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OCRC defends

own transit plan

The Oakland County Road Commis-
sion says the staff of the Southeast
Michigan Council of Governments
(SEMCOG) doesn't know what it's
talking about in criticizing the road
commission’s light rail rapid transit

plan

And the OCRC said it has belter
planning data that SEMCOG. which it
charged is biased against any idea ex-
cept a costly heavy rail transit sys-
tem. "
The OCRC reply came in response
to a memo from SEMCOG Executive
Director Michael M. Glusac to the
seven-county planning agency’s execu-
tive Glusac charged the
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road commission with advancing its
alternative plans as a “public rela-
tions™ gimmick and with having “in-
adequate technical knowledge™ of
rapid transit planning.

The road commission consists of
John Gnau. chairman. and members
William Richards and Fred Houghten.
They are appointees of the Oakland
County Board of Commissioners

THE ROAD COMMISSION quoted
Gov. Witliam G. Milliken as saving its
transit plans deserved to be “care-
fully considered.”

To the charge that the road commis-
sion’s plan assumes no effect on land
use and on Detroit redevelopment, the
road commission said “very little pri-
vate development would occur from
any heavy rail system because:

1. Limited riderships are proejcted
for the Woodward. Gratiot and Mich-
igan (Ave. corridors. 2. Detroit em-
ployment and populatiion are declin-
ing. 3. Transit ridership is declining
here as elsewhere. i."Developers are
not showing much interest in transit
as a cornerstone for redevelopment as
evidenced by the lack of new building
'*lom; lhe BART system in San Fran-
cisco.”

As regional pIanmm agency, SEM-
COG pipes its data into the South-
eastern Michigan Transportation Au-
thority (SEMTA). which has received
a promise of $600 million from Wash-
ington for a heavy rail transit system,
The road commission envisions a
smaller. lighter. but more estensive
light rail (streetcardiker system

THE ROAD commission said its
data b: is a current (last Sepiem-
ber) origin-destination survey. while
SEMCOG and SEMTA are using a
1966 study and a 1971 forecasting pro-
cedure.

To the SEMCOG charge that the
road commission’s transit plan would
fail to serve the New Center and Medi-
cal Center areas of Detroit. the road
commission replied that the SEMTA
current plan would fail to serve Dear-
born. Southfield and Troy. all heavy
traffic generators.

And it said its own plan would serve
the Detroit downtown, Pontiac. Royal
Oak. Wayne and Dearborn business
districts and several industrial cen-
ters.

THE ROAD commission response.
distributed by a public relations coun-
sel. became angry in tone as it re-
plied to SEMCOG charges that it had
failed to register its objections to
SEMCOG's population forecasts in
technical commitiees

“William Fognini, of the Oakland
County Road Commission transporta-
tion planning and environmental con-
cerns department. has noted several
times that such objections have not
been included in the meeting min-
utes.” the road commission said. add.
ing:

It was through our participation on
SEMCOG and SEMTA committees
that we discovered the weakness in
the population and employment fore-
casts and the region.”

To SEMCOG's charge that the road
commission’s consultant is “unknown
to this agency’.” the road commission
said:

“SEMCOG doesn’t know much
about transit planning or transit con-
sultants. The president of Transporta-
tion Planning Associates is well
known by many of the people at
MTA and others in this region be-
cause of his leadership in developing
transit systems for Ford Motor Co.
and his planning of the civic center
people mover.

“SEMCOG seems to only know
those transportation consultants who
prepare plans for heavy rail transit
systems which cost huge sums of
money and get lots of publicity

Countywide programs

pledged by

The North Oakland Chamber of
Commerce is seeking a broader ap-

New officers of the chamber. long
associated with Pontiac. pledge coun-
tywide programming for 1977 and will
seck to drop the word “North™ from
the organization's name.

Carl A. Brooks. recently elected
president for 1977, said the name
change will be placed before the mem-
bership for a vote at the Feb. 16 an-
nual meeting.

The name change has political impli-
cations. The North Oakland chamber
was sponsoring organization for the
fledgling Oakland County Tourist and
Convention Bureau.

The convention group has obtained
$10.000 a vear funding from the Oak-
land County Board of Commissioners.

CofC

but commissioners from the south end
of the county have always fought the
appropriation. cifarging the group is
oriented too strongly teward Pontiac
Stadium.

THE NEW president. Brooks. is
with the Kitby Co. of -North Oakland.
with offices at Sylvan Lake. He will
be installed formally during the an-
nual meeting,

Other officers are:

Treasurer—Richard Rudlaff of
Fleet Ambulance Service. Pontiac.
Secrelarv—Ruth McCarthy. of A &
W Gershenson Corp. (owners and oper-
ators of Pontiac Mally

1978 president-elect—Harold Cous-
ins. City Beverage Co.. Pontiac
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rium on the estab-
lishment of a new state-
supported law school
was recommended by
the state board in a 46-
page report it prepared
at the request of Gov.
Milliken., The governor
had asked the state
board to determine if
Michigan needed anoth-
er law school.

Courthouse

houses reps

Oakland County’s fifth
courthouse was con-
structed in 1950, and un-
like its predecessors. it
was designed to keep
pace with the growing
community.

Since ‘the opening in
1960. an auditorium for
meetings and two legisla-
tive wings have been
added. The second wing
brings the total county
courthouse complex to a
floor area in excess of
one million square feet.
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"“Why buy Central Air
Conditioning in the winter?

““Because that's when the big savings are. One ca!l
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ing the winter. And we're glad we did.

Save now on LENNOX-
central air conditioning

3805, Telegraph at Orchord Lake Rd. In Pontiac
. Other offlces In Sterling Hts, and Royal Oak
642-7150 338-9255 LI 2-3850

HEATING
and
. COOLING

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
BIRMINGHAM
IRVITES YOU T0 A FREE
PUZLC LECTURE ENTITLED

T THERE

o]
ow
.
S
=
~
=20
B
w4
~
L
=
:
:

SPEAKER — EdwardC Willams C S B of indianapohis. Indiana,
r of The Chinsuian Science Board of Lectureship

TIME 8pm - Thursday. February 10

PLACE Wylie Groves High School Auditeriem
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