connected to
early experiences, he explained. The
role of the parents during the first
years of life is crucial.

?ARNING HOW TO be a good par-

ent is complicated by the severe lack

of reliable information and the con-

ﬂlcung mlormahnn davallable from
* g

So many
Just sort of slip into it.”
:

% DR. SALK 18 a child psychologist at
nox Hill Hospital in New York nnd
rmer director of pediatri

E at Cornell Univeristy Medical Oal

. He also wrlles ] naunmlly syndi-

pated newpaper
i “People will bnlnwash you into hav-

ging children—if you don't, you're emo-

“Parents want to do what is best
for their children, but too®oRen they
are like dry sponges, so eager for an;
mlormalon t ey w:ll accept af-

in-
nccmte )nlormllmn A8 well as good

“I'm very concerned that what is of-
fered to pavents is substantial informa-
tion to enable them to sovle their prob-
lems.” & c

with the controversial author Jean
Piaget.

Ms. Piaget wrote “The Psychology
of the Child (New York: Basic. 19691 ,
which studies the child through the de-
velopment of knowledge and langusge
acquisition,

*Children of the Dream." by Bruno
Bettleheim (New York: Macmillan,
1969) was discussed as one of the
more interesting psychologieal studies
of children. The author chose the Kib-
butz children of Israel to demonstrate
the effects of communual living on
chitdren.

THE PURPOSE of Bettleheim's
study was to find out why these chil-
dren seemed better equipped to
handle the situstions of later hfe than
children raised in the more traditional
family setting.

It was pointed out that as infants,
the children received more attention
because there were more than two pa-
rental figures to care for them. but
less attention was offered in some re-
spects because individusl needs were
not catered to as often.

These children did not experience
as many do's and don'ts as their
American counterparts, and as a
whole they spent more time 'with tHeir
peers at an earlier age.

A comparison is drawn in the book
between the Kibbutz children and chil-
dren in American institutions who
find difficulty coping with problems of
later life.

Mrs. Watker also mentioned “Be-
tween Parent and Child," by Girott
(New York: Macmillan, 1965) and
“How to Parent™ by Dodson, {Los An-
geles: Nash Publishing, 1970) as ree-
ommended reading for parents of
young children.

A NUMBER OF books dealing with
the unique situations of parenting
twins were offered to the club mem-
bers. but the selection is smalt only
because there is a generai lack of lit-
erature on the subject.

Along with the twin books for par-
ents were several volumes of chil-
drens stories, based on the adventures
of young twin brothers and sisters.

The Farmington Community Li-
brary staffs offers this kind of book
presentation to any interested Farm-
ington based-group. The staff will
zero in on the topic of your choice.

Requests will be taken by calling
the Farmington Community, Library
at 4747770 or the Farmington Hills

Community Library at 477-1313.

Dr. Salk discusses the

One of the biggest pitfalls may be
what Dr. Salk terms the *‘cookbock ap-
proach” to raising children—the rec-
ipe. which tells parents what to do
and what not o do without adequate
basis and without taking into consid-
eration the individual child and situa-
tion.

THE KEY TO BEING a good par-
ent is being a responsive one, he said.
Parents who &re sensitive to the
needs of their child, especially during
the first year, will be able to give a
sense of self-worth and esteem and es-
tablish a bond of trust. This become
invalusble “in later communication
and discipline.

Accoriding to Dr. Salk, responsive
parents are much more likely to raise

children who are curious, aggressive, .

confident and independent—in short,
more healthy - émotionally.

“When you have, fulfilled: your role
as a papent, you renfler yoursélf use-
less. The child doesn’t need; you, but
wants you. If you reach that, you
have succeeded.”

CONDITIONS WHICH may inter-
fere with the invoivement of either
parent, such as-work that is com-
mitting, desire to travel extensively,

SRS
STEVE ZYGMONT
Mile and has been furnishing local
playgeers with productions since 1953.
‘Night Must Fall”

is the second of

SHEILA GRAIN

lour plays scheduled for the 1976-77
series.
It continues Jan. 27,

28. 28, 30 and

ELLIE JORGENSEN

Fcb 4 and 5.
ickets are a\:ulahle by calting the
leers Box Office. 477

‘a learning process’

FFarminaton Gbgerver
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Barbara Walker mans the reference desk in Farm-
ington’s downtown library, but will research any sub-
ject to give a program for a speciakinterest group.

This week, she talked on child development to Farm-
ington women who are mothers of twins.
photo by Cynthia Abatt)

(Staff

parenthood dilemma

or an unm]hngncss to deal with the in-
conveniences connected with small
children, should be taken into consid-
eration wel! before the decision to as-
sume parenthood is made.

Inviting the children of; relatives or

. friends for limited periods of time can

be & valugble alternative to those who
are doubtful about raising their own
family.

There is no reason. however, why
both parents shouldn't work, provided
top priority is given to the child, he
said. Dr. Salk outlined six areas of re-
sponsibility and ermphasized the need
for equal sharing of such responsi-
bility between partners—acceptance,
approval, affection, protection, dis-
cipline and guidance.

“IT IS UP TO the parents to pro-
vide the cirumstances for optimum
' growth and development of their chil-
‘dren. You've got to help them leam
*thmgs and to teach them; yiuve got

to be there a lot :

To help working patents acéomplish

Dr. Salk advocsigs lndlwdusﬂy

|S
subsndlzed child-care otnters ‘n '10. R

such programs would be less than for
those used now.

DR. SALK IS fighting to raise the
dignity of children and to clarify their
role in society.

“Too often, they are dovmgraded
and used as scapegoats or pawns in a
shaky marriage. Everyone should
have the right to examine parenthood
for themselves.

*Above all, don't let anyone stigma-
tize you if you decide not to be a par-
ent.”

Prospective parents who would like *
further information may earoll in &
series of workshops offered by the
Troy counseling center. .

They will meet from 79 p.m. .,on
3t and Feb. 7. or from 46
p.m. on Jan. 27, Feb. 3 and 10. The
price of the workshops is S5 per
couple and $30 per individual.

Registration may be made by writ-
ing to Troy Counseling and Psyt
therapy Center. Henry Ford Hospital,
2849 Cattermole, Troy 48084, or by call-
ing Suzanne Petix as 689-7476. |

Intellectual fun at OU-

Intellectual fun. rangng from hvp
noses to hauntings to “pop psy:
and body langusge, will be offered on
Fnday evenings by Oskland Univer-
sity’s Divxsmn 0' Contlrmmg Educa-

Elglﬁ fhifergnl subjec?a will be sam:-
pled.in:a-series of programs designed

stinmilate ghemmduwﬂluwer»
‘The’ tioridejree serles

Getting Sleepy.” The question of
whether hypnosis is a parlor game.or
a medical tool will be examined. Reg- -
istrants can participate or observe.
oFeb. 1l—Let's Play, Based..on
TA." A-different look at reality” will
:‘lpmwded through - transacticpai




