- Local drivers would he kings of rallyi

What Richard Petty is to stock car
racing and Don Garlits is to drag-
racing, Don Jankowski and Ray
Thompson plan to be to professional
ril(l}ying in the U.S.—the undisputed
K

Giving substance to their intent of
dominating the still fledgling segment
of motorsports here is an enviable re-
cord compiled in three campaigns as
independents..

Underlving this confidence in their
ability to compete is a natural and sus-
taining interest in things autormotive
that keeps the two rallyists striving to
improve the performance of their ma-
chine and themseives.

Both 26 years old. driver Jankowski

of Farmington Hills and navigator
‘Thompson of Birmingham grew up in
their native Detroit area dissecting
car engines much as other youngsters
learned to decipher the intricacies of
baseball or football.

Rallies require participants to fol-
low a specified course and arrive at
several checkpoints at specific times.

Thompson became involved in rai-
lying in 1972 when he manned a check
point for a local sports car club, “"The
Ralligators.” Later. he persuaded Jan-
kowski to “'sweep™ the course at an-
other rally that same year.

UNTIL THEN. Jankowski's only rac-
ing experienge had been infrequent

and personally unfulfilling sorties on
area dragstrips. But. when he discov-
ered he was catching the last <ars in
the rally as he drove from check point
to check point gathering control
sheets, he decided rallying was the
right combination of motors and sport
for him,

Ironically, a car thief provided the

next spur for the Jankowski-Thomp-
son rally team. Don had his car stolen
and he replaced it with one of the hot-
test rally cars available. a 1972 Dodge
Colt.
They added well over $5.000 of their
own money and “more hours than
money could buy” to prepare it for
competition.

Birmingham Seaholm tossed in the
first two baskets, but Farmington Har-
rison outscored the Maples in every
quarter and took a 7655 victory last
Tuesday night in a non-league game

© played at Harrison. The victory lifted
H coach Bob Sutter's Harrisen team to
85 overall. Seahoim fell to 212,

Once Harrison took the lead in the
first quarter, Seaholm never caught
up. Harrison led, 3424, at halftime
and then upped the margin to 15
points (3+38) after three quarters.

Harrison's Bryant Gilbert scored a
game-high 20 points with eight coming
n the third quarter. Teammate Larry
Pump added 16 points with 10 coming
in the second quarter. Harrison shot
33-71 for 45 per cent from the floor.
The Hawks made 76 per cent of their
free throws.

Coach Bob Sherwood’s Seaholm
team was 23 of 47 from the field for 40
per cent. The Maples were 55 per cent
from the line. Bob Folin and Mike

Ossie Cobb scored 35 points to lead
Ferndale High past North Farm-
ington. 7157, last Tuesday night in a
non-league basketball game at North
Farmington. The loss dropped coach
Ken Dean's North Farmington team
to 74 overall this season.

Cobb made 15 field goals and went
five for six at the free-throw line for
his game-high 33 points. No ather Fer-
ndale player finished in double fig-
ures, but Dave Milburn and Paul Jack-
son had eight and six points respec-

ely.
Ferndale grabbed a 14-11 lead after
the first quarter, but North came
back with 20 points in the second quar-
ter to_make it close (3+31) at half-
time. Ferndale put the game away by
outpointing North, 21-14, in the third
quarter.

Mark Bentley led North Farmington
with 16 points on seven field goals and

over Seaholm's Mike Jeske.

Harrison’s Larry Pump shoots

Wrestling titles at stake

In their first outing, they finished a
satisfying fifth in the Snow-Drift Rally
at Grayling in January 1974. In Octo-
ber. they finished 10th at the Sunriser
400-Mile Rally at Chillicothe. Ohio.
‘and the next month captured first
place in Class B of the rugged and re-
novned Press-On-Regardless (POR)
Rally in Michigan's Upper Peninsula.

Exalted over their initial ability to
consistently place in competition
where 5075 per cent of all entries
regularly fail to finish. the Jankowski-
Thompson duo got a taste of frustra-
tion the next season. A shortage of
time and money limited their ability
to compete. and the best they could
claim in an abbreviated campaign

Harrison rips S

Jeske each scored 10 points for the
losers.

Harrison outrebounded Seaholm. 49-
34. Gilbert led Harrison with 12
rebounds, while teammates Paul But-
kunas and Lou Vulaj each grabbed 10.
Vulaj helped out with 10 points, two
steals. and ning assists.

Harrison plays next on Friday (Feb.
41 at home against Northville High.
Seaholm retums to Southeastern Mich-
igan Association acion with a game at
Southfield High on Friday. Both
games begin at 8 p.m.
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Ferndale downs North

two of four from the line. Mark
Thomgson and Mike Garcia chipped
in with 12 and nine points respective-
ly. Harold Beardsley. North's t-foot-7
junior center. fouled out after scoring
only four A

North Farmington returns to North-
west Suburban League play on Friday
(Feb, 4) with an 8 p.m. game at Li-
vonia Franklin.
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was sixth in the Marathon 400 at Tra-
verse City in June

**ACTUALLY:"" Thompson said.
“the contrast between seasons turned
out to be a good thing. It made us
deal with the fact that winning wasn't
easy and would take a near total com-
mitment.”

They made that commitment and
saw it bear fruit in 1976. They placed
in each race they entered except the
season-ending Marquette 1.000, succes-
sor to the POR. in which they spun
out during the third and last night of
the race. For the season, they fin-
ished third at Midland in April. fifth
at Olean. N.Y.. in August. fourth at

LN
Denton. Tex.. in Scplembe’r’iﬁa‘é
enth at Chillicothe in Octobeér.

Rated' a strong and promising pro- *

fessional raliying team by observers.
Jankowski and Thompson believe 1977

can be the year they assert their !

claim to the national spotlight. Team
spokesman Thompson says. “We plan
to ¢nter all 10 events in the SCCA pro
series and the North American Rally
Association’s entire America’s Cup
serics.

“And. we will not be content short

of dominance because werow have -
the experience, competitive know-how ;

and durability to win."

eaholm, 76-55
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Harrison’s Bryant Gilbert (34) scored 20 points.

This year, some shrewd :

By TOM BAER

Unlike the WSL and the ILL. which

villt's Mike Rodezwicz in :48 seconds

Americans will take advantage of our
Mercedes-Benz
European Delivery Plan.

‘ Here’s why.

base their wrestling titles solely on and Kettering's Dan Devers in 5:41.
the league meets, the Northwest Sub-
urban League counts loop dual meets
toward the crown.

Farmington Harrison. enjoying its
best wrestling season ever, can cap- |
ture its first Western Six League |
crown if it can finish first in the '
league meet Saturday (Feb. 5 at!
Northville High. And coach Dick
Cook's Hawks. with a 50 WSL record, -
[ook like a good bet to take the title

~The kids are really excited.” said
Cook, who coached Harrison to a 126
1 overall record this season. “We're
favored to win the league. In fact, this
is the first year weve gome unde-
feated in the league.”

There's also a lot of title excitement
going around the wrestling teams at
Farmington High and North Farm.
ington. Coach Barry Walsh's Farm-
ington club i5 favored to win the Inter
Lakes League title at the league meet
next Saturday at Waterford Township,
The Falcons are 5-0 in ILL meets. |

North Farmington, 7-2 overall ami
22 in the Northwest Suburban
League. has a chance to at least gai
a tic for the crown if if can win
NSL meet next Saturday at ‘nmrswn;

We haven't figured out how we're
going to do that. but Il tell you our
kids are really hopped up about it,”
said North coach Jim O’Leary, whoje
team got a break when Thurston ugﬁlr
ened up the NSL race by knocking off
powerful Westland John Glenn in a
dual meet last week. “Our kids fig-
ured they were out of the picture, but
now they have a chance.” I

. “We could have won it.” O'Leary
said, We should have won it. We had
the same number of kids in the finals
and the consolations as Annapolis, but
we just didn't come through depth-
wise.

“But [ can't be too disappointed
We won a trophy. We've won three
trophies {at invitational meets) this
season. and that's more than we've
won in a lot of years.™

North's Marty Benda lifted his indi-
vidual record to 27-7 with a 7-0 deci-
sion over Dearborn Heights Crest-
wood's Dale Dreher in,the 132-pound
finals. North heavyweight Jim Sud-
kamp has a 19-3 record after decision-
ing Dearborn High's Paul Sidor, 20,
in_the heavyweight finals.

North's John Cotter finished second
at 138, dropping an 86 decision to
Dearborn's Osterhoff in the finals. Cot-
ter has a 254 record. Terry Halling
gave North a second place at 112, los-
ing to Annapolis” Mike Hindmarsh, !
0. in the finals. Halling has a 165 indi-
vidual record.

The three Farmington high schools

HARRISON AND North Farmington
tuned up for their league meets by
competiting in tournaments last week-
end. ‘Harrison hosted a double dual,
tieing Clarenceville High (28-28) and
beating Waterford Kettering (48-18).
North Farmington finished second
with 125'z points. just three fewer
than Dearborn Heights Annapolis. at
the Dearborn Edsel Ford Invitational
tournament.

Harrison had another fine perform-
ance from senior Damian’ Crudele.
who won two more matches at 165
pounds to up his individual record to
32-3 this season. Crudele pinned Clar-
enceville's Kevin Respecki in_5:12,
and then decisioned Kettering's Tom
Dougherty. 9-1.

~I've been wrestling Damian up a
weight all year, but he's pinned just
about everyone he's wrestled there
since the Schoolcraft Tournament.”
Cook said. “'He's a hard worker ith
a lot of natural talent. He could be the
state champion this year.’ will compete in the Class A district

Another Harrison matman. Kevin tournament at Davison High School.
Johns, posted two victories at 145 located east of Flint. on Feb. 12.
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w i.terceces-Benz and
explore to your neart’s content. And the
u money. Depenging on s
v lect. you save belween
S00 off the domestic retail

Firstofall. our  you wall i your ne
Mercedes - Benz  Euro-
pean Delivery Plan makes

“Europe easy to see. This Pian lets
you order the exact model you want
vith us—then take delivery of it at almost
any major European city. \Ve arrange all
the details, paper work. insurance and
return shipping reservations. Al you do is
pick up your car and enjoy it .

Think about it. No schedules but the
ones you set. No plans bul the ones you
make. You roam Europe where and vihen

if you'ra planning a European trip this
year. why nct join 2 group of shrewd travel-
ers—tnose who ceml their ho'idays with

2 new hlercedes-Benz. For com-

plete details about the Mercedes-

European Delivery Pian
call us teday.
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Meet summaries—
see page 3

sioned Kettering’s Ken Cortesz.
Harrison's Jerry Bishop recorded two
pins at 155 pounds. taking Clarence-
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